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Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 
New York 

In the biggest public arena of all, 
Tony Blair yesterday con- 
demned the United States and 
other industrialised nations for 
foot-dragging in the interna- 
tional campaign to tackle man- 
made climate change. 

After the back-slapping and 
warmth with President Bill Clin- 
ton at the Denver G7 Summit 
over the weekend he repeated 
his pointed criticism of the US 
at a meeting with Vice-President 
A1 Gore in New York yesterday. 

Britain is also trying, at the 
United Nations Earth Summit 
to forge a new environment and 
development consensus be- 
tween rich and poor countries, 
by urging the wealthy nations to 
reverse the decline in their for- 
eign aid. 

Mr Blair, accompanied to 
UN headquarters by no less 
than three of his Cabinet, con- 
demned the US, plus Japan, 
Canada and Australia for fail- 
ing to deliver on commitments 
to stabilise rising emissions of 
climate changing greenhouse 
gases, particularly carbon diox- 
ide which comes from the burn- 
ing of coal, oil and gas. 

This pledge, which covers 
the period 1990 to 2000, was 
made at the Rio Earth Summit 
in 1992 when all the developed 
nations signed a treaty to sta- 
bilise their annual CO? emis- 


sions. But Britain. Germany 
and Russia are the only major 
economies keeping that 
promise - mainly due to disas- 
trous economic decline in Lhc 
case of Russia. 

The European Union as a 
whole is also on target to meet 
its stabilisation commitment, 
thanks to Britain and Germany 
cutting emissions. 

“Some other countries can- 
not say the same, including 
some of the great industrialised 
nations," Mr Blair told prime 
ministers and presidents from 
several dozen nations attending 
the Earth Summit, a week-long 
special session of the UN Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

“lb them I say this: our tar- 
gets will not be taken seriously 
by the poorer countries until the- 
richer countries are meeting 
tbera. The biggest responsibil- 
ities folk on those countries with 
the biggest emissions." 

The US, which Mr Blair did 
not mention by name, has the 
biggest emissions of all. 

Developed countries have 
promised to cut their emis- 
sions after 2000 - by how much 
will be settled at a climate 
treaty conference in Kyoto, 
Japan, in December. 

The EU is advocating a 15 
to 20 per cent cut in annual 
emissions between 2000 and 
2010, which would mean seri- 
ous curbs in fossil fuel use and 
lifestyle changes. The US has 
not yet offered any figure, while 


Australia says it cannot begin to 
contemplate any cuts in its fast- 
rising emissions. 

“We in Europe have pul our 
cards on the table. It is time for 
the special pleading to stop 
and for others to follow suit. If 
we fail in Kyoto, we fail our chil- 
dren because the consequences 
will be felt in their lifetime," ’ 
said Mr Blair. 

The Prime Minister also 
warned of rising sea levels and 
damaging climate and temper- 
ature shifts. It was a message 
repealed by several other EU 
prime ministers and presidents 
in New York. 

In his speech to the Gener- 
al Assembly, Mr Blair said 
Britain would reverse the de- 
cline in UK foreign aid. 

Meanwhile, in behind-the- 
scenes negotiations at the 
summit, Clare Short, Secretary 
of Slate for International 
Development, was urging col- 
leagues from other EU nations 
to make a joint commitment to 
raise overseas towards the UN’s 
long-standing, but increasingly 
distant, targe l 

This tajget is for rich coun- 
tries to give 0.7 percent of their 
gross national product to the de- 
veloping world. At the time of 
the Rio Earth Summit in 1992 
the percentage being given was 
just under half this, at 034 per- 
cent. 

But although all the wealthy 
nations, except the US. pledged 
at Rio to move towards the tar- 
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Fields of plenty: Vincent van Gogh's water colour Harvest in Provence (1888), which is estimated to fetch £8m at auction at Sotheby's in London on 
Thursday, represents a century on an idealised image of abundant earth and dement climate to the industrialised nations, who were chastised 
yesterday at the UN Earth Summit for failing to cut climate altering emissions while expecting poorer countries to cut back on deforestation 


gel, they have actually moved 
further away since then. Foreign 
aid has fallen to just 0.27 per 
cent of developed world GNP. 
Britain's has fallen similarly 
over this period and now stands 
at the average - 0 21 per cent 
.of UK GNP. 

This fall has soured prepa- 
rations for this week’s follow-up 
summit. Poor nations are ask- 
ing how they can afford to tack- 
le global environmental 
problems like tropica] forest de- 
struction and global warming 
when the rich world gives less 
and less help while consuming 
ever more natural resources 


and producing more and more 
greenhouse gas pollution. 

All this week there will be long 
and difficult negotiations be- 
tween rich and poor nations on' 
what the former should promise 
OKiceming the 0.7 per cent tar- 
get. Britain's position is that the 
EU must lake a lead in promis- 
ing to reverse the aid decline. 

But Britain itself has made it 
clear that there can be no swift 
change in direction, because it 
is committed to sticking to the 
expenditure plans of the previ- 
ous Tbry government for the 
next two years. 

Leading article, page 19 


The conference’s cost to the earth 


Nicholas Schoon 

Tony Blair thinks future Earth 
summits might best be done 
through televisual conferencing 
and electronic link-ups. Slaying 
at home would save on cli- 
mate-changing emissions from 
aircraft, he was due to say in bis 
speech, although that bit was cut 
out to shorten it. 

He had a point. The UK's 
ministerial presence at the 
Earth Summit Plus Five event 


spewed out over 100 times 
more global-wanning carbon 
dioxide gas in a few days than 
the average Briton is responsi- 
ble for in an entire year. . 

The great bulk of this climate 
changing doud came from Con- 
corde, chanered cheap rate 
from British Airways to take Mr 
Blair and Foreign Secretaiy 
Robin Cook to the G7 summit 
in Denver then on to the New 
York event yesterday- That ne- 
cessitated 14 hours' flying by the 


world's ultimate gas guzzler, 
clocking up nearly 1 ,000 tonnes 
of carbon dioxide. Three other 
ministers, John Prescott, Clare 
Short and Michael Meacher, are 
Hying to New York and back 
sub-sonically by jumbo jet, with 
40 members of the UK’s official 
delegation, including the former 
environment secretary John 
Gummer. Altogether this del- 
egation will be responsible for 
more than 50 tonnes of carbon 
dioxide emissions. 


How US helped Israel strike at innocents 


Robert Fisk 

Washington 

An investigation by The Inde- 
pendent has revealed that most 
of the American bombs and air- 
to-ground missiles fired by Is- 
rael in Lebanon last year were 
sold to the United States armed 
forces - not to Israel. 

Israel's “Operation Grapes of 
Wrath" - the bombardment of 
southern Lebanon that killed al- 
most 200 civilians and 14 guer- 
rillas from the pro-Iranian 
Hizbollah - used at least 1.700 
bombs and missiles that were 
“transferred" from US mili- 
tary stocks with no prohibition 
on their use against civilians. 

In private, senior American 
officers have expressed grave 
concern about Israeli misuse of 
US weapons, including Marine 
Corps air-to-ground missiles 
that < have killed dozens of 
Lebanese civilians over the past 
two years. Enquiries by The In- 
dependent have revealed that the 


Hellfire missile fired by an Israeli 
helicopter pilot at an ambulance 
in southern Lebanon on 13 
April. 1996 - which killed four 
children and two women - was 
originally sold to the US Marine 
Corps by Martin Marietta of 
Florida, and only later trans- 
ferred to Israel. 

But so routine has the system 
of weapons transfers from US 
inventories become, that massive 
shipments of ordnance to Israel 
are now undertaken with no 
publicity or debate. Just over a 
week ago. for example, the 
United States received an Israeli 
request for 98,000 shells for 1 55 
mm guns — more than three 
times the 26,000 rounds fired 
into Lebanon during the entire 
three-week “Grapes of Wrath" 
operation - at a cost of $30m. 

No explanation was given by 
Israel as to why such an enor- 
mous quantity of ammunition 
should be needed six years af- 
ter the US government 
bunched its Middle East “peace 


ARMS R US 

process" in Madrid. Senatorial 
and congressional committees 
will routinely approve the trans- 
fer next month, die costs de- 
frayed from Washington’s 
Sl.Sbn (£1.1 bn) military assis- 
tance programme to Israel 
US officers have complained 
to 77ie Independent that Israel 
now has carte blanche to plun- 


der the US inventory, knowing 
that its sympathisers on Capi- 
tol Hill will raise no questions 
about the use that will be made 
of America's military technol- 
ogy against Arab countries. 

The officers, who said that al- 
most all the bombs and missiles 
fired during “Grapes of Wrath" 
were transfers from US forces, 
spoke of thousands of tanks and 
artilleiy pieces stripped from US 
Nato armouries in Europe over 
the past 20 years for shipment 
to Israel despite angry protests 
from the Defense Department. 

“The State Department gives 
the orders and the acceptance 
of every Israeli request and de- 
sire - whatever it wants - is ac- 
ceded to," a senior retired US 
officer intimately involved in the 
sale and transfer of weapons to 
Israel, said. “Questions aren't 
asked any more. It sails right 
by." 

The terms of the US Arms 
Export Control Act state that 
“defense articles ... shall be 


sold or leased by the United 
Stares Government — to friend- 
ly countries solely for internal 
security [or] for legitimate self- 
defense _. " but the bulk of pro- 
hibitions apply only to the 
further transfer of US weapons 
technology. Israel says that its 
battles in Lebanon constitute 
self-defence operations - 
“Grapes of Wrath" was com- 
menced after Hizbollah guer- 
rillas fixed rockets into Israel in 
revenge for the booby-trap 
killing of a Lebanese teenager 
- but according to defence 
sources, (he US government has 
not made a single complaint 
about the use of Israeli weapon- 
ry in Lebanon last year. 

" American-made 155 mm guns 
fired the shells that slaughtered 
109 Lebanese refugees - 55 of 
them children - at the UN camp 
at Qana on 18 April last year, 
while a US Marine Corps mis- 
sile was believed to be respon- 
sible for the death of nine 
civilians from one family when 


the rockcL was fired bv the Is- 
raelis' at a block of 'fiats in 
Nabatiyeh on the same day. 
The youngest victim was two 
days old. 

Despite four weeks of en- 
quiries to the State Department 
and the Department of Defense 
seeking clarification about the 
terms of sale of the American 
missiles - including 30 tele- 
phone calls giving the code 
numbers of the Hellfire missile 
which killed the ambulance vic- 
tims on 13 April, - neither de- 
partment had felt able to 
respond to The Independent's 
questions last night. 

The Defense Department 
claimed that the Slate Depart- 
ment must answer the State 
Department insisted that the 
Department of Defense must 
reply. “Some questions come to 
us with a kind of jinx attached." 
a DoD spokesman told The In- 
dependent last week. “Yours 
seems to have a jinx." 

Essay, page 20 


Labour MPs to spend more time with the people 


Abrams dealing with constituency case- 
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individuals will go out to explain 
party policy to the public, and 
all MPs will be given more 
time to spend in their own con- 
stituencies. With a majority of 
180, the party whips can afford 
to spare them. • 

“This is potentially a revolu- 
tionary relationship," a spokes- 
man said. “We are determined 
to make sure we don't repeat the 
mistakes of Tories. We are look- 
ing at new ways of working with 
MPs to make sure that the Gov- 
ernment truly represents and 


keeps in touch with the people 
on whose behalf it governs.” 

The new committees will 
shadow each Whitehall de- 
partment and will provide jobs 
for dozens of MPs. Unlike the 
old backbench committees 
which existed under the Con- 
servatives, they will spend much 
of their time outside Parliament 
talking to experts and the pub- 
lic. They will then return to tell 
ministers what they have found 

The committees will also 
have a role in campaigning for 
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Labour's 2002 election effort, 
according to Clive Soley, the 
chair of the Parliamentary 
Labour Party. 

"If we are successful what will 
happen is that people through- 
out the countiy will feel Labour 
listens. If they feel that, obvi- 
ously we might benefit," he 
said 

The role of individual “am- 
bassadors" is less dearly de- 
frned, though they will spend 
time visiting constituendes to 
explain party policy. They might 
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visit community groups or local 
Labour parties to get the mes- 
sage across. Already, some new 
MPs have been sent out to cx- 

S \ Tony Blair’s “Labour into 
er" modernisation project 
Labour-held constituendes 
can also find their MPs p lanning 
to spend more time with them. 
Over the next ax weeks, the par- 
ty's backbenchers will each 
spend a week in their own areas. 
While they are there, they may 
find time to spread the Labour 
message among the voters. 
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Law Society candidates 
‘tried to spy on opponents’ 

The Law Society was forced into a damage limitation exercise 
yesterday after the leaking of minutes showing that the campaign 
team for “establishment" candidates in the nett month’s 
presidential election had discussed hiring inquiry agents to spy on 
their opponents and the use of negative camp aigning r 

The document, written in February foUowmga meeting of the 
campaign team to elect current vice-president Phillip Sycamore 
-was leaked to his opponent Martin Meats, who served as president 
in 1985-6 and hopes to make an unprecendented comeback this 
year. Hie note revealed that the Sycamore campaign team 
chairman, Simon Baker, had suggested that inquiry agents be 
engaged to gather information on Mr Mears and his then running 
mates, David Keating and Robert Sayer, who has since transferred 
to the Sycamore slate. Patricia Wynn Davies 

Heathrow Express for £10 each way 

London's'latest rail link, the Heathrow Express, to open in summer 
1998, will zip passengere from London's Paddington station to the 
airporf in jiist 15 minutes, with tickets costing £10 each way 
the service, which is expected to cost £440m, is due to start with 
departures every quarter of an hour to the airport. Users will be 
entitled to “airiine'‘-style perks, including check-in desks at 
Paddington, and the service will operate in three classes. In its first 
foil year, the express is expected to cany 6J million passengers, 
rising to more than 10 million by 2000. ' Randeep Ramesti 

HV outbids rivals for top US sit-com 

ITV has bought the rights to 
the new US comedy series from 
the writers of the Channel 4 
hit. Friends . The new series, 
Veronica's Closet , features 
former Cheers star Kirstie Alley 
(pictured) as a romance and 
marriage expert at the top of a 



self-help empire trying to hide 
the fact that her husband is a 
hopeless philanderer. ITV 
outbid the BBC, Channel 4 and 
the BBC for the 13-part series 
■ at the current round of buyer’s 
screenings in Los Angeles. The 
sit-com will go on air in spring next year. Paul McCann 

Setback for nurses in Saudi trial 

Two British nurses accused of murdering a colleague in Saudi 
Arabia have been told by a Saudi court to seek “reconciliation” 
with the dead woman’s family, lawyers said last night. 

The move came at a court hearing in Saudi Arabia at which their 
trial was again adjourned - this time for two weeks, until 7 July. 

The outcome of the hearing amounted to a setback for lawyers 
representing the two nurses, Lucille McLauchlan and Deborah 
Pany, who had challenged whether the brother of the dead nurse 
had the right to insist on the death penalty. 

Man grew drug in daughter's room 

A 27-year-old man who grew a cannabis crop in his six-year-old 
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ark Lymbum grew 26 plants in his daughter's wardrobe and 
behind the curtains of her room at their home in Torquay, Devon, 
Exeter Crown Court was told. Peter Telford for the prosecution 
said the plants, found during a police raid in January, would have 
been worth £950. Mr Lymbum pleaded guilty to cultivating 
cannabis, and possessing cannabis resin and magic mushrooms. 

Famfly of four found dead at home 

A family of four have been found dead at their home, Scotland 
Yard said yesterday. An ambulance crew called to the house in 
Ash ness Gardens: Greenford, west London on Sunday night are 
receiving counselling. 

The bodies of a man and woman, and a boy and girl aged under 
10, are believed to have suffered knife wounds. The family has not 
been formally identified. Detectives think the man killed his family 
and then himself. Scotland Yard said the deaths are being treated 
as murder. Post mortems will take place today. 
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The schoolgirl who wrote to Tbriy Blair saying bow much the people off Northern Ireland heeded 
peace said yesterday she had not dreamed the tetter would have such an effect on the Prime 
MMsftet Mr Blair told US television viewers at the weekend how the tetter from 12-year-old 
Margaret Gfljney (above), of Shankfll Road in Belfast, had strengthened his resolve to find a solution 


Princess tries to defuse 
row over trip to IRA film 


D iana, Princess of Wales, was in New York last night 
reflecting on how a seemingly innocent visit to the 
cinema with her children ended in an unseemly 
political row. 

Earlier, the Princess apologised for “any distress which 
may have been caused” by her visit on Sunday with 
Princes William and Harry to see The Devil's Own, ac- 
cused by some of glamorising the IRA. 

She was also criticised for taking 12-year-old Harry 
into a 15-certificate film, after persuading cinema staff 
at the Kensington Odeon, west London, to allow him in. 
Prince William was 15 on Saturday, the day before the 
visit . 

The film has been condemned as pro-IRA even by its 
stars, Brad Pitt and Harrison Ford. Pitt reportedly de- 
scribed it as “the most Irresponsible bit of film-making 
- if you can even call it that - that I've ever seen.” 

Moreover, the cinema trip came just six days after the 
murder by the IRA of two RUC officers in Co Armagh. 

The film itself has opened to mixed reviews. Alexan- 
der Walker, of the London Evening Standard, claimed 


Players dart to 
the High Court 
for a Mr share 

Some of the biggest beer bellies 
and sweatiest T-shirts in sport 
lined up to demand official recog- 
nition yesterday. The world's top 
darts players are suing the British 
Darts Organisation (BDO), alleging 
it has a monopoly on organising 
events and competitions. 

For those who await the unoffi- 
cial world championships at the 
Circus Tavern, East London, which 
has seduced many of the best 
players from the BDO’s Embassy- 
sponsored world titieship, the bat- 
tle between the game's biggest 
names and the British Darts Coun- 
cil is a fight for the heart of the 
sport In 1993, as support for darts 
dwindled, top players broke away 
and set up their own sporting 
body, the World Darts Council. 

Since then, Eric Bristow, John 
Lowe, “Jocky" Wilson (pictured) 
and Cliff Lazarenko have been 
suspended by the BDO from par- 
ticipating or attending any of Its 
events. At the High Court, London, 
yesterday, Andrew Hochhauser 
QC, representing the players, told 
Mr Justice Potts professional darts 


players' livelihoods depended on 
being able to take part in competi- 
tions for prize money. “These 
competitions are said to be open 
to all, but they alone have been 
denied access since 1993. We 
claim the responsibility for the ex- 
clusion should be placed at the 
door of the BDO.” The darts play- 
ers want the judge to rule that the 
BDO measures were unlawful and 
the boycott should be ended. 

They are also claiming compensa- 
tion for losses of earnings since 
the introduction of the boycott. 

The case continues today. 


it lacked any insight into the tragedy of Northern Ireland, 
but instead fostered “sympathy for romanticised terrorism 
... by allowing Brad Pitt to get as many sexy kicks as 
he can out of ending people's lives". 

While the Princess was on her way to a private view- 
ing in Manhattan of 75 of her dresses, which are to be 
auctioned for charity, she issued her statement, in which 
said she had been “unaware” of the film’s content 
The Ulster Unionist Party led the criticism of the 
Princess. East Londonderry MPWBfiam Ross said: ‘There 
have been a number of films in recent years about the 
IRA which give a twisted view about what is happening 
in Her Majesty's realm, and I think she was unwise.” 

Ron Hanlon, marketing director for Odeon cinemas, 
said there would be an internal Investigation into the pres- 
ence of a 1 2-year-old at the film, after which he expected 
talks to take place with the local licensing authority, Kens- 
ington and Chelsea council. 

A spokeswoman for the Princess declined to say 
whether she had (seen in contact with Prince Charles 
over the row. Michael Streeter 


Mother attacks 
‘safe’ drug-taking 

The mother of a 13-year-old boy 
thought to have died after taking 
ecstasy yesterday launched an at- 
tack on drugs. 

Phyllis Woodlock, whose son 
Andrew died on Thursday, has 
said: “I am fed up hearing middle- 
class drug workers saying there is 
a safe way to take drugs - tell that 
to my Andrew." 

Mrs Woodlock, of New Steve n- 
ston, Lanarkshire, addressed a 
news conference in Glasgow to 
coincide with the launch of Scot- 
land’s National Drugs Awareness 
Week. 

A survey published to coincide 
with the campaign says 32 per 
cent of Scottish adults have tried 
illegal drugs, and 15 per cent have 
done so within the past six 
months. The most common use by 
far was cannabis, with 30 per cent 
of respondents saying they had 
tried IL 

Andrew's death, in the run-up to 
the week-long campaign, has 
prompted fresh argument about 
the wisdom of promoting “harm re- 
duction techniques”, seen by sup- 
porters as more realistic than a 
“don't take drugs" approach. 
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Obesity in Dublin undermines 

the common excuse offered by ^ 

the sedentary for not ^ H 

exercising - that it will 
stimulate the appetite. 

Research at the University 
of Leeds on a group of women 
trying to lose weight found 
they did not eat more after 50 
minutes of intense exercise - 
but the food tasted better. 

Jeremy Laurence - 

HEALTH 

Male Pill trials prove positive 

A form of male P01 could be available in five years if die success of 
earlv trials is continued, researchers in Edinburgh said yesterday. 
Tesis of 30 men in Edinburgh, using various doses, have shown that 
it appears to work, and appears to be safe. 

The trials involve men receiving a testosterone implant then taking 
a daily piD of the hormone desogestrel. a component of the female 
Pill. Testosterone can suppress sperm production in very high doses, 
but the use of the other hormone means smaller doses can be used 
The results of the Scottish trials will be presented tomoorrow at 
the annual meeting in Edinburgh of the European Society of 
Human Reproduction and Embryology. 

The work was carried out at Edinburgh University's Centre for 
Reproductive Biology, and similar research into male 
contraception is also being carried out at Manchester University. 

Professor David Baird of the Edinburgh centre, said: “I think it 
is technically possible, and l think if it is marketed some men and 
some couples will use it. 

“But how long that will take will depend on whether 
pharmaceutical companies make the decision to take tVus sort of 
combination for product developmenL" 


SOCIETY 

State pension should be doubled 

The Government must honour its pre-election pledges to make 
ageing issues a priority, the charity Age Concern said yesterday, 
adding that by 2031 nearly 23 per cent of the population will be 
over pensionable age, and the number of over-75s will double in 
the next 50 years. 

Although the basic state pension is £62.45, the charity says tbat 
a single pensioner needs £125 for a modest but adequate income. 
“The new Government must make it a priority to work ont how the 
figure can be achieved." 

Access to the NHS must continue to be on a “need, not ability to 
pay" basis, and a national commission should be set up to 
investigate discrimination in the NHS - at present 20 per cent of 
coronary care units operate an age-related admissions policy. 
Glenda Cooper 

EDUCATION 

University applications hit record 

A record number of students has applied to university this year, 

is ^^.S^SSSffi- 318 applications - - •>* 

h ’V a PPhcants reported at this time last year has been 

r^ni ii i pp iCil, lT U P 91 P er <*m in biochemistry, S-5 per 
cent in physics. 2.4 per cent in biology and 1.9 per centirT 

T , htfre .?* also more applicants in business and 
management studies, computer science and English 
However, applications for teacher training aredown bv 11 ner 

- have ■«" “* *■ *0. eleXoTand 

Judith Judd 
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news 


Rise of the 


white collar 


‘factory’ 


Barrie dement 

Labour Editor 


The year 1984 proved to be a 
bit oF a washout for George Or- 
well, but the world of work 
might bear investigation for 
those seeking evidence that the 
old boy may have had a point. 

In particular, “call centres'’ 
established by an increasing 
number of service-based com- 
panies have a distinctly Or- 
wellian feel to them. In these 
“white-collar factories" hun- 
dreds of employees are 
arranged in serried ranks to 
handle customers’ calls over the 
telephone. The centres have 
sprung up with the rapid growth 
of new businesses, such as di- 
rect selling of insurance and 
telebanking. 

Thke the Nat West “tele- 
banking centre" in Harrogate, 
where a cast of 100 or more sit 
under the eye of an electronic 
box which measures their col- 
lective performance. On it are 
displayed the number of calls 
waiting to be dealt with and the 
□umber already processed. 
There is no hiding place for em- 
ployees, because their output is 
also monitored individually. 

On the walls of the vast 
open-plan office are exhorta- 
tions to maximum effort In the 
canteen there is a notice stat- 
ing that- unauthorised meet- 
ings are not permitted. 

Perhaps the most surprising 
aspect of this seeming industrial 
totalitarianism is that most staff, 
largely young and female, feel 
the working environment is 
quite normal and rather enjoy 
it, according to research group 
Incomes Data Services. 

Ann Gunter, head of tele- 
phony at Nat West, says her 
staff in Harrogate are “vwy, very 
proud of what they do" and 



Cutting edge: Ckrthes-factory workers, at their sewing- 
machine desks (above), have been succeeded by 
call-centre labourers (right) Main photograph: Tom Pilston 



apart from the odd niggle “have 
an awful lot of Fun". 

Austin Knight the recruit- 
ment consultants, have found 
however that employees har- 
bour private misgivings. A sur- 
vey of 1,000 call-centre 
employees revealed that more 
than half felt morale was low. 

In many of these new facto- 
ries - whose numbers are rising 
rapidly, according to the IDS re- 
search published today - staff 
are stopped from personalising 
their work area. “That mi gh t be 
seen as a sign of re»stance 1 " J ac- 
cording to Alastair Hatchett of 
the research group. 

Edward Humphrey, of spe- 
cialist publication Off Centre 
Magazine , believes the phe- 
nomenon had emerged because 
companies are increasingly try- 


ing to compete,on the basis of 
service. "It can seem quite Or- 
wellian. Service levels have to 
be met calls have to be an- 
swered, inquiries have to be 
dealt with quickly. Companies 
are also trying to keep costs 
down so they have to get the 
maximum out of staff. Call cen- 
tre employees are the hardest 
worked in the finance industry." 

Call centres effectively made 
their debut in this country when 
Peter Wood at the Royal Bank 
of Scotland bad his lucrative 
brainwave about customers 
buying insurance over the tele- 
phone. 

He subsequently sold his in- 
terest in Direct Line for £24m. 

Mr Hatchett reports that 
around 1.2 per cent of the na- 
.tional workforce is now - em- 


ployed in such centres -around 
250,000 people - and by 2001 
ft will have increased to 22 per 
cent, reaching one million 
shortly after. 

Most have been established 
outside London and the south- 
east in areas where greenfield 
sites are plentiful, where re- 
gional grants are available and 
where employees are content 
with lower salaries! 

The north of England and 
Scotland have witnessed a ver- 
itable “explosion" in the num- 
ber of centres, according to 
IDS. 

It may have come as a sur- 
rise to customers of London 
ectricity for Instance when a 
call to query a bill will invariably 
be answered by someone with 
a north-eastern accent The 


£ 


company’s billing and adminis- 
trative centre ism Sunderland. 

Salaries for trained operators 
vary between £9.500 and 
£11,500 a year, while those with 
foreign languages or a techni- 
cal expertise can aspect more. 

The proliferation of bonus- 
es shift premiums and overtime 
smack of traditional manual 
employment according to IDS. 
Mr Hatchett believes we are wit- 
nessing the “industrialisation of 
white-collar work”. 

However, if call centres are 
seen as depersonalising the re- 
lationship between service and 
customer, there could be worse 
to come. American business 
gurus point out that sjch activity 
is already passd as the Inter- 
net replaces personal tele- 
phone contact 


Now it’s e-mail gridlock 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


Having beaten traffic gridlock 
to get to their offices, American 
workers now face the stress of 
an information gridlock caused 
by dealing with an average of 
178 e- mail messages a day, ac- 
cording to a new report. 

The jams caused by modern 
communications methods are 
creating an information block 
which needs to be cleared np as 
urgently as congestion on the 
roads, the report says. Getting 
important news through is be- 
coming increasingly hard. 

A survey by the Institute for 


the Future, the Gallup Organ- 
isation, and San Jose State 
University, asked more than 
1.000 workers from large US 
firms bow they use electronic 
communications at work. 

“This phenomenon is begin- 
ning to have a seismk effect on 
people's professional and pri- 
vate lives," said Meredith Fis- 
cher; future strategist at Pitney 
Bowes, the company that com- 
missioned the survey 

The survey found most of the 
workers favoured the telephone 
for communicating outside 
their company, but preferred e- 
ma0 for gett i ng in touch with 
their own colleagues. 


People were under added 
stress because (he prolifera- 
tion of new communications 
makes them easy to get hold o£ 
Individuals want to maximise 
their access to co-workers, but 
minimise access to themselves, 
the report said. 

The availability of office e- 
mail systems, and of electronic 
means of sending multiple 
copies of messages to huge Bom- 
bers of people, has made it eas- 
ier to send data to people 
without determining bow im- 
portant it is. The result is that 
despite the dream of a “paper- 
less office” the number of mem- 
os has not necessarily decreased. 


Students told not to go out alone after murder 


Kate Watson-Smyth 


Police yesterday warned stu- 
dents in Northampton not to go 
out alone as they launched a 
hunt for the klDer of a musicstu- 
dent whose body was found 
dumped bushes in a park. 

Ryan McEwan-King, 22, was 
sexually assaulted and strangled 
as she walked home from a pub 
in Northampton on Friday 
evening. Her body was found 


near a bowling green in the 
Racecourse park the next day. 

Detective Chief inspector 
David Armigex said it was pos- 
sible that Miss McEwan-King 
had been attacked by someone 
she did not know who was 
lying in wait for her. 

“Our advice, particularly to 
students, is not to walk in the 
vicinity of the Racecourse 
alone,” he said. 

“dearly we have a kfller on 


our hands and we are doing 
everything we can to find the 
person responsible for Ryan's 
death." 

The fair-haired student, who 
was cmly 4ft 5in taD and weighed 
less than five stone, was due to 
graduate in two weeks’ time. 

She Glared a fiat with tw> oth- 
er students who have been 
moved to other addresses for 
their own safety as polfoe fear the 
killer may have a key to the flaL 


Miss McEwan-King, from 
Nemphlar in Lanarkshire, was 
a music and drama student at 
Nene College in Northamp- 
ton. 

The youngest of five children, 
her parents Robin and Margaret 
McEwan-King said they were 
devastated by the murder of 
their daughter and spoke 
proudly of their “little girl with 
the big voice”. . ' 

“She was such a profession- 


al performer. She had such a 
beautiful voice. You’ll never 
bear that voice,” said her father 
last night. 

Holding back tears, Mr Me 
Ewan-King, 54, said his daugh- 
ter, had last visited home only 
two weeks ago to celebrate her 
birthday. 

“We heard about this while 
we were at the Royal Highland 
Show ground at Ingjisfon where 
Margaret was showing sheep 


which Ryan had helped us to 
prepare, - " he said. 

“We still don't know exactly 
what happened. We are ab- 
solutely devastated by this.” 

Miss McEwan-King last 
talked to her parents the night 
before she died. 

“She wanted to know bow 
we’d fared at the Shetland 
Sheep Championship and she 
was over the moon when she 
found out we'd won," he said. 


“She had such a wonderful 
rapport with animals and she 
had helped prepared the sheep 
for the show." 

The family moved to La- 
narkshire five years ago and 
Miss McEwan-King had just 
started a part-time job at Marks 
& Spencer. She had hoped to 
become a professional singer. 

Her father said: “Music was 
her first love. She was extremely 
gifted” 





Ryan McEwan-King: Due to 
graduate hi two weeks 
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news 


Scargill 
barred as 
trustee of 
charities 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 

Miners' union leader Arthur 

Scargill has been suspended 
from the chairmanship of two 
charities after accusations that 
virtually all the funds of one 
were due to be transferred to 
another. 

The Charity Commissioners 
took the action after an inves- 
tigation into the activities of the 
Yorkshire Miners' Welfare 
Trust Fund Scheme and York- 
shire Miners Welfare Conva- 
lescent Homes. It is understood 
that more than £800,000 out of 
total assets estimated at 



Scargill: Suspended from 
posts on miners* charities 

£920,000 was to be switched 
from the trust fund to the con- 
valescent homes organisation. 

Commissioners have sus- 
pended Mr Scargill - who claims 
that he acted in the best inter- 
ests of the beneficiaries of the 
fund - from his two chairman- 
ships allegedly because not all 
the trustees of the donor char- 
ity were fully aware of the plan. 

It is also understood that the 
action was taken on the grounds 
that gifts have to be made on the 
basis that a charity can meet the 
full range of legitimate calls on 
its resources, not just one. 
Trustees must ensure that the do- 
nation is justified and that the or- 
ganisation can afford it 

The convalescent homes 
charity operates two establish- 


ments, one of which is owned by 
the National Union of Mine- 
workers, of which Mr Scargill is 
president. Richard Fries, chief 
charity conunissR&ftr, said there 
was therefore a potential con- 
flict of interest because of Mr 
Scargill 's posts in the two char- 
ities and the union. He empha- 
sised that the investigation was 
still continuing. 

Commissioners Intervened 
last January after complaints 
from trustees about alleged 
mismanagement and malad- 
ministration of the funds. 

Mr Scargill, who was said to 
have adopted a “pivotal” role in 
the two charities, was served 
with a notice yesterday morn- 
ing as he arrived at the Barns- 
ley headquarters of the NUM. 
The action means that he will 
not be able to act as a trustee > 
of the charities during the | 
course of the investigation. It is ' 
understood that the queries 1 
over the transfer of the £800,000 | 
may only be one of the issues - 1 
concerning some of Mr ; 
Scargili's fellow trustees about j 
the way in which the two or- I 
ganisa lions were managed. 

A spokeswoman for the com- : 
missionezs said, however, there j 
was no question of the miners' - 
leader profiting personally from 
any of the dealings. “The com- 
missioners have taken this ac- 
tion to protect the assets of the 
two charities," she said. 

The trust fund was set up in 
1984 to benefit pitmen, former 
pitmen and their families. The 
convalescent homes were es- 
tablished in 1966. 

In a statement, Mr Scargill 
said he had always acted in the- 
interests of the beneficiaries of 
the charities and that all the mat- 
ters raised by the commission- 
ers bad been brought about by 
the privatisation of British Coal 
He said: The trustees, includ- 
ing myself as chairman, have con- 
tinued to take advice from the 
trusts’ legal advisers including 
leading counsel who specialises 
in trust law and are satisfied that 
at all times the trustees and I 
have acted in the best interests 
of the beneficiaries." 



Blair the 

traveller 

speaks 
for the 
children 


Globe-trotter: Tony Blair walking down First Avenue in Manhattan on his way to the UN summit yesterday Photograph: Dan Chung 


PavidUsbome 

New York 


T, a! the United 

Tbnv Blair look 10 lt,e F 01 , h . S jme echoing 

E vesterday momns ' W 

and marble and made a plea 

not ^.f. n ‘ h t h%ewucm children in London 
seems. M> thre ^> Thorne." Prime 
complain I am the 5odd heads of state 

Minister lamented ti in hj m . 

and government range ^ hl . irVC d than most of 

Considerably’ more bnghl^cd^^ name( j 

his counterparts at ( ^vjjonmenL 

Ungass meeting on the gloha^^ taltensd 

Mr Blair himsdf did not aPP?“ ^ ^ 

by his travels. His transpi jt- a ft ^ hjm back 

to hi, brood into 
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attended summits in North^km^ 

r^ce f Amst«darn°for ^^uropeanCouncil, 
Denver at the weekend and finalW the 
But our leader's little ones should 
him this particular gathering, he argued, 
because thev care about the environment 
££ is good to know,. -If there .s one 
summit thev would want me at. it is ** **■ 
Thincs efeen have not been the oni' concern 
of Mr Blair here, however. His hrsi call with his 
wife, Cheri on Sunday night .was the hi>me or 
Manhattan’s most celebrated Brils. Harold 
Evans, the former Times editor turned 
pubfishing tsar. and his wife. Ncn iorker editor 
Tma Brown. Among those there for the feel- 
good Blair vibrations: Lauren Bacall. Henry' 
Kissinger, and all the famous and chic of the 
United States television industry. 

Glittering indeed, that do was meant as a 
thanks to Mr Evans and others for their money- 
raising efforts here during the election 
campaign. John Prescott last night joined a 
meeting of the US branch of the Labour Party. 
And before heading for home last night, Mr 
Blair peddled one of his pet themes - New 
Labour, the “natural party of business" - at a 
roundtable hosted by BZW with the cream of 
Wall Street and US enterprise. 

Bui there were also words in the Ungass 
speech for offspring other than his own. His 
pledge, he insisted, was to ensure the "hairing 
of the number of children in the world Irving in 
abject poverty by 2015". The message from the 
Prime Minister In New York: kids everywhere, 
from Downing Street to Rwanda, be happy. 


Senior MP who helped suppress Number changes ring up the bill 
Saudi report wants it published for millions of mobile phone users 


Kim Sengupta 

The senior MP who played a key 
role in suppressing a report into 
the massive A1 Yamamah de- 
fence contract with Saudi Ara- 
bia has said there is now a case 
for reconsidering the matter. 

Evidence emerged during 
the Jonathan Aitken libel trial 
that substantial and secret com- 
missions had been paid in re- 
lation to the the £20bn deaL 

And in another development 
yesterday. Scotland Yard con- 
firmed it has launched an in- 
vestigation into allegations that 
the fonnerchief secretary to the 
treasury and defence procure- 
ment minister has committed 
perjury, and attempted to per- 
vert the course of justice. 

As chairman of the Com- 
mons Public Accounts Com- 


mittee, Robert Sheldon decid- 
ed with the senior Tory on the 
Committee, Lord Shaw, that the 
report into the contract by the 
National Audit Office should 
not be made public. He and 
Lord Shaw were the only ones 
to see the report, which was de- 
nied to fellow members of the 
Public Accounts Committee on 
grounds of national interest. 

Yesterday Mr Sheldon said: 
“Because of the time that has 
gone by, there is a case for look- 
ing at the papers again to de- 
cide whether the report should 
now be made public". 

Mr Sheldon, now the chair- 
man of the Public Accounts 
Commission, added that he 
would be pressing for wider 
powers for such investigations. 

He said: “Our job was to en- 
sure there was no misuse of pub- 


lic money, and we established 
that. However, we were only 
able to look within the Ministry 
of Defence. We were not able 
to follow public money outside 
the department, once it is paid 
to contractors, so we do not 
know what was done with it. . 

“We need those powers, they 
exist in the United States —The 
reason we decided not to pub- 
lish the report was because the 
Saudis may have become upset 
and embarrassed at some of the 
contents of the report and can- 
celled the contract. That would 
have cost thousands of jobs." 

Before Mr Aitken withdrew 
his libel action, the High Court 
had heard evidence from David 
Trigger, a former executive of 
BMARC, where Mr Aitken 
had been a director in the past 

Cross-examined by George 


CarmaaQC, counsel for the de- 
fence, Mr Trigger said: “The Al- 
Yamamah contract is a very 
complicated one that has in- 
volvement with the Govern- 
ment. British Aerospace, and 
other people. 

“It would be veiy difficult to 
put a figure on commission. 
Commission was obviously paid 
but my understanding is that all 
my work connected with the 
contract is governed by the 
Official Secrets Act”. 

Mystery surrounds Mr 
Aitken s September 1993 visit to 
the Paris Rilz Hotel where he 
met Said Ayas. a friend and 
business associate, and a former 
assistant to Saudi Prince 
Mohammed who paid the bill. 

Mr Aitken had claimed he was 
on a family holiday. But he was 
shown to have lied under oath. 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

Britain's seven million mobile 
phone users will have to change 
their phone numbers within 
the next four years, under a 
scheme proposed by the tele- 
coms regulator Oficl. 

The proposal will cause dis- 
ruption and extra expense for 
long-standing users, who will 
have to change stationery and in- 
form contacts. Oftel claims that 
the move Is justified because in- 
dustry figures show that “on av- 
erage" users only keep a mobile 
phone for two and a half years. 

The four main networks have 
been quick to point out that the 
figure is misleading because 
many people have actually kept 
the same mobile phone for up to 
12 rears, and that the low aver- 


age is caused by corporate clients 
who sign up fora few months to 
take advantage of cheap deals but 
then move on toother networks 
when those expire. 

Phone operators also say that 
the move will delay the intro- 
duction of "number portability" 
- by which somebody could re- 
tain the same phone number 
even though they’ change be- 
tween networks. Portability 
would reduce the cost of chang- 
ing between networks, because 
it cuts down on reprinting of sta- 
tionery. for example. 

The proposal has been large- 
ly overlooked since its publica- 
tion earlier this year, because it 
came at the same time as sug- 
gestions for new numbering sys- 
tems for cities across the country 
It would mean that all mobile 
phone numbers would start with 


the prefix 07. which would also 
be used for pagers. Vodafone will 
begin allocating the first such 
number; later this summer, af- 
ter receiving an allocation from 
Oftel earlier this month. 

Presently, mobile phone 
numbers can begin with a num- 
ber of prefixes, including 09, US. 
04 and 03. In 1 995, following the 
“Phoneday " in which all fixed 
numhers were changed to start 
with 01. Oftel declared that 04- 
numhers would in fuiurc denote 
mobile phones. Bui then it re- 
versed ils decision. 

The regulator said yesterday 
dial the reason lor introducing 
the 07 prefix was that people 
wanted u > know when they were 
eidl ing a mi »brle phone, as the ex- 
isting variety meant ii was not al- 
ways obvious from the number. 

But one network operator 
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pointed out yesterday that this 
solution will not be perfect be- 
cause besides mobile phones the 
U7 prefix will include "person- 
al ' numbers, which are guar- 
anteed to reach any number, 
fixed or mobile, and pagers. All 
could have different pricing 
regimes. “We’re not as con- 
vinced as Oftel that grouping all 
the numbers under the 07 pre- 
fix win help people know what 
the charge for phoning will 
be. ' said one industry source. 

Charges for calling mobile 
phones can vary enormously. 

The technical cost of chang- 
ing mobile phone numbers will 
almost all be borne by the net- 
works. rather than the cus- 
tomers. “The market in the 
L K ls too competitive for us to 
do anything else," said a 
spokesman for Vodafone. 
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Poll confirms Mandelson’s grip on Labour 

° . ... ... .w. chairs^oflh^Ourop^ 



Peter Mandelson: Sits on 
11 Cabinet committees 


John Rentoul 

Britain’s opinion-formers think 
Peter Mandelson is the most 
powerful figure in the Labour 
government, ranking behind 
only the Prime Minister and the 
Chancellor, according to a sur- 
vey for The Independent. 

Despite his status at Minis- 
ter of State level outside the 
Cabinet. 37 per cent said Mr 
Mandelson would be among 
those with “most influence over 
government policy during the 
next five years”. 

hi a poll of 100 business 
leaders, civil servants, MFs, 
trade unionists and media edi- 
tors carried out by Opinion 
Leader Research, Mr Mandel- 
son pushed Robin Cook, the 
Foreign Secretary, and John 


Prescott, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, into fourth and fifth 
places. 

The opinion leaders’ panel . 
was asked to name the three in- 
dividuals they expected to be 
most influential. While Gordon 
Brown, the Chancellor, was 
named by 64, Mr Cook was 
named by 24 and Mr Prescott 
by only 11, 

Unusually for a non-Cabinet 
member, Mr Mandelson sits on 
II of the 19 Cabinet committees 
set up by Tony Blair and last 
week he was appointed to take 
charge of the Millennium 
Dome project, which many 
Cabinet ministers want 
scrapped but which is close to 
the Prime Ministers heart. 

However, when asked to rate 
which Labour politicians have 


Power of persuasion: how they shape up 


Which Labour politicians 
have* Impressed most? 


Who win be most mfluen- 
tiat over government poB- 

Cy? - ■ • ■ : 

t Tony Blair - 83; . ' 

2. Gordon Brown - 64; - 
a Peter .Mandelson -37; . 
4 Robin Cook -24; ' . 

5. John Prescott -n; 

£ Frank Field - 9; 

7. Bin Clinton - 7; 

• Lord Irvine - 7; 

Helmut Kohl - 7; 


• t Tony Blair 79r 
Z Gordon Brown 77; . 
a Robin Cook 54; . 

4. John Prescott 14; 

5, Peter Mandelson 13; 
a Mo Mowlam H; 

7. David BlunkettlO; •. 
8l Frank Field 8;. 
a Margaret Beckett-7; 
1G Jack Cunningham 4. . 


Opirim {jtcJerRatarch asked Iffl opinianjamm to name Jfear (op atfegore 


been most impressive in the 
Government’s early day's, Mr 
Cook comes third, scoring 54, 
behind Mr Blair on 79 and Mr 
Brown on 77. Mr Mandelson, 


on 13, trails in fifth place behind 
Mr Prescott on 14. Mo 
Mowlam, Secretary of Stole 
for Northern Ireland, scored 11, 
and David Blunkeii at educa- 


Eur0 KT Mr Blair is ukely to’ succeed in 

endhs“cuItureofdepeadeDty . askeo . aU its five 

TTie range of influences over ^ hviae & a more m- even the general 

Mr Blair s government is re- the leading bar- “ensure low mfla- 

flected in the three-way tie for , hasbeen a close confidant P. r °| nl *!lj se investment and 

seventh place in the influence A pr h ne Minister’s since Mr uon ’ then the economy" - 

wbictf 47 rated “likely" against 

U^dOiancallo'. each attract- a ro |e in Labours 32 "“^ were carried out 

ina seven votes. __ .. and now sits on _ mi „ 


Duncan will keep 
MPs ‘on message’ 


Colin Brown and 
Fran Abrams 


The Conservatives' own “Peter 
Mandelson” figure. Alan Dun- 
can, was rewarded yesterday for 
his success in running William 
Hague's campaign for the Tory 
party leadership with promotion 
to the Opposition Leader's 
office. 

In a series of appointments 
to his political office, Mr Hague 
rewarded ,Mr Duncan by mak- 
ing him his Parliamentary Po- 
litical Secretary. 

It is an unpaid appointment, 
but like Mr Maude Ison's post in 
the Labour Party, it carries 
untold influence. 

Mr Duncan will be in charge 
of trying to ensure that the par- 
ty and the 164 Tory MPs stick 
to the agreed line on policy, rais- 
ing fears among pro- European 
Tory MPs that it will mean en- 
forcing opposition to the single 
European currency. 

Mr Duncan said that he 
would be “helping to ensure that 
the Conservative Party speaks 
with one voice”. 

Like Tony Blair's minister 
without portfolio, Mr Duncan 
is regarded as a Machiavellian 
figure behind the- leader of his 
party, who has made enemies, 
for his razor-like ability with the 


parliamentary put-down. He is 
also rated highly for his spin 
doctoring s kills and was the dri- 
ving force behind the slick and 
skilful presentation of Mr 
Hague as a “fresh start”. 

Acting as the go-between for 
the Conservative leader and his 

party chairman. Lord Parkinson, 
Mr Duncan, will play a crucial 
role in the shaping of the image 
of the new Tory party under Mr 
Hague, and the sharpening of its 
attack on Labour. • 

Mr Hague also announced 
four other paid appointments to 
his private office, including two 
MPs who lost their seats at the 
election: Charles Hendry, the 
former Tory MP for High Peak, 
chief-of-staffi Sebastian Coe, 
former Tory MP for Falmouth 
and Camborne, as his deputy 
chi ef-of- staff; George Osborne, 
former political adviser to Dou- 
glas Hogg, as his political sec- 
retary, and Mark Fox, a former 
Central Office researcher as po- 
litical office assistant. 

Meanwhile, new dissent 
broke out in the Conservative 
Party as the foundation that ran 
John Redwood's campaign 
office launched a full-frontal 


newspaper reports suggested 
that it would be closed down 
now that Mr Redwood had 
been offered a Shadow Cabinet 
post 

Yesterday the director of the 
think-tank, Hywell Williams, 
accused Conservative Central 
Office of briefing against Mr 
Redwood through fear that he 
would build up an alternative 
power-base m his old office. 

A Sunday Express headline on 
a story about the foundation's 
demise claimed: “Hague gets 
tough in warning to plotters." 

Mr Williams said that as 
director of the organisation he 
intended to keep Conservative 
2000 open. 

“One of the things that di- 
vided the lory party during the 
last period in government was 
the way in which the centre 
briefed against members of its 
own Cabinet. This must not 
happen again, but what happens 
first of all is this,” he said 

Mr Redwood refused to be 
drawn into the row. though. He 
said he had removed his per- 
sonal belongings from the foun- 
dation's Westminster office 
yesterday afternoon. 

n Ul .( a.n 




Action man: Sports minister Tony Banks demonstrating technique for the Commons vs Lords tug of war at Westminster Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 
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Unlike some other health plans, 
with Primecare you pay the same 
premium however many children 
you have. 

In addition Primecare gives you 
and your family comprehensive 
cover, with no financial limits on |, 
surgeons’ and anaesthetists’ fees. 
Which could be very important to 
you one day. And to your children. 1 

Prime Health 


A member of the “Standard Life Croup 


Fran Abrams 

Ralitlcal Correspondent 


Labour's windfall tax on priva- 
tised utilities will hit Britain's 
poorest citizens rather than the 
“fat cats”, Paddy Ashdown said 
last night. The Liberal Demo- 
crat leader told a party gather- 
ing at Westminster that the tax 


was “a gimmick, turned into a 
policy, made into a flagship ". 

The money the Government 
planned to use to fund its Wel- 
fare-to-Work programme - 
around £3bn - was not its to 
spend, he said. It had been paid 
in charges by the public and 
should be given back to them. 

The attack was the strongest 


yet by him on Labour’s plans. 

Labour's focus on taxing the 
privatised utilities was similar to 
the Tory government’s lactic of 
paying for income tax cuts by 
forcing council lax up and pin- 
ning the hlame on local author- 
ities. Mr Ashdown said. In this 
case, the Government’s ideo- 
logical enemies were not Lab- 


our councils, but utility bosses. 

By committing itself to the 
Conservatives' spending plans 
Labour had condemned teach- 
ers to the sack and hospital 
wards to closure. If the Chan- 
cellor did not provide increased 
investment to prevent these cuts 
the Liberal Democrats would 
vote against the Budget, he said. 
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news 


Higher education: The cost and supply of university accommodation is a growing problem, especially in the South-east 

Students learn 


hard way with 
higher rents 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

Thousands of university slu- 
deats are paying out more than 
their entire grant in rent as 
prices rocket, according to a 
new book. 

Rent in both in halls of res- 
idence and privately owned 
houses varies widely between 
and within different university 
towns, say the authors. 

This year's Student Book , 
based on information from 280 
universities and colleges, paints 
a bleak picture of student 
accommodation. Some have 
little or no university hails or 
housing. 

Thames Valley University 
has none while Westminster 
has room for 11 per cent of its 
students. Cambridge, by com- 
parison, can house 85 per cent 

Half-board in university halls 
costs between £62 and £79 a 
week at Birmingham compared 
with £53 at Cardiff. 

Self-catering in ball costs be- 
tween £29 and £51 at Man- 
chester compared with £32 at 
York. Private housing may cost 
as little as £25 a week in Brad- 
ford or as much as £50 in Bris- 
tol or £100 in London. 

"Student accommodation 
costs a lot Some student unions 
report students paying over 100 
per cent of then grant in rent 
If you are ludtyeaough to have 
a choice, go for living in col- 
lege," the book advises. 

The grant, now £1,710 ayear 
outside London, was frozen by 
the previous government which 
introduced loans for student 
maintenance. 

Klaus Boehm, one of the 
book's authors, said that both 
private landlords and universi- 
ties could pose problems few stti- 


deats. One Manchester stu- 
dent was sued for a year’s rent 
after he left his rented house 
which had no lock on the door, 
was uninsurable and which was 
repeatedly burgled. 

Another student arrived at a 
new university for his first year 
with a letter guaranteeing ac- 
commodation and was told 
there was none. Only after his 
father threatened to expose 


Examples of average 
weekly rent for 
students 

Bradford University: 
£59.90 half board; - 
£35.15^53.50 self- . . 
catering; , 
private, £25-£30- 

Bristoi University: • 
half board from £66; 
seffcataring from £32; . 
private, £40-50. 

Cambridge Uniwrsityr 
£30-50 plus meals ■ 
(colleges vary); 
priyate^ESO-so.-:; 

Ecftriburgh University. 
£67-77 full board;- : . 
£42 jsetf-catermg; .. 
,pjwate, £40r45. -• 

feSdtflesex University: 
£4t?54 self-catering; - * ' 
private, £45-60: - . 

Oxford University: 
£59v£63.70 half board; 
£33- £57- selfcatering . 
■(cbfleges vary) ; V 
private^ -■WMOi'' ; ;■ : 

S&urpB: The NsNfo&Siudant 
aooJf 7998 - '■ I- * : .V; 7 ; 


the vice-chancellor did some ex- 
cellent housing materialise. 

The book says: "The amount 
of college/university accom- 
modation is astonishingly vari- 
able. Avery few universities and 
colleges are aiming to accom- 
modate ail their students; quite 
a number aim to house at least 
first-year students." 

Mr Boehm said: “For his- 
torical reasons, the former poly- 
technics lend to have Lhe less 
student accommodation than 
the old universities." 

He says that the most no- 
ticeable change in student life 
recently has been the increasing 
number who work in term-time 
to make ends meet. Term-time 
work is barred at Oxford and 
Cambridge but most other uni- 
versities are resigned to it. 

Work is available on many 
campuses and some universities, 
for example, Aberdeen and 
W&rwick, try to help students 
find jobs off campus. 

Douglas Trainer, president of 
the National Union of Stu- 
dents. said: “Rent prices have 
gone through the roof and for 
many students this is their 
biggest outgoing. Rents in the 
South-east and, particularly in 
London, are very high and. in- 
creasingly, students feel they 
cannot afford to study in these 
places. It limits people's op- 
portunities and choice." 

If all else fails, the book sug- 
gests squatting (except in Scot- 
land. where the law is stricter) 
(hough it wants that the law 
needs watching and that they 
will need to react quickly to 
landlords, especially if they go 
tocoun. 

■ The Nat West Student Book 
1998 ; ; Klaus Boehm and Jenny 
Lees-Spalding; Trotroan & Co; 
£9.99. 




Lean days: Students arriving at Cambridge, where they are banned from taking term-time jobs to help pay the Mis 


Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


‘It’s a question of affording a degree’ 


Khushpal Assi, 21, is a second-year law 
and management student at Middlesex. 
He isn't taking out a student loan - be 
“needed to, but never got round to it", 
and will take one this coming year. He 
has an overdraft of only £60 and doesn't 
get a grant, however he is completely re- 
liant on his parents and holiday work. 
His college accommodation costs 
around £50 a week, and his bill doesn't 
include electricity. 

Tom Stampford finished his finals in 
Geography and Geology a week ago at 
Keele University. His debts are £6500; 
a £2000 overdraft and three student 
loans. This figure is “about average" 
among his friends, “and inevitable. I 
knew the situation before 1 came and 
what I was gening in to." Despite rela- 


Undergraduates tell Ihe Independent of their experiences 

tively low rents, students at Keele have around £1800 this summer by working 
had to face falling government funding, for his college organising conferences. 
As a result, the Students' Union en- In Oxford, students are not allowed to 
courages its members to work. Paul Cor- do paid work during term-time, though 
□ell. the union president, explains that rooms can cost up to £100 a week. Dave's 
they “actively try to recruit students, parents give him £700 ayear, and he has 
We’ve got to. It’s a question of not bav- a £1000 grant, 
mg a degree if you can't afford iL" Aneesa Chawla, 20, is a second-year 

Dave Flynn, 20, is a second-year Law student at the LSE. She only gets 
English undergraduate at Lady Margaret a nominal grant and had to take out a 
Hall, Oxford; a relatively poor college, student loan of £1000. She also has a 
He’s had “nothing, apart from a £120 weekend job. Her parents are con- 
exam prize which 1 won four weeks ago tribuiing a lot towards her living ex- 
and still hasn’t been paid". This will go peases. “A lot of the students here are 
straight into his bank account, current- foreigners who are wealthy enough to 
ly overdrawn by £990, forcing him to study here and have no problems with 
work every holiday. He expectsTo earn the high rent. The home students tend 


the high rent. The home students tend dation costs around £40-£75 a week. 


to have more financial problems and 
have to work to meet the living costs. 
There should be more subsidies for stu- 
dents rather than loans which have to 
be paid back." 

Deepa Hundalani, 20, is studying 
Social Policy and Government at the 
LSE. She's had two £250 overdrafts, but, 
although many students at the LSE work 
for money during term-time, she hasn’t 
taken up" a job because “the responsi- 
bility and commitment required in a pan 
lime job really conflict with University 
life, especially towards end of the year 
when you've got exams". She's not as des- 
perate as others though: her parents con- 
tribute to her living expenses and she's 
living at home. University accommo- 
dation costs around £40-£75 a week- 
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news ■ _______ 

Strike wines 300 trains from timeta e 


4 


4 


Randeep Rantesh 

Transport Correspondent 



passengers.] 1 This would mean tatives met officials of the con- meats. “A lot of drivers have 

300 less trains — nearly 20 per dilation service, Acas, to explain been made redundant in recent 

cent of scheduled services -than their side of a dispute. A years and it would not be diffi- 

Hundreds of t rams may be per- were supposed to run. spokesman for Aslef said that cult to convert them to our net- 

manently lost from the summer The dispute centres on a re- it was an opportunity to “brief work,'’ said one Connex director, 

timetable as a result of a rail dis- structuring deal involving pay, Acas on the union's position". A spokesman for Opraf 

pute on a key part of the Lon- and a shorter week, as well as The company, whkiioperates _ office of passenger rail i— 

don commuter network. on working practices for train trains from Surrey, Sussex and ’ chising, which now oversees — - --- - - . act io Q agamsi u» “*** — - 

Senior directors from Coimex drivere. Management says that Hampshire into London Bridge the network, doubted whether Acomtex union. %dConn ex South Cen- an ^ fma Sisthatithasal- a sSjkesman for 

South Central said they are it will not negotiate with the dri- and Victoria, is also considering any changes to the timetable experts . the tral is expected to end the A“ . out similar 

considering plans to “formalise vers union, Aslef while its hiring drivers to replace those could be made quickly. He cancellations 5® arrangement whereby union rea< ^ o( , me ntswitb20ofthe25 tbeumon. 

timetable in or- members are out on strike. ^unwillma to ccnmerate added: “Wewould expect Con- 2S35L are deduced bom arrangements with « _ 

tier tn reduce the uncertainty for Yesterday, union represen- with the new woridne arrange- nex to see os first." day. This isajspmeapy : — — 1 - 
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The ancient 
Chinese texts 
that foiled 
test of time 


JoJo Moyas 


A respected Chinese collector 
of ancient manuscripts ran a 
huge forging operation, creat- 
ing fake texts so convincing 
that they ended up in the British 
Library’s own collection, and 
were only discovered more than 
half a century later, it emerged 
yesterday. 

Staff at the library have dis- 
covered that up to 600 suppos- 
edly ancient Chinese texts from 
their 15,000^strong archive were 
found to date from closer to 
1940 than AD400. 

New tests, carried out as part 
of a process to log the collection 
onto a digital database, re- 
vealed that many stemmed from 
a counterfeit operation run by 
Shengduo Li and his family 
from the turn of the century. 

Mr Li's scam is believed to 
have begun in 1911 when he 
persuaded a Chinese official to 
divert to his house an ox cart 
transporting a large collection 
of real manuscripts from the 
Silk Road site of Dunhuang to 
the National Library of China. 
This grew, until he master- 


minded an operation forging 
copies by the hundred, with se- 
rial numbers on the authentic 
manuscripts bong altered to tal- 
ly with the forgeries. His repu- 
tation as an eminent collector 
apparently made him immune 
to question. Some of the fakes 
are believed to have been pro- 
duced after his death in 1935. 

The manuscripts were dis- 
covered as a result of the trans- 
fer of the collection onto a digital 
database. Japanese scholars, who 
had limited access to their own 
manuscripts, had come to com- 
pare their own copies with the 
British Library’s and discovered 
a number of dues. 

“The level of sophistication 
of the forgeries is quite inter- 
esting. But it’s not surprising, as 
the Chinese have a long tradi- 
tion and tend' to do things as 
they have for hundreds of years, 
such as paper-making and cal- 
ligraphy,” said Dr Susan Whit- 
field, the British Library’s 
curator of Chinese manuscripts. 

“There was a lot of turmoil 
at the time they were made, so 
the fact that they could still find 
time is surprising. But they still 



True and false: Dr Susan Whitfield, head of the International Dunhuang project, displaying a genuine 9th -century Lotus 


fell down, sometimes in trying 
to be too dever. For example, 
using forms of words that date 
from BC200 rather than 
AD400," Dr Whitfield added. 

“You would have to be a real 
scholar to know the difference 
between those two. Many peo- 


ple have been fooled, and many 
continue to be fooled." 

The fake manuscripts are 
scrolls, imitating the genuine 
versions of calligraphy on dyed 
yellow paper. One of the newest 
dues to their lade of veracity has 
been provided by a method 


perfected at Queen's Universi- 
ty. Belfast which can detect 
whether the paper has been 
dyed with a bark derivative 
from the amur cork tree, as with 
the real items. 

Dr Whitfield stressed yes- 
terday that Shengduo Li was not 


the only person involved in 
faking Chinese manuscripts, 
and that “many local figures" 
were also involved. 

The Chinese themselves, she 
said, were relaxed about the 
find, as they had a large num- 
ber of originals. The Japanese, 


who had a much smaller col- 
lection, were “sensitive" about 
it. The findings will be dis- 
cussed at a dosed conference of 
specialists next week. 

The fate of the faked manu- 
scripts is not uncertain. “We will 
keep them out of curiosity val- 


■ ue. They are still manuscripts of 
up to 100 years old and inter- 
esting in themselves for a whole 
lot of other reasons, like tech- 
nology. paper-making in the 
20th century," she said. “For 
some scholars that mayactual- 
ly be more interesting." 


Sum manuscript (left) and a fake Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 4 * 
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Go on, be a devil Man cannot live by bread alone 

Sainsbury s 

. FRESH .FOOD, FRESH IDEAS. 


*ALL DAY 


BAKING AVAILABLE AT 0F 0UR 


STORES. PRODUCTS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. SOME LINES AVAILABLE AT LARGER STORES ONLY, ALSO AVAILABLE AT SAINSBURVS SAVACENTRES. WE'D BE INTERESTED IN YOUR COMMENTS: WWW.sainsburys.CO.uk 
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Canadian Indians 
prepare ambush 
for Cabot voyagers 


All at sea; The Matthew, a replica of the ship in which Cabot 
reached North America, nearing Newfoundland Photograph: AP 


Ian BurreO 

A voyage re-tracing John Cabot's 
15th-century journey to Newfound- 
land is set to sail into a storm of con- 
troversy when it reaches Canada 
today. Protesters from the Innu na- 
tion, a tribe of North American In- 
dians, will be waiting on the quayside, 
intending to spoil the celebrations, 
due to be attended by the Queen, 
who is visiting Canada this week. 

They are angry that an event 
which led to the deaths of thousands 
of Indians from Western diseases 
should be regarded as cause for a 
jamboree. They are also furious that 
low-level flying exercises by the Roy- 
al Air Force are driving away cari- 
bou herds on which they have relied 
for food and clothing. The voyage by 
the replica of Cabot's ship, the 
Matthew, began in Bristol seven 
weeks ago and has also attracted crit- 
icism for its all-male crew. David 
Alan-WBliams, the skipper, denied 
being prejudiced. “The few (women ) 
who applied just didn’t work out,” be 
said. Now the SOft, three-masted ves- 
sel, which cost£l Jm of Cornish mil- 
lionaire Mike Slade’s money to 
build, faces further outcry. Katie 
Rich, leader of the 16,000 Innu who 
live in eastern Quebec and Labrador, 
said the protest was being held be- 
cause the Indians did not believe 
Cabot actually discovered anything. 
“When Cabot ‘discovered' New- 


foundland all he had to do was 
plant a flag and say ‘This is crown 
land*. But there were people here al- 
ready: the Indian people across 
Canada. The indigenous people 
have died from cholera, smallpox and 
starvation and yet ... Newfoundland 
wants to celebrate that. We feel there 
is nothing to celebrate." 

Ms Rich said continued use of 
Goose Bay base by the RAF and oth- 
er air forces was causing great dam- 
age. “The elders say there is a 
change in the migration routes of the 
caribou and to the conditions of the 
animals ... The Newfoundland gov- 
ernment wants countries to practise 
low-level flying in our territory but 
we have never been asked if we would 
allow them to do that.” The RAF 
makes around 1,000 sorties a year 
from Goose Bay and regards it as an 
important facility. 

The Indian protests will disappoint 
the Duke of Edinburgh, who has tak- 
en a dose interest in the Matthew's 
progress across the Atlantic. 

*1 wish her master and crew God- 
speed and a safe passage,” he said 
as it left Bristol. 

When Cabot arrived jn New- 
foundland, the Innu were already a 
thriving trading people, who lived in 
tepees and hunted with bows and ar- 
rows. Attempts to assimilate them 
into European society, first by mis- 
sionaries and later by federal gov- 
ernments, proved disastrous. 


Richard Garside, of the Survival 
International organisation, said: 
“The colonisation of their land has 
left them with a society and culture 
on the verge of total collapse. Alco- 
holism and abuse are rife and they 
have perhaps the worst suicide rate 
in North America." 

Despite the Innu protests, the 
Matthew's 18-strong crew of experi- 
enced sailors will receive a raptur- 
ous reception from other 
well-wishers, with 120 ships expect- 
ed to join the vessel as it sails into 
the harbour at Bonavista, on the east 
coast of Newfoundland. 

Cabot was the first European 
recorded to set foot in North Amer- 
ica, arriving in 1497, five years after 
Columbus reached the Caribbean. To 
mark the occasion, the Matthew's 
crew are expected to don calico 
shirts, padded waistcoats and caps for 
the last leg of their voyage. Ar least 
one crew-member, however, is aware 
of the Innu concerns. He has agreed 
to carry a message of sympathy to the 
Indians from supporters in the West 
Country. One of its authors, Mary 
Hazelwood, of the Bristol-based 
group Our Common Future, said In- 
dian cultures taught the West valu- 
able lessons about sustainable 
lifestyles. The letter ends: “We can- 
not redress the wrongs of the past but 
we can try to bring about a better fu- 
ture for those that have given so 
much of value to us." 


Hot reception: Indians say there is little to celebrate, tte 
‘discovery’ led to nothing but misery Photograph. Peter S/bbald 
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4 Disposable Fountain Pen 

Traditional style, special 
alloy nib, disposable 
fountain pen. 

Unique ink control 
system. 

High capacity Liquid Ink 
reservoir. 

Starts first time, writes 
to the very last drop. 
Convenient to use - 
no mess, no fuss. 


More than a pen, it’s a... PILOT 


Available from: W.H. Smith, Woolworth, Ryman, John Menzies, Stationery Box, John Lewis, Wartrose, 
Savacentre, Staples, Paperchase, Partners the Stationers and all good stationers. 


Charles Kray gets 12 
years for drug plot 


Khn Sengupta . 
and James MeHor 


At the end, there were a lot of 
tears, jeers, and a few sets of 
cauliflower ears. The fan club 
was there yesterday to see 70- 
year-old Charles Kray, the 
grand old man of the London 
underworld, sent off to jail for 
12 years for masterminding a 
£39m cocaine plot 

Kray, of Sanderstead in south 
London, was arrested after 
falling for a police sting in 
which he had offered to supply 
massive amounts of the drug to 
undercover officers. The pro- 
posed transaction bad beeD se- 
cretly taped. 

Before being led down to the 
cells, Kray once again protested 
his innocence. He said: “All my 
life I have advised people, par- 
ticularly young people, never to 
be involved in drugs. I swear on 
my son's life I have never han- 
dled drugs in my life. The juries 
have got it wrong for me before 


and this jury has got it wrong. " 

Friends 'and fe/low villains 
fear the lengthy sentence means 
all three brothers of the gang- 
land family could die behind 
bars. Ronnie died two years ago. 
while Reggie is said to he pes- 
simistic of getting parole from 
his life sentence. 

But Charles Kray's partner. 
Judy Stanley, is certain that he 
will'survive incarceration. The 
42-year-old daughter of a South 
London headmaster said out- 
side Woolwich Crown Court, in 
south-east London: "Wc will 
appeal. It is absolutely right. 
There are no grounds for con- 
viction or the entrapment. 
Twelve years is a long time, but 
Charlie will be fine. He will be 
very strong. He is a very strong 
man and he will deal with it. He 
just has to hold on for the next 
few months before the appeal." 

Kray was unanimously con- 
victed on two counts. He was 
found guilty of offering to sup- 
ply five kilogrammes of high-pu- 


rity cocaine every fortnight for 
two years, and also of actually 
supplying two kilogrammes of 
the drug. Over the period it 
would have netted Kray £Sm. 

Two of Kray's accomplices 
who had earlier pleaded guilty 
were also sentenced yester- 
day. Ronald Field, 50. of 
Raynes Park, south-west. Lon- 
don. who admitted the two of- 
fences Kray denied received 
nine years. 

Robert Gould, of Wimble- 
don, south London, who ad- 
mitted supplying iwo 
kilogrammes of cocaine, was 
sentenced to five years. 

In 1969. Kray was convicted of 
being an accessory to the mur- 
der of Jack “The Hat” McViiie. 
Since aiming out of prison in 
1974, the police believe he had 
been involved in constant 
villainy. 

Over the years various law 
agencies had” targeted him no 
less than a dozen times. This 
was. for Kray, the unlucky 13th. 



• Civil Servants 

■ Town Hall Employees 

• Teachers 

• Lecturers 

• Posl Office Staff 

• NHS Staff 

• Police 

• Nurses 

• Fire Service 

• Prison Officers 

• Ambulance Service 
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Abattoirs 
will be 
forced 
to ease 
suffering 
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John Harvey 

Millions of chickens, turkeys 
and other animals going 
through UK abattoirs are to be 
protected from pain and distress 
under new laws. 

For the first time, the Gov- 
ernment intends to use legisla- 


tion to ensure that animals 
ending up on dinner plates are 
stunned and killed correctly. 

Until now, welfare in abba- 
toirs has been based on codes 
of practice and from the Min- 
istry of Agriculture. But in an 
interview with The Indepen- 
dent, Elliot Moriey, the junior 


agriculture -minister, said he 
was determined that slaugh- 
tering should be carried out un- 
der the highest standards. 

He will use proposals pub- 
lished by the European Com- 
mission last year to enact laws 
■‘which try to reduce the suf- 
fering and abuse exposed in 


documentaries, newspaper ar- 
ticles and official reports”. 

Rster Stevenson, legal and po- 
litical director of Compassion in 
Worid Finning, welcomed the 
move, but said there was still 
more the Government could do. 
More than 700 million birds and 
35 million pigs, cattle and sheep 


are killed each year in UK ab- 
batous. Before they are killed, 
they are supposed to be stunned 
to avoid any pain while they are 
bleeding to death. But ineffec- 
tive stunning can mean ani- 
mals regain consciousness 
before they die. TTiis may be be- 
cause the electrical stun in too 


short, there is too long a time 
gap between stunning and 
throat cutting, or the wrong 
blood vessels are cue. 

Mr Moriey’s new legislation 
will mean that, for the first time, 
minimum electrical currents 
have to be used for stunning, 
and both carotid arteries have 
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to be cut, ensuring a rapid 
death. -Some sections of the 
poultry industry only cut one 
artery, and there have been wel- 
fare concerns about that,” said 
Mr Moriey. “U is important that 
both carotid arteries are cut 
after stunning." 

Peter Scott. General Secre- 
tary of the Federation of Fresh 

Meat Wholesalers -represent- 
ing red meat abbatofrs - said his 
members would support a new 
law concerning electric stun 
currents and cutting both 
carotid vessels. “Where we 
mig ht have reservations Ls in the 
setting of currents which could 
be required of us.” 

Evidence suggests that the is- 
sue of stun currents needs to be 
tackled. For example, research 
by Bristol University scientists 
suggests that more then 50 per 
cent of turkeys suffer from 
painful electric shocks before 
they are stunned In 1993, a 
Ministiy of Agriculture abbatoir 
survey found pigs being stunned 
with the wrong current and re- 
covering from the stun before 
they were killed. 

About 20 per cent - or 2.5 
million animals — a re suffocat- 
ed with carbon dioxide each 
year, which scientists have 
found can cause distress. Mr 
Moriey said be will look at al- 
ternatives to this. 

Another approach which Mr 
Moriey wants to look at is the 
use of fail-safe devices. These 
1 automaticaifystop the stun if the 
electrical resistance of an indi- 
vidual animal - because of un- 
usually thick fur for example - 
means insufficient electrical 
current is being delivered. “It is 
now five years since it became 


law i OUS e these device in ^ 
huinirs ” said Peter Stevens. 
-The excuse (was! that there 
not a good working model on 
the market then but. now h 

-^JSBSUs 

veSopcdat * 

collaboration with the Meat 
and Livestock Commission. 
“There is a coiotnCR'ial.device 
which is now available.” 

■Meanwhile. Mr Moriey will 
soon have to consider a report 
Tthe welfare ofW««£» 
from the Farm Animal Welfare 
Council. For years, campaign- 
ers have said the battery cages 
used to produce eggu should be 
banned, and Mr Moriey would 
like to see them phased out. 

“But that has to be done 
across Europe, because it would 
not be logical for us to wipe out 
battery cages in the UK and 
then have our markets taken 
over by eggs produced in simi- 
lar cages on the Continent. 

■ Twin campaigns were mount- 
ed in Parliament yesterday to 
end the “extensive suffering" ex- 
perienced by broiler chickens 
and to ban the use of battety- 
hen cages throughout the Eu- 
ropean Union. 

Labour MPs have tabled two 
Commons motions demanding 
urgent action to safeguard the 
welfare of chickens which “are 
largely unprotected bythe law". 

One motion savs that inten- 
sively reared broiler chickens 
endure extensive suffering by 
being reared indoors in dark- 
ened. overcrowded sheds, and 
are forced to grow so quickly 
that their legs often cannot 
support their bodies. 
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news 


Gotham City comes to Battersea as 
Batman and his foes fly into town 


The Caped Crusader 
and Robin are back. 

Paul McCann 
reports on the hype 
for their new movie 


A mountain of bype was used to sup- 
port Britain's biggest and most 
expensive movie premiere last night 
when Batman anil Robin opened at 
nine screens in London's West End 
and at 19 cinemas across the coun- 
try. 

A massive party thrown inside Bat- 
tersea Bower Station which was con- 
verted into Gotham City for the 
night, complete with a “Wayne 
Manor”. So large has been the pre- 
release marketing effort by the film's 
makers, Warner Brothers, that some 
movie industry insiders wonder if it 
isn’t a tactic to swamp poor reviews 
because the film is a turkey. 

Batman and Robin, which cost 
more than $100m (£75m) to make, 
is the fourth in tire current series of 
Batman films and the second to be 
directed by Joel Schumacher. It 
goes on general release in the Unit- 
ed Kingdom from Friday. 

It opened in America last Friday 
to limp reviews, but Warner Broth- 
ers seamed distribution in a huge net- 
work of cinemas and it took 543.6m 
(£27m) at the box office in the first 
weekend. That was only just down 
on the $52~8m first weekend take of 
the last Batman film. Batman Fbm'cr 
- but well down on the $90m taken 
by Steven Spielberg's Jurassic Park 

sequel. The Lost World, in its first four 

days earlier this summer. 

The premiere in Britain mil be fol- 
lowed by similar process in at least 
half a dozen countries across Europe 
over the next month as the film’s stars 
tour the Continent giving interviews 
and appearing at premieres. 

“Gone are the days when you wait- 
ed a year for a blockbuster to make 
its way from the US to the rest of the 
world,” said Boyd Farrow, editor of 
the film industry blble. Screen Inter- 
national. “Now there is so much com- 
petition to have the summer 
blockbuster that they need to capi- 
talise immediately on the hype of the 
first opening weekend in America.” 

The film here is also helping to 
publicise the 0 {>eiiing of Warner 
Brothers' latest cinema complex- a 
32-screen behemoth in Battersea. 



Holy smokel: The caped crusader appears over Battersea power station, which is to be transformed into a 32-screen cinema complex . Photograph: Mykel Nicolaou 


The premiere was attended by 
three of the films four stars, Uma 
Thurman. Arnold Schwarzenegger 
and ER star George Clooney. 

Industry cynics claim that the 
stars were brought together for an 
unusual recording of Oprah in Amer- 
ica last week to help publicise the 
film’s release there. 

*T thin k they must be worried 


about what word-of-mouth reac- 
tion will do to it," says one industry 
source who wishes to remain anony- 
mous. “It is a classic lactic, you hype 
the film to the heavens, get it into 
asmany screens as possible on its first 
weekend and that way you get as 
marry people as possible in to see the 
film before (he fact that it is a 
turkey gets around." 


Mr Schumacher has already been 
forced to deny strong rumours in the 
American press that the film had to 
be extensively re-shot after poor au- 
dience reactions to test screenings. 
He is thought to have spent extra 
time in the editing suite removing 
what has been described as the- 
more “camp" aspects of the film. 

“Well there is certainly plenty of 


camp left in it,” says 77rr Indepen- 
dent's columnist John Lyttle who saw 
the film’s press preview. 

“The trnng looks like it has been 
set in a gay nightclub in the Seven- 
ties. It is more like the Sixties TV se- 
ries than the previous ‘Dark 
Avenger’ films - only the TV series 
was tetter at camping it up. 

“People at the preview were howl- 


ing at all the wrong places and at the 
end the Warner's publicity people 
looked shocked.” 

However, Boyd Farrow believes 
the release strategy is standard for 
such a big-budget film. “H may not 
be a masterpiece, but it is a good 
summer movie. And it has to fight 
off the competition from The Lost 
World and Men In Black.” 


Batman (1943) Colombia 
Starring: Lewis Wilson as :■ 
Batman and Douglas Croft as 
Robin. - . 

Verdict by Hafflweti's film 
“baste": A 15-episode Saturday 
morning serial where the 

caped enriader takes on a Dr 
Dak a. “A reasonably spirited 
romp marred by tinpot sets." 

Batman and Robin (1948) 
Columbia . 

Starring: Robert Lowery and 
John Uuncan. - . 

Hail/welTsve rdict If takes 15 
episodes to combat someone 
called The Wizard. 

Batman (1966) NP Publications 
Starring: Adam West in camp ■- 
pants and decidedly rion- 
macho Burt Ward. 

HalHweH's verdict Glossy 
feature version of TV serials. 
“The result is more childish 
than camp.* ■ 

Batman (1989) Warner Bros 
Starring: Michael Keaton as 
Batman, 'Jack Nicholson as - 
The Joker apd Kim Basinger 
as implausible be-spectaded 
reporter. 

Halliweirs verdict The 
campness of earlier versions ■■ 
gives way to a gloomier 
p^chologicaTlnterpretattori.* • 
Href weekend US takings: . 
$40.5rin. •• 

Batman Returns (1992) . 
Warner Bros-. . 

Starring: Michael Keaton as the 
depressed batbtoke.DannyDe 
Vrto as The Penguin and 
Michelle Pfeiffer in the best . 
costume so far as Caiwoman. . 
HalHweH's verdict: ft blacker, 
spikier, but less focused 
version of a Disney animation , 
feature." " 

First weekend US takings: . 
$45.7m. . . 

Batman Forever (1995) 

Warner Bros 

Starring: VaJWImer, Chris 
O'Donnell briefly. asRobin and 
Jhn Carey as The-Riddler.; 
fte///we//’s v9rclict Not available 
First: weekend US takings: ’■ T- 
$52LBm. -'.t- 


'THE LEGOLAND 


PIRATE 

WEEKEND. 

SO MUCH TO DO 
YOU WON'T 
BELIEVE YOUR 







LEGOLAND* ahoy! On June 28th 
and 29th you can pan for 
pirate gold, brave the Pirate Falls, 
and make off with £5 
of LEGOLAND* Loot if youVe 
in pirate dress, lads.' 

Rides! Shows! Adventures! 
The swashbuckling .lasts from 10am 
to 6pm. Prices? £15 adults, 

£12 children. Book on 0990 04 04 04 
or pay when you board. Ha harl 
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Free double memory offer, 


Now Compaq Deskpro — the 

UK’s Nol desktop PC' - offers- you 

even more performance, capacity and 

reliability. Because when you buv anv 
j j * * 

of the current Deskpro models we’ll 
double the standard memory for free. 

a 

Prices for the Deskpro 2000 5166 start 
at just £.905 + VAT (£1,063 inch VAT). 
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For this you get a ra gn.j 
166 MHz Intel Pentium* 
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the standard RAM doubled WfUOTS 
to 32MB. For details of your nearest 
Compaq reseller phone today on 

0990 23 24 25 
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President, Jiang Zemin 


the temporary home for the 

Photograph: David Rose 
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Stole Crawsh«* ■ 

Britain backeddcrwn yesterday ^^^J^Prime 

after a series of arguments with ff'™' _ he vulnerable 

Peking about soldiers of the Pea- U firing their brief 

pie’s liberation Army coming t°P r ° few hours in Hong 
mto Hone Kong before the stay ° , . .i. ev are whisked 
handover. More than SOOtroo^ .^0 the mainland The vis- 
wfll arrive at 9pm cm Monday 

night, three hours before the tharChmese lead- 

Umon Flak is hauled down. ?_ e SJd?not come into con- 
Briiainnad already reluc- f 'J^upoteatial protesters, 
tantfy agreed to ahow just un- approves. there 

der 200 unarmed PLA. soMwra Writes effort to send out 

into the territoiy m the last few elesan^ rea ssure the 
weeks before Hong Kong re- signals democrats or the 

turns to China. But y^texday s Hong f ^ orW ffiat tolerant 
agreement went much further, res[°* q£W watchword. 

Se 509 additional Chinese ^ future justice 

mainland troops - almost trip- Y<^raay, Cheung, era- 
ling the numbers -will be allow- seoetaor. Democratic 

edto cany rifles and sidearms. a ^ig which vio- 

There b enormous sensitry- ,^L d ^^[hey will be sub- 

ity on both sides about the ! at f " gn.- The new 

Chinese entitlement (or lack of gfeTMecutive, Tung Chee- 

it) to carry weapons. Reuters chref « ccu ^ on S S unday 
new agency reported that ear- hwa, m d ^ the in- 
ly yesterday PLA troops earh- jj* Pekm°-app roved leg- 

er visited a Bank of China SSSI'would be backdated to 
budding in Hong Kong and af- h I h wmjd enable 

ter emerging with a stack of m tl* 

metal boxes about the r#t are ^cil to be prose- 

to contain weapons, manhan- jfg* h . act i 0 ns unme- 
dled an American news pho- cuted tor ineu . , 

tographer who happe ned tob e diatety ^ or5 ?. c ^ e scenario 

at the soene. The photograph- » be . a « ow chi- 
er, working on the handover for would * c X t ^e tumed on 
the Far Eastern Economic^ Re- nesewe^onsto 
view magazine, said a PLA of- protesters, te J ille- 

ficer pounced on him when he de .'P I t ^ e “ fiera i tv assumed that 
rabedhisea^ratoshootthe ^ SjEE^wish toenler 

™ 'the PLA era with quite such a 

Lnnn hnutptfpr much it would 


^Mr-thePIA the olw era With quite such a 

present tad been done, British bang, however much it wouJd 
officials were keen to put a like to see its critics silenced. 

brave face on it saying the . Hong £ 

n res e nee of the soldiers before ove council, which will b^re 
HS was ' “central to Chi- placed by acopncilmore^- 
nesenercentions of the restore- pathetic to Peking, yesterday be- 
So? Britain Jan its final session, discussing 

toSed teS wuld be- a raft of routine legislation. 

have -in a way wewould regard Upfor g ci n ri o uyMWcyty 
as acceptable'- The official rea- from a Western HartwurCross 
son given for the armed troops’ mg Bye-Law to * P°g 

earlv arrival was to allow the (Amendment) Bill. The rituals 

PLA “to perform its dudes continued to be played out as if 
faun Zero Hour on 1 July”. in the House of Comm £ 
The 509 soldiers wOl arrive m eluding a formal bow 01 tne 
39 vehicles and will be posted head, when members entered 
at four points in the territory, the chamber. There was little ac- 
inctuding the Prince of Wales knowledgement that an era is 
barracks, close to where the about to end. 


1/UDCiiuuieuL/ — ~ 

continued to be played out as if 
in the House of Commons, in- 
cluding a formal bow of the 
head, when members entered 
the chamber. There was little ac- 
knowledgement that an era is 
about to end. 


You don’t need to be an accountant to 
understand wjaere you are with a Barclayloan. 
You repay just two things: the amount you 
borrowed, and interest on the balance you owe. 
And nothing else. No ‘service charges! No 
‘arrangement’ fees. 

And no early repayment charges should you 


decide to repay the loan earlier than you anticipated. 

If you’re a Barclays customer well be pleased 
to tell you more on 0500 200 250, or you can 
call into any branch. If you aren’t, simply post 
the coupon to the address shown or pop in and see 
us. And discover why Britain’s favourite loan 
is a Barclayloan. 


Peking steps up executions 
in war against drugs trade 
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Teresa Poole 

Peking 

Jusi over 150 years since China 
lost the Opium War, the coun- 
try is again fighting a losing bat- 
tle against drugs. A national 
crackdown has been imple- 
mented in the run-up to the re- 
turn of Hong Kong, resulting in 
a surge of death sentences as the 
authorities attempt to curb 
smuggling and drug use. At 
least 100 executions of drug of- 
fenders have taken place in the 
past one week alone, after large 
public sentencing rallies around 
the country. 

This month, anti-narcotics 
officials symbolically burned 
150kg of heroin and ampheta- 
mines in H uirien county, south 
China, the site where in 1839 
Commissioner Lin Zexu infuri- 
ated the British opium traders 


by destroying 20,000 chests of 
opium. But the propaganda 
stunt was an embarrassing re- 
minder that drugs, a problem 
that was virtually eliminated af- 
ter the Communist victory in 
1949. have returned with a 
vengeance in the era of reform. 

The scale of the problem is 
difficult to assess. At the end of 
1995, China admitted to 520,000 
registered drug addicts, but 
even the official media admits 
the real number is much high- 
er. Earlier this year, Chinese of- 
ficials privately told the visiting 
Russian Procurator-General, 
Rjgory Skuratov, that the coun- 
try had 12 million drug addicts, 
although at 1 per cent of the to- 
tal population, this may have 
been an exaggeration. 

There is no exaggerating, 
however, the ferocity of China's 
response. In the past six years. 


65,000 dealers and traffickers 
have been arrested for drug-re- 
lated crimes and hundreds of 
thousands of addicts despatched 
to rehabilitation units. During 
that period China seized more 
than 21.5 tonnes of heroin, 
12.6 tonnes of opium and 8.5 
tonnes of marijuana. 

Last Thursday, a public rally 
was held at the Shijingshan Sta- 
dium in Peking, where drugs 
were burned and 14 drug-deal- 
ers and traffickers were sen- 
tenced to death. They were 
then driven off in a truck for im- 
mediate execution. Similar mass 
executions took place across 
the country - 15 in Fujian 
province, 24 in Sichuan, 15 in 
Guangzhou, and five in Zhuhai. 
In Kunming, capital of Yunnan 
province, which borders South- 
East Asia's prime drug-pro- 
ducer, Burma. 27 people were 
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executed and 1,000kg of hero- 
in were burned. 

Until the past few years, Chi- 
na's drugs problem was mostly 
confined to Yunnan, but drug 
use has now spread across the 
whole country. Between 1992 
and 1996, Peking saw a 24-fold 
increase in drug-related crimi- 
nal cases, said the Peking Youth 
daily this month. The addicts 
were overwhelmingly males un- 
der 35 years old, unemployed, 
with less than senior high school 
education levels. 

A national drug hotline has 
been set up for people to report 
drug dealers and for addicts to 
get help. One man said: “All my 
neighbours smuggle drugs be- 
cause farming cannot bring 
them enough money. In the 
past, the surrounding villages 
were very poor, but now almost 
all families get suddenly rich.” 
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Troops left in limbo over role on Rhine 


Imre Karacs 

Rheindahlen 

Britain's new Secretary of state 
for Defence inspected his 
troops on the Rhine yesterday, 
but left them guessing about 
their future in Germany. 

After a flying visit to the 
Rheindahlen base, which also 
serves as the headquarters of 
Nato's Rapid Reaction Corps, 
George Robertson indicated 
that pulling British troops out 
of Germany was one of the 
options being considered by 
the current defence review. 
"No decision has been taken," 
be said. 

The British presence has 
already been halved since its 
peak of 59,000 at the end of the 
Cold War and is set to stabilise 
at a force 23,000 soldiers by 
2002. 

By then the RAF will have 
flown back to Britain. The last 
Chinook helicopters left RAF 
Laarbuch yesterday. 

Mr Robertson said that all 
aspects of defence would be 
examined, including the bases 
abroad. “1 am determined to 
build a consensus across the 


political divide in Britain, in 
order to ensure that defence 
ceases to be a political football," 
he said. 

Commanders in Germany 
had hoped that after the cuts 
which they have suffered in re- 
cent years, their units would be 
spared further upheavals - sen- 
timents with which Mi Robert- 
son appeared to concur. “We 
have political and military rea- 
sons for slaying here," Mr 
Robertson told a German news- 
paper before his visit. 

But yesterday he also sug- 
gested that there might also be 
perfectly good reasons for with- 
drawal. “There would be long- 
term savings," he told The 
Independent. 

The economic arguments arc 
complex. According to military 
planners, Britain simply does 
not have the facilities at home 
to cope with an army of its 
current size. “For anything 
above a force of 75,000. we need 
Germany," said Lt-Gen 
Michael Jackson, the British 
commander of Nato's Rapid 
Reaction Corps. 

The problem is that there are 
not enough barracks and train- 



ing grounds at home, whereas 
“facilities already exist in Ger- 
many on an extremely good deal 
from the [German] govern- 
ment” Lt-Gen Jackson adds. 

‘Much of the land is provid- 


ed by Germany free of charge, 
and the infrastructure is al- 
ready in place. Without the 
German bases, the British gov- 
ernment would have to spend 
enormous sums on new bar- 


racks at home and cut back the 
forces savagely at the same 
time. 

There are also strong logis- 
tical arguments for keeping 
troops In Germany. Even u 


Russia is no longer as big a 
threat as it once was, British 
forces are more likely to be re- 
quired in the future on this side 
of the English Channel. 

And. as the crisis in Bosnia 


has demonstrated, the German 
bridgehead continues to play a 
useful role. Or, as Lt-Gen Jack- 
son puts it. “this is still a very 
good place to deploy from". 

The political justification is 


Which way now? A soldier 
on manoeuvres in a 
Challenger tank. British 
troops In Germany are 
facing an uncertain future 

Photograph: Bob Morrison 


slightly more difficult to artic- 
ulate, because Western politi- 
cians are obliged to turn a 
blind eye in public to the con- 
tinued Russian threat. 

- Thus, the political reasons 
are coded. The British presence 
in Germany is meant to “signal 
our solidarity with the Central 
European nations,” Mr Robert- 
son said. Solidarity against who? 
- Don't ask. 

Finally, Britain feels obliged 
to keep troops on the Continent 
so as to project her power and 
preserve her role as Nato's top 
dog in Europe. 

The British presence is there- 
fore portrayed as an “expression 
of our commitment to Nato", 
even though that commitment 
has never been raised in the his- 
tory of the Alliance. 
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Japan’s war 
victims never 
say die in bid 
for reparation 


HEWLETT 

PACKARD 


Two years ago,” says Arthur they are entitled to individual 
Tltherington, “I went to a for- compensation. 
tune-teller, and d’you know Yesterday Frits Kalshoveo, 
what she predicted? She said professor of international law at 
that I’m going to live until fm Leiden University, appeared 
93. Whatever happens, you see, as an expert witness to support 
ihey're got another 20 years of this contention. “Professor 
me! The Japanese government Kalshoven was effectively say- 
is sitting back and waiting for mg the Japanese government is 
the natural solution, by which living in the past," Martyn Day, 
they mean the deaths of people the plaintiffs' British lawyer, said 
tike me. But they are mistaken, afterwards. “And not just the re- 
This case will not go away. 1 ” cent past: the arguments they’re 

Mr Tltherington, chairman of putting forward haven't been 
the Japanese Labour ,Camp common currency since before 
Survivors' Association, is 75. the war. It's a devastating blow 
looks 58, and seems entirely for the Japanese government 
likely to be around in 2015. By and 1 urge them to pay these 
that tim e his wartime expen- people what they are due, and 
I ences in a Japanese prisoner-of- spare them the torture of con- 
i' war camp in Thiwas will be 70 turning these claims, 
years in the past. But judging The problem is that if the 
from his form yesterday, at a Japanese are behind the tunes, 
press conference in the Tbkvo so are the British, Australian 
^ ’ and New Zealand governments. 

When the former foreign sec- 
*"PflV t.HPSP • retaiy Malcolm Riflond came to 
.Tokyo in September he ritual- 

people and spare 

them the torture ■"—£«“*$ ^ 
of continuing 
these claims’ 

gesuous. In the past, British of- 
Djstikt. Court the passing of the ficials privately expressed the 
ySrswill have changed little, belief that the action is moti- 
y He was mTbkyo yesterday for vatikl by greed and revenge, and 
the latest episode in a case that - admitted pnvately that were 
begMW^id-a-haif years ago, also waitmgfbr the natural so- 

and a British woman held as a we^m Office. , 

Srssssss 

around the world. ^“This is nothftm to do with 

has ,u e -it is not about revenge. It is 

compensation was srttled by tn justice. I surrendered 
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The new HP 300 Series Palmtop PCs are truly awesome. It's 
the first time machines this small have had so many essential 
capabilities of a desktop PC. Because they run Microsoft's 
new Windows CJE .(compatible 
with Windows 95 and Windows 


designed the keyboard so that you hit one key at a time, 
not three, and viewing documents or data is clear and easy 
with our unique wide screen. It comes with a host of built-in 
programs such as Pocket Word, Pocket Excel and. even 
Pocket Internet Explorer. You can even sen d/receive faxes 
and e-mail documents directly.* 

To get one in your own hand for a trial period, call us now. 
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Capitalism and the Atlantic divide 




Losers: In the US, the world’s richest nation, unemployment can bring financial ruin 


Photograph: Herbie Knott 


Mvy Dejevsky 

Washington 

When US officials decided to 
trumpet America’s economic 
dynamism as a model for the 
rest of mankind before the 
weekend economic summit of 
world leaders in Denver, they 

may not have anticipated the re- 

suits. What ensued was one of 
the first skirmishes In what 
could become a very long and 
bloody campaign. 

Tb the Americans’ evident 
surprise, the “Europeans" - 
with the French and Germans 
’ in the vanguard, but the Cana- 
dians and British not far behind 
- set out to defend themselves, 
and the result was a far more 
even contest than the Ameri- 
cans could have forecast. 

Once upon a time, things 
were simpler. When there was 
a straight competition between 
co mmunism and capitalism, the 
Group of Seven industrialised 
countries waged the war for cap- 
italism. With the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, communism sur- 
rendered and the free market 
ruled supreme, or so it seemed. 


Americans disdain the citizens 

state has a role in the welfare ■. 


are co: 


In the time that it has taken gM# » bOe*- you 

for Russia to switch from a £ 1^0 Labour to po*- ^ ' K youcan lose your 

failed communist model to an helped to brag are sacked* y and th e sa ^ e " 

unruly capitalist one, however, er on a Clinton health ’ farther down 

new arguments have broken out AsUSTW*"^ ^ coun ’ 

about howtoe a toe market was fonw >9 s 2Lincrs and than in m«‘ success 

should be nnd what role to trte- high. _ 

State should play rna capiat- dcmoc- 

ist economy. At Denver, be- f or an 

cause of what the Europeans racy seea 
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hereto Europeans realised Democrats ito Me Chn»” versal right to 

to superiority oYto “Amen- there are ceton^-OTo™ of hea itj, atre and wcriarc 

can model- and changed their economic j^uie absolute cummuro^ Q _ 

economic policies accordingly, the ^^nail cent housing and*° the board 

The Europeans bridled: a ruleofthefreemartet.^^ diuonsthatnseaa^eboaiu 
French government that had as possible arale harness as the economy S^JlSdiould 
timidly hinted at following such meat. low per^onaland feeling that no one SP»“P 

3l had been drummed out taxation “ V* ^ whfch is for behmd the resL 

of office. Chancellor Helmut 5S« To many Americans. Euro- 

Kohl of Germany was in polit- meant the right for employe - 
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Hillary loses tussle over 
Whitewater notes 

Hillary Clinton yesterday lost her l.'gal battle to keep 
notes "of conversations with her lawyer about the 
Whitewater land deal confidential. Mrs Clinton had 
fought the case right up to the Supreme Court, arguing 
that the notes were subject to lawyer-client privilege and 
should not be turned over to the special prosecutor 
investigating the case. The prosecutor had argued lhat the 
notes, taken by White House lawyers, were public 
property and not subject to lawyer-client confidentiality. 

The case, which could have serious implications for the 
Clintons, highlighted the legal ambiguities in 
investigations that involve an incumbent president or his 
family. Mary Dejevsky - Washington 

Vietnamese sages fade away 

Vietnam’s three ageing top leaders are leaving office in a 
peaceful but possibly dramatic shake-up. Vo Vien Kiet, 
the Prime Minister, who is 74. President Le Due Anh, 76, 
and the secretary of the Communist Party, Do Muoi. 80, 
have not appeared on a list of candidates for coining 
elections to the National Assembly, indicating their 
effective removal from politics. Officially, they turned 
down pleas to stay for another term, citing old age. 

Analysts believe there is pressure on Vietnam’s elderly 
12-member politburo. especially from the military, to 
become more energetic and go further with radical 
economic liberalisation laws. Earlier this year President 
Anh reportedly raised tension within the party by 
delivering a speech in which he castigated individualism 
and reform. Matthew Chance 

Old foes on the peace path 

India and Pakistan, seeking to end 50 years of hostility, 
announced an agenda for talks that includes the Kashmir 
dispute. A statement issued after talks between the Indian 
and Pakistani foreign-ministry secretaries said the two 
sides had agreed to set up working groups to tackle all 
issues dividing them. They agreed to halt propaganda and 
avoid provocative actions. Topping the agenda was “peace 
and security, including confidence-building measures . 
with Jammu and Kashmir second. They agreed to discuss 
their confrontation on the Siachen glacier, terrorism and 
drug-trafficking, economic and commercial co-operation, 
and other issues. Reuters - Islamabad 

Muslim wives fight divorce law 

For centuries Muslim men have repeated the Arabic word 
for divorce three times legally to leave their wives. But an 
association called Nisha, or Women, was formed last week 
in the southern state of Kerala to petition the government 
to ban the custom of allowing men to divorce their wives 
by saying. "Talaq. talaq. talaq Arabic for divorre. Nisha 
has reportedly urged the Indian government to insist that 
■ all Islamic marriages be registered in a court rather than 
in a cleric's register only. AP - New Delhi 

MPs thwart spending cuts 

Russia's opposition-dominated lower house of parliament 
rejected a government Bill to slash spending under the 
1097 budget. The State Duma also rejected by 195 to 137 
votes a plan put forward by deputies themselves that 
would have cut spending by less than lhe 11)8 trillion 
roubles l£l 1.75bn). or about a fifth of the budget, which 
the government was hoping for. Reuters - Moscow 

French stitch up Lagerfeld 

A Nice court slapped a 
huge tax bill on the fashion 
designer Karl Lagerfeld 
(pictured ). concluding he 
evaded taxes 1982-84. 
Sources said the court 
ordered him to pay 
18m francs (£I.9m) after 
rejecting his argument lhat 
he lived in Monaco, whose 
residents are exempt from 
income tax. Lagerfeld is 
chief designer for Chanel, 
the Italian firm Fendi and 
his own signature line. His 
lawyer had argued he was a German national living in 
Monaco and therefore not subject to French taxation. 
Reuters - Nice 

US seeks Pol Pot extradition 

The US has asked Canada to help extradite the Khmer 
Rouse chief, Pol Pot, from Cambodia so he can be tried 
by an international tribunal for crimes against humanity. 
At the recent summit of the eight main industrialised 
nations, Madeleine Albright. Secretary of Stale, asked her 
Canadian counterpart. Lloyd Asworthy, to request the 
extradition. Only Canada and Denmark have laws lotting 
them make such a request. Reuters - Washington 

Mummy Russia 

Russian MPs urged citizens and the authorities to oppose 
burying Lenin's mummified body. The State Duma 
branded attempts to remove the bod}' from its Ked 
Square mausoleum “an act of political revenge 
would ruin the square's historical ties. Reuters - Moscow 
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^ ^ rich nations of the West 




peans look mollycoddled by the 
State. French lorry drivers strik- 
ing for retirement at 55. higher 
pensions and longer holidays 
have become a paradigm for a 
European weakness. What many 
Americans ignore, however, is 
the economic - as well as social 

- cost of their way of life. 

Standards of education and 

healthcare diverge widely be- 
tween rich and poor, black and 
white. Insurance to provide se- 
curity is expensive and selective, 
p Even the comfortably off can 
face financial ruin through un- 
employment. illness or the birth 
of a handicapped child. 

Many US cities are effectively 

- and increasingly - segregated, 
as the better off move to avoid 
paying local taxes for welfare 
services and public housing 
they think they will never use. 
The result is bankrupt inner 
cities with decaying infrastruc- 
ture. but a tax base that cannot 
include the weal Lhy (and low- 
taxed) suburbs. 

In almost every US city there 
are pockets of deprivation 
. worse than many of the worst 
housing estates in western Eu- 


rope. It is only recently that US 
politicians have started to point 
out the threat to the safe and 
wealthy from such disparity. 

Even the operation of the* US 
free market is not as free as 
many Americans believe. Reg- 
ulations are extensive: but not 
always observed. There is com- 
petition, but it docs not neces- 
sarily work in the interests of 
consumers. 

And calculations of econom- 
ic indicators may be different. 
The US boasts of its productiv- 
ity. by which it means per mem- 
ber of its working-age 
population. But productivity as 
measured in much of Europe 
(per worker in a job) is higher 
and has increased faster than in 
Lhe US: that is a side-effect of 
higher employment costs, and a 
factor in European joblessness. 

It is sometimes said that the 
biggest difference is one of at- 
titude: that lhe Americans live 
to work and the Europeans 
work to live. If nothing else, the 
skirmish at Denver has started 
a debate that will consider not 
only on what works statistically, 
but on what people want. 





Fighters: Ranch lorry drivers demand earlier retirement from the ‘mollycoddling 1 State 


Photograph: Reuters 





1 


(V vifel 


**^5 : 1 .. 





’KTtiiiK. 



V- •. ; ■ -y. ',-T Cv ' * f : _■ • xvr*'- «• - r .r ' • "• - r ' f'- 

r - ~ - ’• •' ^V_ A - : -H. ,Jj; • *'■*• ‘tW'rtt'-y ‘ rX ' ' ' 


-MSB'’'* 


i.yjjv ;*V- 
tiktt ; Vr - ‘ . - : • 








/T^ 


auses cancer 


fficers’ Warning 

,;Medum 

V/'Tfcng Nicotine 


Marlboro Lights 
6 mg Tar 0.5 mg Nicotine 


^ *1 

international 


BRITAIN 

TRADE: Britain has been 
committed to free trade 
since the repeal of the Com 

Laws last century Labour 
and the Tories agree, and 
both argue for a single mar- 
ket In Europe. 

THE STATE: Prime Minister 

Thatcher tried to push back the boundaries of the state; Tony 
Blair looks as if he will continue that heritage, he has talked 
about redefining the tasks of government - not going back to 
state ownership or state intervention. 

INFLATION; Became a real problem in the Seventies: but since 
then, fighting inflation has taken priority. Labour has handed 
control of monetary policy to an independent central bank. 
LABOUR’ The power of lhe unions was largely broken during 
the 1980s; and Blair is not giving them much more room for 
manouevre. like the Conservatives, Labour argues for a “flex- 
ible” workforce. 

JAPAN 1 

TRADE In the late 1980s 
Japan's ‘ perrenial trade 
spies, particularly with tnie- 
Japan's perrenntal d States, 

became a serious obstacle 1 

to dpl om maBc relations with -1 

its allies. The yen's appre- 
ciation over the last three 

years has eased the situation somewhaL The government's en- 
thusiasm for exports, combined with a web of impenetrable 
“non-taiffl barriers”, ensures a steady stream of comptedrts about 
everything from cars to insurance policies. 

THE STATE: Nominally a free market, Japan is characterised 
by the "iron triangle" of business, politicians and the bureau- 
cracy. Companies look to the powerful trade and finance min- 
istries for so-called “administrative guidance". 

INFLATION: Japan's inflation was close to zero last year. 
LABOUR: Unions conduct a noisy, but ritualistic, “spring wage 
offensive" once a year. Since a brief spasm in the late 1960s, 
Japan's unions have done little to rock the economic boat 

GERMANY 

TRADE As an export-driven 
economy, Germany is a pas- 
sionate advocate of free 
trade, though it has been 
slow to open its own market 
to foreign competition. 

THE STATE: Main function is 
to police the “social market . 

economy" and keep the forces of unbridled capitalism in check. 
Much Sp-servlce is now being paid to need for loosening state's 
grip, but with Tittle evident effect. 

INFLATION: Viewed as a natural calamity on the scale of the 
Black Death. Rarely been allowed to go significantly above zero 
in the last 50 years. 

LABOUR: Unions have a legal role in the running of Germany 
Inc, but it is weakening as tracfifional industries contract Like 
the state, they are powerful dampeners on change. 

FRANCE 

TRADE There is an instinc- 
tive French recoil from the 
concept of free trade, which 
Is sometimes portrayed as a 
threat to the French way of 
life. But why? France is one 
of the most succesful traders 
on the planet, with a trade 

surplus of £13.5 bn last year. __ 

THE STATE One In four French people work for it; over 52 per 

cent of GNP Is consumed by it There is a grudging feeling, 
even on the Left, that the state should be smaller but a horror 
of the state-shrinking route, . . 

INFLATION: This is not a popular French obsession, unlike say 

Britain or Germany. 

LABOUR: Unions are shrinking but surprisingly powerful. 1 he 
overwhelming proportion of French workers no longer belong 
to Unions but most people tend to support union baffles to pro- 
tect acquired rights and privileges. 

ITALY 

TRADE In the main, an ad- 
vocate of free trade , Italy im- 
poses its own form of 
protectionism in its citizens' 
overwhelming tendency to 
buy home-made products. 

THE STATE Though most 
Italians have an endearing- 

Jy blind loyalty to their nation, there are few tomgs about it that 
they would take lo the barricades to defend. 

INFLATION: Bringing inflation down from 4.5 per rxm mi JS 
per cent in the space of just oven a year, is onei erf 
tor success stories. But the cautious Bank of Italy Governor, 
Antonio Fazio, is deafly not all that Impressed. 

UNIONS: Head-on collisions between Government and unions 
have become a thing of the past since consensus politics be- 
came aH the rage in Italy. 


AMERICA 

TRADE The United States 
favours free trade, but insists 
on a “level playing fiekT - 

which means it expects oth- 
ers to conform to US regu- 
lations worldwide. This 
makes negotiations difficult 
Periodically flirts with man- 


THE STATE: In theory, there Isas 
stole; In practice, much federal 

Ignored, an unwieldy and expensive ^eh^tosjretom.^Td 
(even post-CoW War) a huge mlWary sector. America Is a con- 
sumer economy, where consumer choice Is almost a religious 
bofl&f 

INFLATION: The US favours tow inflation, and has recently man- 
aged to combine this with high growth; the Great Depression 
left scars, which means high employment is also an important 

LABOUR: The unions are tote rated, but weak, except In cer- 
tain sectors (haulage, public transport) and enjoy Btlle public 
esteem. 

RUSSIA 

TRADE: Russia's depen- 
dency an imports means 
that It cannot be too protec- 
tionist Certain domestic in- 
dustries are an exception; 
duties on foreign cars can 
double the fist price. ' 

THE STATE Although some ■ ■ 

60 per cent of the economy is privatised, the government still 
hasn't kicked the habits of Soviet central planning. One rea- 
son small business hasn’t taken off in Russia is because of 
meddling from government fin addiction to red tape and cor- 


INFLATTON: No one wants a repeat of 1992 when annuaf in- 
flation ran at 2,500 per cent It's now down to one per cent a 
month. ■ '• 

The government believes low inflation Is critical to investor : 
confidence; any deviation is Ukety.to lead to a carting from its 
lenders at the IMF. 

LABOUR: Unions are pretty feeble. They were government 
stooges under Communism, and they have yet to find a post- ; 
Soviet rote. Russians stfn widely distrust them. \ 

CANADA . ^ 

TRADE Canada is oneof the liHHl 

most open of the Western in- 
dustriallzed economies. It 

actively pursued a Free Hl|!| 

Trade agreement with the 

United States which grew 1 

into Nato. but s& tries to pro- : 

tect its cultural industries. 

THE STATE: By the tiero of the Golden Years In the. 1970s, Cana- 
da boasted aacBe-to-the-grave social security system and heavy 

state investment 

The current Lateral Go v ernment has scaled back social spend- 
Ingand has sold off most of the state corporations. 
INFLATION: The 90s recession stew the inflation dragon and 
| annual Inflation is now in the 2 per cent range, even without 
restrictive monetary policy. 

LABOUR: The percentage of unionised workers In the private 
sector has been dropping although the automobile sector and 
construction are still heavily unionised. 
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Professor O. V. S. Heath 


0. V. S. Heath was a biologist 
who made seminal contribu- 
tions to our understanding of 
how plants grow and function. 
His influence did, however, 
extend far beyond his own dis- 
cipline of plant physiology 
because of his wide interests in 
the methods of experimental 
science. 

In the preface to his little 
book Investigation by Experiment 
(part of Edward Arnold's 
“Studies in Biology” series'), 
published in 1970; at the end of 
his active career, be wrote: 

... it is of the utmost importance that 
everyone should have some under- 
ssaadiflg of the nature, potentialities 
and limitations of science, also that 
we can only obtain this by carrying 
out original experiments ourselves. 
The methods of science are available 
to anyone for the solution of practi- 
cal ptuHemsand Lhe discovery of new 
knowledge in everyday life, but un- 
til this is generally realised and act- 
ed upon there will be little real 
understanding of science. 

He used to tell his students 
that, although experiments do 
sometimes fait for technical 
reasons, more often than not the 
failed experiment is Lhe result 
of unclear thinking at the desgn 
stage: “To design and carry out 


a good experiment and to con- 
sider the result requires an ex- 
acting mental effort, often for 
long periods.” 

HeauL is now best remem- 
bered for his studies of stoma- 
ta, the little pores on the 
surfaces of leaves that sennit 
the intake of carbon dioxide 
from the atmosphere and thus 
regulate CIk vital process of pho- 
tosynthesis. His distinguished 
contributions to this subject 
led to his election as a Fellow 
of the Royal Society in 1960. 
When asked why be bad de- 
voted so much of his scientific 
career to what was then an ob- 
scure corner of plant physiolo- 
gy, he used to say that early in 
tus career he was advised to find 
a topic that everyone thought 
was “sewn up" and then seek as- 
pects that had been overlooked. 

Perhaps his most important 
contributions were his meticu- 
lous studies of the responses of 
stomata to the carbon dioxide 
concentration of the atmos- 
phere. He laid a foundation for 
our .present understanding 'of 
one of the main consequences 
of the pollution of the Earth’s 
atmosphere. 

The rise in the carbon diox- 


ide concentration, from aro und 
2S0 parts per million in pre- 
industrial times to a value of 
nearly 360 today not only affects 
the climate via the “green- 
house” effect, but also causes 
the stomata of many plants to 
close partially. This alters the 
rate of transfer of water from 
the soD to the atmosphere, and 
it also affects the surface- 
atmosphere exchange of heat 
and contributes to global warm- 
ing. Thus the ability of stoma- 
ta to sense and respond to 
carbon dioxide in the atmos- 
phere, once thought to be an ob- 
scure topic only of academic 
interest to Heath and a few oth- 
er scientists, has become a ma- 
jor factor in our understanding 
of the forces that are driving 
climate change. 

. Today, priority is being given 
to science of immediate or 
foreseeable practical value; and 
most young scientists of the pre- 
sent generation are denied the 
free choice of a topic for study 
that was Heath's privilege. 

In the 1950s ana 1960s great 
advances were made in under- 
standing the chemistry of pho- 
tosynthesis, the process on 
which all life on Earth ultimately 


depends. It was a brave decision 
by Heath to publish, as late as 
1969, a book entitled The Phys- 
iological Aspects of Photosyn- 
thesis which omitted nearly all 
the recent advances In chem- 
istry, and concentrated on what 
he said was the principal role of 
the physiologist: “To assist the 
biochemist and phyacal chemist 
with information as to bow the 
systems studied operate in var- 
ious environmental conditions, 
especially those in which the or- 
ganisms normally exist”. 

It is important to remember 
where and when he wrote these 
words. In 1958 he had moved 
from Imperial College, London, 
where he was a Reader in Plant 
Physiology, to Reading Uni- 
versity, where he became Pro- 
fessor of Horticulture. Here, all 
the department’s research was 
carried out at Shinfield Grange, 
a country bouse surrounded 
by attractive gardens used for 
teaching ornamental horticul- 
ture to undergraduates, and 
with extensive greenhouse 
facilities for research. 

This gave him a splendid 
opportunity to indulge in his 
lore for experimentation, grow- 
ing plants on a much larger scale 


than was possible in the 
cramped conditions available to 
most plant scientists at that 
time. Very quickly, Reading' 
became a major centre for 
plant physiology, and eminent 
visitors from the United States 
and elsewhere were often 
to be seen strolling in the gar- 
dens immersed in scientific 
discussions. 

In 1961 the Agricultural Re- 
search Council decided to locate 
a special unit of Flower Crop 
Physiology at Shinfield Grange, 
and Heath became its director 
while he continued as head of 
the horticulture department 
Thus began a period of real dis- 
tinction in research at Reading, 
and long after his retirement 
Heath was pleased to see the 
continuing success of his former 
department most recently the 
five-star rating for research 
quality in 1996. 

Outside science, Peter Heath 
played the flute and sang in 
choirs, and one of his principal 
interests later in life was coun- 
try d ancing. He claimed he 
knew no thing of its attractions 
until one evening at Imperial 
College. He was working late in 
his office and was disturbed by 



Heath: ‘The methods of science 
are available to anyone' 


the sound of music and mem- 
mem from a floor below. He 
went downstairs to make an an- 
gry complaint, but was so fas- 
cinated by what he saw that be 
joined in. Hfe fell and broke a 
hip at the age of 89, but he was 
so determined to return to his 
physically active life that his re- 
covery amazed his doctors and 
be was able to resume his coun- 
try dancing within six months, 
continuing until only a few 
weeks before his death. 

Prom 1955 to 1973 Heath was 


council member and tieasur- 
r of the Society for Experi- 
lental Biology, and he saw it 
row from a small membership 
ased mainly in the UK to a 
iree organisation of interna- 
ional importance which 
as over 5,000 members. He is 
rannhr remembered withm the 
ociety for his lively conttibu- 
ons to debates, and for the ad- 

ice and encouragement he 

ave to young scientists. 

Yet, firing his own career, ms 
eloved stomata remained a mi- 
ority interest and the society 
ever enabled him to organise 
special session on stomata! 
hysiology. The position has 
hanged dramatically in recent 
ears! and in April 1997 the so- 
iety included a three-day sym- 
osium entitled “What Are 
tomates For?" in its annual 
jeering at the University of 
[ent, with contributions from 
ie United States, Australia 
nd many other countries. 
Peter Heath was not able to 
trend, but he sent warm greet- 
igs to the participants, saying. 

.1.J In ik.f thp viral 


term 'stotn ates’ - a dreadful^- 
Lple of the Americanisation 

of our language!’ 

Terry Mansfield 

O^n^Ts^er 

Heath, plant scientist: bom Lon- 
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Tl» Ami’: Ambus, second from left, with, from left, Hal Sena, Joe Moreno, Phil Woods and San 
Salvador, after a session at Springfield, Massachusetts, in 1948 


Chuck Andrus 


Because he was able to play 
pimeato bass with such aex- 
terity. Chuck Andrus was known 
to fellow members of the Woody 
Herman band as “The Ann”. 
His speed meant that the band 
could play Outrageously up- 
tempo numbers like “Cakknua" 
and “North West Passage" at a 
faster speed than ever before. 

It was a folding wooden arm 
that Andrus had constructed in 
his army tent during the war in 
Korea that had impressed his 
fellow soldiers. A handyman 
who bemoaned the absence of 
any tools, Andrus was resigned 
to living in a tent with the 40th 
Division Army Band. He made 
his small living space as elegant 
as possible, and the arm. hinged 
from an orange boxfbeld a can- 
dle over his bod so that he could 
read at night 

One day , while be was trav- 
elling with the jazz pianist John 
william* and trumpeter Jerry 
Marshall, his truck was stopped 
at a bridge where bomb damage 
was being repaired. The three 
took advantage of tbe'delay to 
wash in the nearby river. Andrus 
found a tool on the riverbed. 
He took it to be a pestle used 
by Korean women for pounding 
nee. “Hey,” he called to 
Williams, “I got me a hammer.” 

He banged the object on 
some nearby rocks to demon- 
strate: Williams examined it 
and he too, banged the rocks. 
When the driver called them 
back to the truck, a horrified in- 
fantryman, his face pale, seized 
the implement and burled it as 


far away as he could. “That,” he 
informed an angry Andrus, “is 
a Chinese hand grenade.” 

The three men managed, 
unusually, to stay together all 
through their army service. 
They conspired to ensure that 
they went to Japan, where off- 
duty work for bandsmen wbo 
could play at dances was plen- 
tiful and rewarding enough to 
allow them to establish them- 
selves with their own geisha 
girls. But, in a series of disaster, 
they found themselves de- 
posited instead in Korea by a 
ramshackle Second World War 
Liberty boat Williams discov- 
ered that the Koreans grew 
marijuana plants to provide fi- 
bre for cloth, and be knew ex- 
actly what to do when he found 
a fi«d of ft “growing neck-high” 

Until then they had relieved 
their tedium with another of 
Andrus’s ingenuities. Back in 
the States he had emptied tubes 
Of shaving cream and tooth- 
paste, cleaned them out, and re- 
filled them with high-class pot 
The sufoly lasted until they 
reached Korea. 

Discharged within days of 
each other, Che three joined 
Charlie Barnet's band. Williams 
soon left to become famous with 
the Stan Getz Quintet (in 1955 
Andrus played on one of Will- 
iams's trio albums) while An- 
drus pursued his career through 
the bands of Terry Gibbs, 
Gaude Thornhill, Herbie Mann 
and others, until in 1961 he 
joined Woody Herman. 

Nat Pierce, pianist with the 


Woody Herman band, wrote an 
arrangement of Duke Elling- 
ton’s “Satin Doll" as a showcase 
for the bass playing of Chuck 
Andrus. The piece was sched- 
uled to be recorded for Philips 
in a New York studio on 22 No- 
vember 1963. But first they set 
to work on their version of “A 
Taste of Honey". As soon as the 
number finished and the mi- 
crophones were closed the dis- 
traught producer of the album 
rushed into the studio. “Presi- 
dent Kennedy’s just been as- 
sassinated," he shouted. The 
band took a break and, when 
the sensational news had been 
absorbed, recorded Andrus’s 
“Satin Doll” feature. 

As a long-time showman and 
Republican Herman’s inclina- 
tion would have been to perse- 
vere with the session, but the 
muskaans were so agitated that, 
after “Satin Doll**, work had to 
be abandoned for the day. So, 
whenever one bears Andrus's 
fine performance, one's atten- 
tion is always deflected by the 
knowledge of the emotional 
turmoil in which it was created. 

There weren't any good times 
for big bands after the Swing 
Era, fait one of the really bad 
times was in the early Sixties. 
Flying, as he so often did, in the 
face of economic sense. Woody 
Herman chose 1962 to re-form 
his Herd. The bassist duck 
Andrus was right by his side. 

Herman bad bad big bands 
before. The one known as the 
First Herd came into being in 
1944, the Second Herd in 1947 


and the Third in 1952. The band 
with Andrus was called the 
Swinging Herd - a platitude in 
Herman terms because since 
2 936 his bands had never done 
anything else but swing. 

In 1%1 Herman, battered 
and bruised by years of strug- 
gle with his big bands, had nit 
down to a small group which in- 
cluded Nat Pierce on piano 
and Chuck Andrus on bass. But 
Pierce, a big-band enthusiast, 
worked hard to persuade Her- 
man to reform the big band. A 
native Bostonian, Pierce kept 
very much in touch with the mu- 
sic scene in his home-town, in- 
chiding tiie goings on at Berklee 
College of Music. 

Berklee was and remains the 
world’s finest centre for a jazz 
musician to receive his training. 
One of the most distinguished 
teachers at Berklee was the 
trumpeter Herb Pomeroy, who 
for decades has led a first-class 
big band drawn from the ranks 
of his students. Pierce con- 
vinced Herman to go back to a 
16-piece bond by producing a 
ready-made one wtb 12 musi- 
cians taken from Pomeroy’s 
group. The fait accompli was to 
prove pivotal in Herman’s long 
career and the dynamic and in- 
spired band that resulted was 
unique for its Lime. 

A long residency at the noisy 
Metropole Cafe in New York 
ensured the band's American 
fame. The stage was only a cou- 
ple of feet wide, and the band 
had to stand along it in a file 40 
feet long. Andrus stood next to 


his colleague and friend the 
drummer Jake Hanna, one of 
the- best half-dozen players ever. 
After nine weeks the manage- 
ment wanted to extend the 
band's stay, but by now the band 
was fully booked for years 

ahead. Its tours caused uproar 
throughout the world and it was 
enormously • successful in 
Britain, where Andrus bad a no- 
table role in a BBC 2 broadcast 
which the band recorded. 

Its momentum continued for 
many years, but Andrus left in 
1965 to freelance successfully in 
New 'Vbrk. His trio played at the x 
White House for President w ' 
Johnson, and returned there 
in the spring of 1968 for the 
Ambassadors' Ball. 

Although he continued to 
play professionally, Andrus re- 
turned to his home-town of 
Holyoke, where he worked in a 
law office until his retirement. 

He moved to Florida in 1993 and 
married his childhood sweet- 
heart Elaine the following year. 

He played regularly each 
week at the Governor’s Club in 
Palm Beach until a month ago. 
Two weeks before his death, 
when John Williams visited him 
with a tenor sax playing friend, 
Andrus got out of bed and 
played a few numbers with them. 

Steve Voce 

Charles Edmund (“Chuck")^- 
Andrus, bass player: bom 
Holyoke, Massachusetts 17 No- 
vember 1928; twice married (two 
daughters); died Boca Raton, 
Florida 12 June 1997. 
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George Lambor 


While fascination with the an- 
cient past is common enough, 
few show the dedication of 
George Lambor. 

In 1981 a return trip to his na- 
tive Pbfand included a visit to 
Biskupin, where archaeologists 
had uncovered an Iron Age 
lakeside village. Tb inform the 
general public an exhibition 
had opened which, Lambor 
agreed, deserved to be seen out- 
side Poland. Back in Britain he 
found enthusiasm but a notable 
lack of practical help. Then in 
his mid-fifties, he took a second 
job, as a waiter in a Hove ho- 
tel to raise money and during 
a nine-month tour of Britain in 
1984 the exhibition was seen by 
92,000 visitors. Four years lat- 


er, when his Polish friends 
wanted a British exhibition, 
he used similar methods to 
finance iL 

George Lambor was born in 
the Carpathian town of Nowy 
Sacz in 1927. In 1939, at the 
Russo-German invasion of 
Poland, he was only 12 and it 
was decided he would be safer 
out of the country. While his 
father and mother and his 
younger brother and sister re- 
mained in Poland, he travelled 
to France with two aunts. When 
France, too, was over-run, he 
came to Britain. Throughout the 
Second World ’War he was at 
Ampleforth, the Benedictine 
public school and there learnt 
that his father, a Resistance 


activist, had been executed. 

Lambor was always fascinat- 
ed by antiquity and planned to 
become an archaeologist, but his 
father's death meant he need- 
ed to help to support bis fami- 
ly. He enrolled for a course in 
Palish law at Oxford but, as the 
country was part of the Soviet 
bloc, its legal system was being 
revolutionised. At the urging of 
his family, he switched to eco- 
nomics. to find it so unconge- 
nial that he dropped out and 
took a job on a. Polish- 
language newspaper. A variety 
of occupations followed, in- 
cluding a period as stage man- 
ager to a touring theatrical 
company in which his first wife. 
Margaret Palhser, was a dancer. 


When the touring company 
broke up, he and Margaret 
went to Scotland, Tb make ends 
meet, he again had to lake 
anything that offered itself, in- 
cluding door-to-door sales- 
manship and work at a sawmill. 
Meanwhile, he was carving 
out a career as a short-stoiy 
writer; editors compared his 
work with that of another Pol- 
ish expatriate. Joseph Conrad. 

In the mid- Sixties the couple 
moved to Brighton, where Lam- 
bor opened his first antiquities 
gallery, because, in his own 
words, he wanted to “get on 
first-name terms with as many 
antiquities as possible”. Later 
this was followed by another in 
the Chenfl Galleries in Chelsea. 


As he got involved in the an- 
tiquities business, be became 
concerned at the not always ill- 
founded charges of illicit deal- 
ing levelled at some in the 
trade. In 1981 he founded 
ADA, the Antiquities Dealers 
Association, which laid down 
rigid conditions for the conduct 
of business. For six years he was 
its secretary and subsequently 
a committee member. 

He also initiated a campaign 
to establish a register of antiq- 
uities in private hands. Besides 
confirming provenance - itself 
a deterrent to illegality - by 
ensuring that the whereabouts 
of a given antiquity was known 
at any lime, it would aid serious 
research. 


At the same time he wanted 
to persuade museums to make 
far more of their collections ac- 
cessible, as well as providing fa- 
cilities for all students, including 
non-professional ones. Ail 
formed part of another of his 
major preoccupations: that of 
bringing together the often an- 
tagonistic parties involved in an- 
tiquities. In 1991 he founded 
AJLG, the Antiquities Liaison 
Group, as a forum for academic 
and amateur bodies. A combi- 
nation of apathy and self- 
interest frustrated progress. 

From the mid-Eighlies Lam- 
bor had been considering 
launching an antiquities maga- 
zine, not only for collectors, but 
for all interested in the ancient 


world. In the autumn of 1986 he 
made an attempt with .Agora 
Magazine, aimed at customers 
of his Brighton gallery. Its re- 
ception was enthusiastic enough 
to prove be had found a gap in 
the market and in February 
1987, renamed Ancient, it was 
jaunched. It now sells not only 
in Britain, but in many other 
parts of the world. With its last 
issue ft broke into the Ameri- 
can market and it is poised 
to break into Australia, where 
it already has a number of 
subscribers. 

With Lambor's death ques- 
tions hang over its future, 
but there is hope that ft will 
continue. 

Wart Rutherford 



Lambor: first-naina terms’ 


George Lambor, antiquities col- 
lector and dealer bom l(owy 
Sacz, Poland 12 April 1927: 
married 1952 Margaret Patiser 
(two sons, one daughter marriage 
dissolved 1982), 1982 Fbrar.gel 
Serrano de Arocha : died Hove, 
East Sussex 16 June 1997. 



Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 

♦ 

BIRTHS 

BAKER; Od 9 June, to Ingrid and 
Andrew, a daughter. Jessica Sophie 

Bteichnjcder. 

GOLD BY: On 22 June 1997. to Alison 
and Andrew, a daughter. Hannah So- 
wn, sister lo Emily Jane. 

DEATHS 

PITTEVGER. - The Rev Dr Norman Hi* 
tender, al King's Lynn, on 19 June, 
aged 91 years. Funeral Service at Si 
Margaret's Church. King’s Lynn, on 
M«tf3y30June.at 1pm. Details from 
St Margaret's Vicarage, King's Lynn. 
01553 767000, or HiomaUey Funer- 
al Services, 01553 771399. Memori- 
al service in Cambridge ai a bier dale. 

IN MEMORIAM 

HOWARD: David. We think of you 
every moment, but today. 24 June, in 
a just world, wc should be celebrat- 
ing your 47th birthday. All our love. 
Mom and Dad. 

Far Gazette RUTHS, MARRIAGES A 

DEATHS, please telephone 0171-293 

2012 or tax IO 0171-293 2010. - 


Birthdays 

Sir Anthony Barrowclougb QC. for- 
mer Ombudsman, 73; Mr Jeff Beck, 
blues and rock guitarist. 53; Viscount 
Bledisloe QC 63: Lord Brainc of 
Wheatley, former MP. 85: M Claude 
Chabrol, film director, 67; Mr Robin 
Cutler, former Director-GcneraL 
Forestry Commission, 63: Mr 
Garfield Davies, trade union leader, 
62; Mrs Anita Desai. novelist. 60; Mr 
Roger Dobson, Director-General, In- 
stitution of Civil Engineers, 61; Mr 
Jack Dunnett, former President, 
Football League, 75; Professor 
Kenneth Durrands, former Vice- 
Chancellor and Rector, Huddersfield 
University, 68; Mr Mick Fleetwood, 
rock’musttian, 55; Professor Sir Fred 
Hoyle, astronomer and science fic- 
tion writer. 82; Miss Betty Jackson, 
fashion designer, 48; Sir Edward 
Jackson, former diplomat, 72; Mr 
John McCormick, Controller, BBC 
Scotland, 53; Mrs Emma McK- 
endrick. Headmistress, the Royal 
School Bath, 34; Mr Owen Paterson 
MR 41; Professor John Postdate, mi- 
crobiologist, 75; Miss Mary Wesley, 
writer, 84; Sir John Whitford, former 
High Court judge, 84. 

Anniversaries 

Births*. St John of the Cross, mystic, 
1542; Farinelli (Carlo Broschi), cas- 


trate singer, 1705; William Henry 
(WJi.) Smith, bookseller and politi- 
cian, 1825; Jack Dempsey, boxer, 
1895: Brian Alexander Johnston, 
broadcaster. 1912. Deaths: Lucrezia 
Borgia, Duchess of Ferrara. 1519. On 
this day: Robert the Bruce and his 
army defeated the forces of Edward 
II at Bannockburn, 1314; the Moth- 
er Grand Lodge of the Order of 
Freemasonry was inaugurated in 
London, 1717; the Mersey TUnnel was 
opened. 1971. Tbday is the feast Day 
of St Bartholomew ofFame, St John 
the Baptist, St Ralph or Raoul of 
Bourges an d St Simplicius of Autun. 

Lectures 

National GaUery: Alexander Sturgis, 
“Late of the Tate (re): Gauguin", 

lpm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Sally 
Dormer, “Mother of God: images of 
the Virgin in medieval an", 2J0pm. 
National Portrait Gallery: Louise 
Leans, “Thomas Jenkins (1722-98): 
painter, an dealer and banker to the 
Grand Tourists", 1.10pm. 

RIBA Architecture Centre. Loudon 
Wi: Nicholas Grimsbaw. “Nicholas 
Grimshaw & Partners", 630pm. 
Institute of Economic Affaire, Lon- 
don SW1: Professor Lawrence Mead, 
“Workfare: lessons for Britain. 1 ''. 
630pm. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

TV Maecu Rny»l jitrocK , Ditcrinj: irf :hc Orcen 
Cotfcee Aiivuaty Owed fu'tie RaJdtlk Ob- 
(ovalnrv. OdariL The PnU* of Rent. Prcsjdcfll. 
fincm ihc Strut* AwsulinnV Therapy Re- 
■cartii Unit. Ji (Ik It** Ho-piuJ. Salfunl. vans 
Eknrnciei InstnwKnis tnl. Diu*fc»kn, Man- 
sbc 4 «i «t«i» ihf Enimain in Gn»u.T Manefcc*- 


i« Project fur ibf HocrteUss. Twwsnlc. 
Greater Manchester, aoJ. ta torn! Fdlow. (be 
Rond Acwlom uf Eunnecnnc- a dinner 

and prccniUkcm of the MaeRohcrt A*anh. 
at Drapers' HnlL London Ed The IMb< 
at Keel ail ox}- ihe WanMedw CTsampiamhipr. 
Ml England Lawn Team* and Croquet Onh. 
London SWl*>. 


Changing of the Guard 

The HrascboUl Cwaliy Mourned Repine m 
moonu ibe Queen'* Lite Goan} al Hoist 
Guards, lloa; NtpnupRi Company Grenadier 
Guards mourns tbc Uuero's Guard, al B w l t l n g. 
ham Man. [l.JTkuC- Hand provided hj Uar 
WukfiGaanA. 



Publication without licence infringement of copyright 


Bonier v News Group Newspapers 
Ltd; Bonier v lines Newspapers 
Lid; Chancery Division (Mr 
Justice Lightman) 19 Jane 1997 

The practice by which a news- 
paper published a copyright 
photograph after a licence to 
publish had been granted to an- 
other newspaper, but without it- 
self applying fora licence, was 
unjustified and unlawfuL 

Mr Justice Lightman grant- 
ed summary judgment to the 
plaintiff in his action for in- 
fringement of copyright against 
News Group Newspapers Ltd. 

The plaintiff was a photog- 
rapher of international repute. 
Princess Caroline of Monaco, 
who was reported to have 
suffered from alopecia, had 
allowed him to take a photo- 
graph of her head and shoul- 
ders in which she wore neither 
a hat nor 


was included in a collection of 
the plaintiffs photographs. 

Times Newspapers f*TN”) 
applied to the plaintiff’ s agent 
foi; a licence to publish the pho- 
tograph in the Times. There was 
an issue in the action against 
them whether such a licence 
was granted: TN contended 
that the agent bad granted a li- 


cence on terms that no fee need 
be paid but that TN should ac- 
knowledge the plaintiff as the 
photographer and refer to the 
collection. 

News Group Newspapers 
(“NGbT) wished to publish 
the photograph in the Sun. 
They tried to obtain the nec- 
essary licence from the agent, 
but could not contact him in 
time. NGN went ahead and 
published the photograph, with 
an article headed “The courage 
of Caroline - royal bald for pho- 
tos", in which the plaintiff was 
acknowledged as the photog- 
rapher and his collection was 
mentioned. 

The plaintiff claimed, in both 
actions, infringement of his 
copyright in the photograph. 
TN and NGN applied for con- 
solidation of the two actions 
and their transfer to the co un- 
court. The plaintiff applied 
summary judgment against 
NGN. 

Nicholas Gardner, Solicitor Advocate 
{Herbert Smith ) for the plaintiff; 
Denise McFarland (Legal Adviser, 
News Group Newspapers Ltd and So- 


£ 


LAW REPORT 

— — fr — 

24 June 1997 

Heitor: Times Newspapers Lid I for the 
defendants. 

Mr Justice Lightman. dealing 
with the application for sum- 
mary judgment first said that 
there was clearly no real issue 
on the question of the subsis- 
tence of copyright in the pho- 
tograph nor of the plaintiff’s 
ownership of it, nor was there 
any arguable case that NGN 
had been granted a licence to 
publish it. 

NGN had contended, gen- 
erally. that it was common 
press practice after one news- 
paper had published a copy- 
right photograph for other 
newspapers to publish it with- 
out waiting for the grant of a 
licence by the copyright own- 
er. They would, where appro- 
priate, expect to pay a licence 
fee retrospectively. 

That might be common 
newspaper practice and one 
which newspapers normally 
got away with. The risk of in- 
fringement proceedings might 
from a business and circulation 
point of view be worth taking: 


it might be economic to “pub- 
lish and be damned". It was, 
however, plainly unjustified 
and unlawful, and the sooner 
that was recognised the better 
for aU concerned. The adoption 
of the practice was not a 
passport to infringe copyright. 
. Section 30t 1 ) of the Copy- 
ngfit Designs and Patents Act 

provided that fair dealing 
with a work for the purpose of 
criticism or review did not in- 
fringe any copyright in the 
work or another work provid- 
ed that it was accompanied by 
asuffiuent acknowledgemenL 
i ftat defence was available in 
the case where the copyright 

work was a photograph. 

. W*rat amounted to fair^eal- 
»ng must depend on the facts of 
the particular case and must to 
a degree be a matter of im- 
pression. What was of prime 

SfSKf w ? s ,o 

, J oh J ect,ve of the party 
usmgihci copyrigfa wo* It ^ 
otally unreal to suggest in the 

Fn m- lhai Objective 
Jh publishing the photograph in 
the .Sim was io lUustratraiw re- 


ui Miueism oi any < 
right work. The article v 
news story, and the pbotoc 
had a prominent place to t 
the story come to life. It was 
that reference was mad 
Princess Caroline’s stun 
pose, but that was mere! 
aspect of the news stoiy. 

had also contei 
tof tthe gram of the llcen 
™free of charge on terms 
reference was made to 

plaintiff had led them to be 

™, M he Pfcpff did ac 
jwuld not object to public 
2^ the photograph by N 
That contention was imaj 
b w totally lacking m 
other quality. 

There was accordineh 
t; rt nC T? ab,e defence tewh’ 
‘£" |;Thc plaintifFwasprim 



. r-wgiapn, an 
arid a 10, res{ J^ fflfri 

intent'?*! 



awau _ j wuauuuanon ieu 
S £ l , he P a rti« had 
fN „l the action against 

Kate O’ Hanlon, Barrister 
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The green odyssey will not always be applauded 


I t s a rather heady feeling to wake 
up and find you are living in a 
paragon among nations, to hear 
your Prime Minister commanding the 
international stage and that hackneyed 
phrase “giving a lead” actually mean- 
ing something for once. Tbday Britain 
is up there with the good of the earth, 
plausibly urging other nations to mend 
their ways and follow the practical 
example of Britain in reducing carbon 
dioxide emissions, thinking afresh 
about energy use and public transport. 

Let's not play the cynic and observe 
that Tony Blair's interest in environ- 
mentalism had not hitherto been large, 
unlike his Foreign Secretaiys. Both the 
style and the substance of Mr Blair’s 
address yesterday to the Earth Summit 
conference in New York were 
admirable. The science is now well 
established. Global war min g is hap- 
pening with demonstrably ill effects. 
Reductions in the emissions of green- 
house gases can be effected without rev- 
olutionary changes in public policy or 
private consumption. The British 
propositions for targeted reductions 
within a decade are practical. PS: Tony 
Blair’s intention to make the next G7- 
plus-Russia summit more focused and 
businesslike is overdue and a tribute to 
this government’s dislike of grandilo- 
quence. The adjective “roundhead" 
has been bandied around in recent 
weeks, but if this instinct leads to inter- 
national gatherings where there is more 


substantial discussion and less grand- 
standing (and dressing up in cowboy 
boots), let’s hear it for Colonel Ironside. 

For all that, the Government needs 
to watch it. For a Scandinavian coun- 
try to instruct the world, as if from a 
-pulpit, is acceptable; their interna- 
tional entanglements are few. They are 
small, unthreatening voices, and are 
reacted to as such. 

We, though, are in a different cate- 
gory. Redundant they may be, but this 
country still possesses nuclear weapons. 
We have a large, export-orientated 
weapons and aircraft industry. It is not 
just that these have “environmental’' 
consequences, it is that Britain’s stock 
of international moral credibility is 
necessarily limited by history and cur- 
rent diplomatic posture - hew much 
pressure, for example, are we going to 
bring through the Commonwealth on 
our kith and kin in the Antipodes if they 
take against taxes on aircraft fuel, 
something now being proposed with 
good reasons by the European Union? 
Britain likes to bask in the “special rela- 
tionship” with the United States; how 
many overt attacks on American culture 
(of which we remain heavy consumers) 
will it take before American politicians 
and public start resenting the Brits? 

Much environmentalism is fairly cost- 
less. Signing the bkMhversity treaty and 
forswearing rain-forest products is cheap 
enough, for us. It’s when going green 
calls up increases in regressive taxes 
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which hit the poor; when neo-liberal 
market solutions just don’t work; when 
environmentalism entails heavy-handed 
intervention ... it's then that the Gov- 
ernment runs its biggest risk in opening 
so ostentatiously its green flank. 

There, in the darkness of the Tory 
back benches, sits John Gummer, a 
warning of the dangers. The man who 
went to the Rio Summit in 1992 amid 
such fanfare delivered only partially 
when he returned home; he was and is 
committed, but his cabinet colleagues 
proved mostly uninterested in the envi- 
ronmental dimensions of transport, 
housing and the fiscal system. It was not 


just Tory intransigence or a blind faith 
in the market. The problem for the 
Major government was the fickleness 
of public opinion. A chorus of approval 
greeted the decision last week to ban 
auto-cooling gadgets for soft drinks, 
which release large amounts of CFCs. 
The public will also give its approval to 
proposals to improve public transport 
and strengthen planning controls - 
and it was remarkable how little oppo- 
sition greeted John Prescott's unilateral 
abandonment of the roads programme 
the other day. But we also like lowish 
taxes, running our own car(s) and 
ensuring our nephews and nieces get 


access to that new housing develop- 
ment out in the green fields. That is the 
public: how will green Mr Blair explain 
the huge tailbacks that will be caused 
by his millennium expo at Greenwich? 

Already there are signs of politi- 
cian's glibness on questions that touch 
basic, everyday and intractable behav- 
iour, as when Mr Cook yesterday 
claimed he did not want to stop peo- 
ple usin g their cars ... all he wanted 
was to raise the quality of the alterna- 
tive, public transport. It is an argument 
often heard in education - it is not a 
matter of banning private schools but 
bringing state schools up to par. It is 
a good argument, the only argument 
possible in a liberal society, but it is 
potentially hugely costly. 

Environmentalism as a philosophy 
has a twisted and complicated origin in 
the history of ideas, first left then 
right. Nowadays, the green credentials 
of certain corporate chiefs notwith- 
standing, it has to be regarded as a left 
of centre affair. That is for one very 
good reason: it usually involves more 
rather than less government. Is this 
what Tony Blair and New Labour are 
really about: tolls and controls. A con- 
gestion tax is still a tax. One of Labour's 
ambitions in office is to recalibrate the 
relationship between citizen and state, 
between government and the gov- 
erned. Seeing Tony Blair up there in the 
bright lights off Broadway might, tem- 
porarily, endear him and his colleagues 


to the public back home. But sooner or 
later, if Labour wants to accomplish 
half of what it promises, it is going to 
have to start telling the public some 
unpleasant things - like stop driving, 
pay more, consume less. Mr Blair's 
speech was a good start, but only a start, 
in preparing opinion in order to get 
such controversial decisions through. 
The words sounded good and were 
widely applauded. Some of the deci- 
sions that must necessarily follow them 
will be hated and booed. 


Ay, she’s every 
inch a king 

I f King Lear is to be played by a 
woman - as Hamlet and Richard II 
before her/him - why stop there? Lear 
as a teenager, for instance? Why 
shouldn't older actors get a geriatric 
version of a youth play such as Love’s 
Labours Lost'! The permutations are 
endless: how about a black Shylock or 
a gay fftlstaff or a transvestite Cleopa- 
tra 7 They’ll come, depend upon it The 
stories and language are strong enough 
to be endlessly bounced on by pirou- 
etting trend-setters. After the fashion 
passes, they'll still be there, fresh and 
intriguing, ready for the next “radical 
and contemporary" reinterpretation. 
That's why the old feller’s great. 
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Child support 
system is deaf 
to justice 

Sin Polly Toynbee is unwise to 
assume that the failure of the Child 
Support Agency is anything so 
simple as “a fathers' conspiracy to 
defraud" (article, 23 June). 

The study of single parents in 20 
countries by Professor Jonathan 
Bradshaw and others found that in 
none of them does maintenance 
achieve a major contribution to the 
support of lone parents. This may 
prompt the suspicion that the 
money is not always there. 

The CSA’s formula cannot 
guarantee that the.money isthere. , 
Though the scheme of departures 
from the formula introduced in the 
1995 Act looks good at a casual 
glance, the sums allowed under it 
are negligible. It does not end cases 
like the man who was advised by 
the GSA to raise the money to pay 
maintenance by selling the car, - 
without which he could not work. 
As is illustrated by fV>lly Toynbee's 
own story of the daughter who 
eloped with her stepfather and 
whose mother was bound to 
support her, a formula and justice 
are incompatible. 

No parliamentarian will defend 
illegal resistance, but such 
resistance is the inevitable 
consequence of a deaf system 
which cannot give so much as a 
hearing to injustice. That story also 
illustrates that the relations of the 
sexes are not a zero-sum game, and 
women are no happier with the 
CSA than men. 

Polly Toynbee looks forward to 
the day when the CSA is seen as 
“the friend of all lone parents”. 
That will not happen until they are 
allowed to choose whether to avail 
themselves of its services, instead 
of being compelled to do so by a 
total denial of benefit if they 
refuse. This is perhaps the grossest 
example of oppression in the whole 
of our existing law, 

Earl RUSSELL 

Liberal Democrat Social Security 
Spokesman 
House of Lords 
London SW1 

Split parties and 
let minds meet 

Sir. The Tbry leadership contest 
has underlined the fact that we 
have moved conclusively into an 
era in which the survival of 
democracy depends upon 
proportional representation and 
the likelihood of government by 

^TOeabortive Clarke- Redwood 
pact demonstrated ihe 
impossibility of honestly 
maintaining large-party coherence 
(Hague’s victory proves nothing)^ 
New Labour, a party “disciplined 
with and prohibitions, sports 

the pairing of Prescott and Blair. 
These fantasy couplings are purely 
promotional: there can be no 
marriage of true minds m such 
circumstances. In practice the 
incumbents have to settle for 

merely doing things together - u 
hardly seems to matter what so 
long as the perquisites of power 
flow unchallenged. 

Public life may recently have 
been curdled by sleaze; it is 
cerminlyflow befuddled by . . 

humbug. Can we have our divisions 

back please? 

MALCOLM ROSS 
Dartinffon. Devon 

Sir. “Thatcher endorses Hague *to 

giSEjSssassa. 



voting that the Tbries have recently 
been so scathing about in the 
general election? 

LEN CLARKE 
Uxbridge, Middlesex 


Victims of the 
litigious society 

ies. 


Sir: At i uu^ mi ™ 

at least in the US, have been . — 
to recognise publicly the devastating 
rfamag e to health caused by their 
products (“Tbbacco firms to pay 
J360bn to settle law suits", 21 June). 
As a doctor I applaud this, and 
welcome the sweeping restrictions 
on tobacco promotion which have 
been* w, “~'““'* 


ibU Uiupwuv. 

If the only way to achieve this 
was lawsuits against the tobacco 
companies then so be it. But as the 
British Medical Association leaps 
to uigebospital trusts in this 
country to engage in similar 
litigation on behalf of their 
patients, I fear the wrong message 
is being promulgated. 

People must accept some 
responsibility for their own health. 
After all, the risks of smoking have 
been widely known for over 30 
years now. And people haven’t 
been forced to smoke by the 

tobacco giants -they have chosen 

to do so, knowing the risks. What 
will be next? Will alcoholics be 
encouraged to sue the breweries? 
Are overweight people going to sue 
the bakeries and the supermarkets? 
Should people with sunburn sue 

the tour operator? Let’s not lose 
sight of personal responsibility. We 
^increasingly becoming a society 

of victims. 

HUGH J THOMSON 
Consultant Surgeon . 

Birmingham 


France is no 
disaster -yet 

Sir Mario Vargas Llosa’s 
schadenfreude at France’s current 
predicament (“The disaster 
striking France", 20 June) seems 
both naive and misguided. 

The chief cause of 
unemployment in France is not 
socialist regulation but the attempt 
to conform to the Maastricht 
criteria for monetary union, which 
involve restraints on public 
spending and an overvalued franc 
Asa result, France is locked into 
deflationary policies during 
recession. There is nothing socialist 
about the single-currency project, 
which is based on vintage 
monetarist principles. 

In Britain we were fortunate 
enough to be forced out of the 
ERM by liberal financiers such as 
George Soros. Financial orthodoxy 
predicted dire inflationary 
consequences, but in reality Britain 
gained a temporary competitive 
advantage from the devaluation. 

Mr Vhrgas Uosa is naive if he 
accepts the conventional wisdom 
that die UK economy is in finer 
shape tban that of France simply 
because we British are spared 
labour regulation. In so far as 
British unemployment is lower 
than elsewhere it is a result of 
insecur 


Britain also creates artificial jobs by 


benefits system. Nothing would be 
more HseJy to assist the rise of the 
National Front that Mr Vargas 
Uosa fears than the attempt to 


lower France to British standards 
of employment protection, 
education and health care. 
ROBERT CLAYTON 
Leeds 


Polar bears in 
the exam room 

Sir. Grim though the polar bears 
are on their clashing ice floes. 
Landseer's painting was not always 
shrouded during examinations at 
Royal Holloway College (letter, 21 
June). When I sat my finals during 
a ferociously hot June fortnight 
shortly after the Second World 
War, they diverted and inspired my 
more distraught moments - along 
with the opulent beauties of the 
Marriage Market, and assorted 
dramas of Frith’s thronged Railway 
Station, and the many other riches 
of Thomas Holloway's wonderful 
coDection. 

1 remember them well, and 
gratefully, as I obtained a better 
degree than 1 probably deserved, 
inspired ] believe by the vivid 
representations of all humanity 
around me. Indeed, I recommend 
that ail important examinations 
should take place in an art gallery. 
At least those painful hours would 
be enlivened by the clamorous 
variety of life awaiting the unhappy 
contestant on the brink of his 
future. Whether the same 
beneficial results would follow 
finals taken in a contemporary art 
gallery, 1 would not hazard to say. 
BARBARASPRING 
Soitosh, Cornwall 


A new definition 
of rape needed 

Sir: Glenda Cooper’s article on the 
argument for a new crime of date 
rape ( 19 June) quotes the erroneous 
opinion that a “lesser” offence 
would somehow reduce the 
standard of proof All crimes mast 
be proved beyond reasonable doubt, 
not “beyond probable doubt”. 

The real problem with rape is 
that the crime itself requires proof 
that the man knew or was reckless 
about his victim's lack of consent to 
intercourse. Presumably this mere 
rea requirement would still exist in 
any new “date rape" law. 

If this were abolished, making a 
man guilty simply if it is proved 
beyond reasonable doubt he had ' 
intercourse with a woman who did 
not consent, the law would be 
dearer and fairer to victims. It 
would send out a dear message that 
men must be sure there is consent 
before they have intercourse. 

WYN DAVIES 
Burry Port, Dyfed 


Bike or camel? 

Sir, While agreeing with the 
sentiments of Peter Metcalfe 
(letter, 19 June) on the loss to the 
nation of Lawrence of Arabia’s 
transcripts and possibly his 
motorey de, I am not wholly in 
agreement with his suggestion on 
the form of a monument to 
Lawrence astride his Brough 
Superior 1000. 

Lawrence will forever be 
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remembered for his leadership of 
an Arab irregular army against the 
Turks. He rode a camel for most of 
the time, or otherwise in an army 
Rolls- Royce tender. It would be 
more fitting if the monument 
reflected those achievements. Why 
not Lawrence in Arab dress seated 
on his camel? 

GR GREEN 
West Wickham, Kent 


McMenace 

Sir During the recent “McLibel” 
case, one piece of evidence which 
confirms the burger chain's 
attitude to its customers has been 
overlooked. I refer of course to the 
blatant incitement to violence 
arising from its donation of 
“squirter guns", cleverly moulded 
in the shape of dinosaurs, to 
impressionable youngsters whose 
helpless parents have been cajoled 
into buying them McDonald’s 
“Happy Meals”. 

These brightly-coloured and 
innocenl-looldng weapons have led 
to numerous unsavoury incidents in 
my own household, including 
water-fights in the hallway, the 
drenching of a brand-new sofa, and 
several threats of a quick shower to 
innocent passers-by, not to 
mention plenty of tears when the 
guilty parties are deprived of their 
newfound instruments of terror. 

I therefore intend to launch a 
campaign for the withdrawal of 
McSqiiirters from distribution, or, 
failing that, to demand that 
adequate means of protection are 
offered to the poor souls who are 
funding their purchase. 
McUmbrellas, perhaps, or even 
McMacs? 

DAVID MERCER 
Bedford 


Lost mystery 
of Stonehenge 

Sir The great majority of people 
see Stonehenge only from the 
A303. Children going to the West 
Country look forward to the sight. 
To cui-and-cover this road, as 
recommended by Professor 
Buchanan (letter, 20 June) and 
thus prevent anyone from seeing 
this view is outrageous. To use 
public money, whether Lottery or 
otherwise, to do this work in order 
that the stones can only be viewed 
by making a payment (perhaps to a 
private firm ) is highly improper. 

I understand that 50 per cent of 
visitors to Stonehenge felt 
dissatisfied afterwards. Tt’s not 
surprising. Having been brought 
from London by coach they expect 
something more, although they 
don’t kgow quite whaL In the 
1930s, when as a boy I dozed in the 
sun on the stones, they were an 
awe-inspiring sight. Now that has 
all gone and no amount of 
restructuring can recapture it 
Forget them: there are far more 
important things to be done. 

BH BATEMAN 
Mol combe, Dorset 


Ignorance has 
the last word 

Sin May we return lo the matter 
raised by Walter Roberts 
(“Grammarians Weep", 14 June), 
about which I have a question: are 
there any people who, haying been 
taught to speak grammatically, 
then deride arbitrarily to ignore the 
rules they learnt and make up their 
own, and follow the example of 
those who have not bad their 
advantage? I think not. 

The people whose speech is 
lamented by Mr Roberts (among 
others) are unfortunate enough 
never to have been taught the rules 
in the first place. If we are invited 
to see this usage as a “rich and 
fascinating phenomenon" (Letters, 
16 June) and adopt it, then 
ignorance has the last word. A 
bleak prospect indeed. 

SHEELAGH FLAWN 
East Preston, West Sussex 


Likely yarn 

Sir, The " tow rag" of your recent 
correspondence has an origin closer 
to home than suggested by your 
previous correspondents. low is the 
name given to one product of Lhe 
preparatory processes of linen 
manufacture. Fine-quality yam is 
spun from lhe longer flax fibres while 
ooarser yam is spun from the residual 
shorter fibres. These shorter fibres 
are known as tow and the resulting 
yam as row yam. Its traditional use 
was in weaving coarse cloth used for 
heavy-duty cleaning or for sac king. 
and m the manufacture of ropes. 
BRENDA COLLINS 
Research Officer 
The Irish Linen Centre & Lisburn 
Museum 

Lisburn. Co Down 

Sir: I fear that the origin of the 
expression “toe-rag" (Letters, 20 
June) is altogether more literal - 
and horrible — than any previously 
described. I read the following 
passage from George Orwell's 
Down and Out pi Paris and London 
Only this morning: 

Less than half the tramps actually 
bathed. .. bu tbgy all washed thdr faces 
and feet, and ibe horrid greasy little 
darts known as toe-rag* which they bind 
around their toes. 

Their purpose, however, still 
remains unclear. 

JONATHAN COPE 
London SW16 
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How did a US missile 
earmarked for the Marine 
Corps kill Lebanese women 
and children last year? 

Robert Fisk follows the trail 
from the Middle East to 
Washington and finds that 
Israel’s arms build-up is coming 
at the expense of America’s own 
armed forces 

A rocket 
is returned 
to sender 
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he coding on the side of the missil e 
fragment was difficult to read. When 


an Israeli helicopter pilot fired his 
ito the back of an ambulance 


T 

3 rocket into the back i 

.A- in southern Lebanon on 23 April last 
year- killing four small children and two women 
- it detonated into dozens of pieces. But the 
legend “AGM 114C” identified it as a 5ft 3in 
American-made Hellfire - “AGM” stands for air- 
to-ground missile - jointly made by Rockwell 
International in Duluth, Georgia, and by Martin 
Marietta of Orlando, Florida. And it was with this 
information that 1 set off to the United States last 
spring, in the hope of meeting the men who made 
the missile which tore to pieces die children and 
women in the Lebanese ambulance - little real- 
ising how long my journey would turn out to be. 

When the Independent on Sunday' % “Review” 
published my interviews with the men from the 
companies which now owned the missile-mak- 
ers, Boeing and Lockheed,' our front cover - 
dominated by a photograph of the missile frag- 
ment - caught the attention of two men in the 
American and European defence industries. One 
of them telephoned me in Beirut to say that the 
code number 04939 -clearly viable on the man- 
ufacturer’s plate - proved that the missile had 
been made in the Lockheed Martin plant in 
Florida. The other source agreed to meet me in 
Europe with a list of NATO codings in his hand 
which proved that the Hellfire missile fired into 
the Lebanese ambulance had never been sold to 
the Israelis. The National Stock Number on the 
missile fragment, he pointed out, was in a 4-2- 
3-4 digit sequence, the second section of which 
read “01”. The Israeli coding would have been 


“31” - “Or stood for the United States. And the 
letter “M r on the lot number suggested it had 
been sold to the US Marine Corps. 

The Israeli pilot who targeted the ambulance 
on 18 AprS last year- the Israels claimed it ms 
being dnven by a member of the HizbaDah guer- 
rilla movement, which was untrue - bad in fact 
fired two missiles at the vehicle. One of them 
failed to detonate and the unexploded rocket 
revealed a complete set of code numbers which 
1 -according to our defence sources -proved that 
the missile was contracted for use by the US 
armed forces in 1986 and manufactured in 1988. 
It had been made just in time for the Gulf Wir 
and, according to The Independents sources* may 
have been delivered to Israel immediately after 
the end of hostilities, probably by a US marine 
amphibious craft which put into the munitions 
pier in Haifa harbour in spring 1991. 

No oDe, of course, should be surprised that 
Israel uses the weaponry of its superpower ally. 
Its F-15 fighter-bombers, its Awacs reconnais- 
sance aircraft, its field artillery and many of its 
tanks are US-made: Washington regularly reas- 
sures Israel of its loyalty by announcing the sale 
of aircraft and armour to Tel Aviv. When Sad- 
dam Hussein fired Scud rockets at Israel, Amer- 
ica installed Patriot anti-missile missiles to 
defend the country. Israel relies upon US fire- 
power in much the same way as Syria depends 
upon Russian-made equipment - and as the 
Hizballab needs Iran's comparatively puny mil- 
itary largess to fight its war against Israeli occu- 
pation forces inside southern Lebanon. 

But the transfer of weaponry from US 
armouries - with virtually no conditions attached 
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to its use -is provoking anger among American 
military officers who believe that Israel’s sympa- 
thisers inside the US a dminis tration and on Capi- 
tol Hffl are allowing Israel a de facto free access 
to the armouries of America's armed forces. The 
links between Israel and US lawmakers - and 
armaments manufacturers- are now so close that 
there is no longer any public debate in Wash- 
ington about the massive weapons transfers 
made to Israel or their use against civilian targets 
in Lebanon. When Lockheed was asked by The 
Independent to explain its policy towards Israel 
after it targeted Lockheed missiles at the ambu- 
lance, a spokesman for the company said he had 
“oo information” about the event When we 
offered to send photographs of the identification 
codings to Lockheed, the spokesman refused to 
accept them. In fact, Lockheed had no interest 
in co-operating with our inquiry - not least 
because it is a joint partner in missile develop- 
ment with the Israeli Rafael aeronautics company. 

B ut it is the virtually unchallenged ability of 
Israel to rifle through US military stocks 
that has so upset serving and retired offi- 
cers in the US armed forces who, in the course 
of a two-week Independent inquiry into arms 
transfers to Israel spoke of their fuiy at watch- 
ing thousands of tanks and armour taken from 
US inventories over a period of 20 years, and 
transferred to Israel despite objections from the 
Department of Defence. In the late 1970s, 
according to one officer who was serving in north- 
ern Europe, senior US military personnel 
objected to a vast quantity of armour being with- 
drawn from Germany for transfer to Israel. “I 
was in the headquarters in Germany with the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs and he went 
through the roof,” he said. “We were told to hand 
over hundreds of tanks at very short notice - and 
tins was at the height of the Cold War. We were 
opposite the Fulda Gap and the Warsaw Pact was 
on the other side and we were screaming that we 
were depleting our assets at a moment of high 
European tension. The general was saying luck 
them’ - he used those words - but he was 
excluded from the decision. The Department of 
Defence were directed under orders to turn over 
the tanks - we didn’t do it voluntarily.” 

An air force officer recalled how, around the 
same period, he returned to his iiava] air station 
in the US after leave to discover half his 
squadron of aircraft being repainted with Israeli 
markings. “We only had 50 per cent of our 
squadron left - 1 was flabbergasted.” he said. “I 


wasn't consulted. I was told ‘they’ve got to go 
to Israel - we’re out of business for a while’.” 
Many serving US officers suspect that Israel 
received large amounts of surplus US weaponry 
after the 1991 Gulf Wfr- as a quid pm quo for 
stayin g out of the conflict when Saddam fired 
missil es at Tel Aviv. Officials who served on the 
State Department's Defence Security Assistance 
Agency - ultimately responsible for transfers to 
Israel - deny this and General Gus Pagonis, who 
was the head of US military logistics during the 
war against Iraq, insisted to us that “everything 
we took off the ships [in Saudi Arabia] I put back 
aboard them en route to America”. 

However. General Pagonis - now head of 
logistics for the Sears Roebuck chain of depart- 
ment stores - added: “I don’t know if the ships 
stopped anywhere on the way.” A former 
Mamie officer said that he believed a ship car- 
rying US Hellfire missiles may have been routed 
to the US via the Israeli port of Haifa, unload- 
ing part of its cargo on the munitions pier as part 
of an “in theatre” transfer of weapons to Amer- 
ica’s closest ally in the Middle East Other retired 
officers asked what happened to dozens of US 
Army and Marine Stinger missiles that were offi- 
cially listed as “missing" in the Gulf in 1991. The 
Defence Department’s Inspector General inven- 
toried 60 per cent of the Stinger armoury and 
found that 188 of the missiles had disappeared 
In the same year, the US military’s General 
Accounting Office found that 2,185 missiles - 
Stingers, Dragons and Redeyes - were appar- 
ently missing from 1 1 US European weapons 
storage sites. Where did they go? 

In all, the US Marines are recorded as hav. 
mg fired 159 Hellfire air-to-ground missiles dur- 
ing the 1991 conflict with Iraq - almost the same 
number of missiles the Israelis fired in just three 
weeks in southern Lebanon last year, along with 
at least 26,000 shells. Another US Gulf veteran 
recalled seeing “miles and miles of truck con- 
tainers on the Tapline road in Saudi [which fol- 
lows the Trans. Arabia Pipeline], loaded with 
shells and missiles - 1 know we did make trans- 
fers at about that time, including to coalition 
allies. We transferred some missiles that were, 
as we say, ‘beginning to get to the end of their 
freshness'.” In fact, former US and serving air 
force personnel say that a number of Martin 
Marietta Hellfire missiles manufactured in the 
late 1980s and apparently taken to the Gulf were 
malfunctioning, hitting vehicles but failing to 
explode on impact - just as one of the He 1 1 fires 
(dated 1988) failed to explode against the 


Rockwell International 


amhniancp. in southern Lebanon. Other Helifires 
fafl pH to explode in Lebanon during this period 
and were later found by Hizbaifah guerrillas who 
loaded them onto trucks. They were presumably 
sent to Iran for examination. 

//An awful lot of shells are transferred to 
Israel and nobody knows a hell of a 
XXlot about it," a US defence analyst 
remarked on the day Israel put its latest request 
for 98,000 artillery shells to the US this month. 
“The military here is downsizing and wants to 
get rid of some ordnance because it’s old. But 
an equal amount of good material just leaves our 
stocks for Israel without a by-yriur-leave. It goes 
through the legal channels but no one reports 
it, no one questions it, no one asks where it’s 
used or how it's used. And if it kills innocent folk, 
do you think the Clinton a dminis tration is 
going to make a song and dance about it? They'll 
say that criticising Israel may ‘damage the 
peace process’. Every assurance has been given 
to Israel that it will not be touched.” 

Arms transfers to Israel have to undergo a 
period of 30 days’ formal notice. Major defence 
equipment with a value of more than S14m 
requires congressional notification - amounts of 
less than $I4m do not ‘Anyone on the Hill knows 
that challenging any transfers to Isael is not going 
to help their political career," a former army 
colonel commented. “The Israeli lobby is. very, 
veiy powerful. It’s not going to be criticised.” In 
fact, after it used US Navy anti-tank duster bombs 
on civilian areas of west Beirut in 1982, Israel was 
taken ro task in Washington. President Reagan 
briefly held up deliveries from Dover Air Force 
Base of US F-15 and F-16 fighter-bombers to 
Israel while congressional hearings investigated 
the use of the cluster bombs. But even when clas- 
sified material was edited out of the final report 
of the hearings, the State Department refused to 
publish the full findings on the grounds that the 
entire sessions were “classified". 

Indeed, “classified” is a word that occurs fairly 
often when you ask about weapons transfers to 
Israel . The congressional branch of the National 
Archives contains numerous references to das- 
sified, “legally approved transfers” to Israel. But 
they are not open to public inspection. Nor was 
anyone in Washington able to explain last week 
what Israel needs 98,000 new shells for. Surety 
not to fire at Egypt or Jordan, its partners in 
peace. At West Bank towns in the event of a sec- 
ond. armed intifada, perhaps? Or into Lebanon 
this hot, dangerous summer? 
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Hurry to Hong Kong’s closing down sale 


I have been directed to 
publicise the magnificent 
forthcoming auction of 
items following the return of 
Hong Kong to the Chinese. 

Yes. there will be a Grand 
Closing Down and Handing 
Over Sale, at which many 
valuable items of Hong 
Kong origin will be available 
for purchase which have 
never been on the market 
before and probably never 
will again! 

There is nothing like 
enough space to list 
everything in this wonderful 
end-of-Iease sale, but I think 
your appetite will be whetted 
by this small selection of just 
some of the lots which wfl] 
go under the hammer in the 
near future. 

One Royal Yacht, 
“Britannia", ideal for 
helping to close down 
colonies and sailing away 
into the distance bearing 
outgoing administration. 

This ship also has great 
heritage value, having more 
“Royalty Slept Here” 
plaques than any other 
known vessel. 

One ex-governor of Hong 
Kong, answers to name of 
Chris. Would make idea] MP, 
or future prime minister, or 


anything, really. If not 
snapped up at auction, will 
probably spend declining 
years fighting Britain’s 
antiquated quarantine 
regulations. 

Hundreds of miles of red, 
white and blue bunting, 
suitable for international 
matches, new petrol stations. 
Ye Olde Village Fayres, etc. 

Thousands of CDs of 
Hong Kong police band 
playing Elgar, Holst Gilbert 
and Sullivan, etc. 

Thousands of labels 
reading “Made in Hong 
Kong" and marked with 
Union Jack. 

Hundreds of posters 
reading “You Are Now 
Leaving Communist China”. 
“Welcome To The Free 
World”, “Political Refugees 
Will Be Returned Tb Red 
China, Sony About That”, 
etc. 

Thousands of pictures of 
HM the Queen ua serious 
mood. 

Nostalgic set of framed 
pictures of Bath, none later 
than 1991 

Complete set of plans for 
the millennium, entitled: . 
“What To Do In The Year 
2000 If For Some Reason 
The Chinese Don’t Want 
The Place Back”. 
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Hundreds of brochures in 
10 different Chinese 
languages entitled: “Let’s 
Get Democracy Going In 
Hong Kong Before The 
Communists Come And 
Dismantle It - We've Only 
Got Two Years And It WIU 
Be A Complete Waste Of 
Tune But It’ll Be Fun!” 

One genuine historic 
leasehold agreement 
whereby the Chinese 
emperor agrees to lease 
Hong Kong to Britain until 
1997, at which point, says the 
leasehold contract, “the 
property known as Hong 
Kong must be returned to 
the Chinese Emperor in its 


original pristine condition 
...” (This, incidentally, was a 
major stumbling-block in the 
hand-over negotiations. The 
British pointed out that they 
had to hand Hong Kong 
back to the Emperor, not a 
bunch of Communists. The 
Chinese government said 
that Hong Kong was not in 
ns original good condition 
being covered with a whole 
stack of skyscrapers which 
would all have to come 
dowi. Both sides relented at 
the last momenL ) 

One set of plumed hats, 
ceremonial sword, uniform, 
belt, etc. as worn by 
outgoing governor. Suitable 
for dressing up, amateur 
dramatics, etc. 

One set of unique letters 
written to Chris Patten in 
the last five years, including: 

Letter from Margaret 
Thatcher, 199 2, sayme. 

Dear Chris, Sony about 
Bath, all my fault, should 
never have made you take 
can for poll tax, 1 am so very 
vmy sony, if you ever want 
VIP lecturers in Hong Kong, 
just contact my agent * 

Letter from John Major, 
1997 saying: “Dear Chris 

Might well be a job for you 

m the new cabinet when you 

fcet back from Hong Kong!" 


Letter from Micha 
Heseltme, same date. 
“Dear Chris, John rei 
thinks we are going h 
election. Well, he ma; 
right, but something i 
that he is in for a sho 
that very soon we sha 
looking for a new Tot 
leader. It will be me, 
course, but shortly th 
I shall be putting togt 
my shadow cabinet, s 
more, say no more ... 

Letter from Willi'ai 

Hague, later date in 3 
filvina- ■Tin.. « . 
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The French could 
turn out to be 
heroes after all 


I t has been hard to pick up 
a paper in recent weeks 
without reading shrieks of 
cheerful horror about tbe 
dramatic left turn in French 
politics. 

In this newspaper on Satur- 
day the Nobel prize-winning 
novelist Mario Vhrgas Uosa 
was accusing the French of a 
fatal error, in seeking to pam-. 
per themselves with state- 
subsidised goodies rather than 
confronting the bitter sacri- 
fices that are surely necessary 
in the dynamic modem world; 
and he hasn't been the only 
one. Even Blairites are crowing, 
over their good fortune, whis- 
pering that for France to have 
elected Jospin is like Britain 
voting in Michael Foot Fog in 
Channel, the headlines seem to 
say: France isolated. 

It ail sounds quite persuasive 
to an audience that has been 
through the Reagan-Thatcher 
austerity mill . In the Anglo- 
Saxon world, we pride our- 
selves on taking our medicine 
like men. A bit of social hard- 
ship is just what the doctor 
ordered. This doesn’t even 
seem like a political idea any 
more: we think of it as simple 
common sense. 

But what if we are wrong? 

Some of the pique at France's 
apparently reckless refusal to 
buy into the free-market logic 
of the Anglo-Saxon world 
seems inspired by nerves, or 
possibly even by envy. Some of 
it is historic, and relates to British snootiness 
at France's capitulation in the war. Yeah, yeah, 
we say. of course Paris is beautiful - and we 
all know why. don't we? It’s because they didn't 
get blitzed, the bastards. Fart of it stems from 
a profound gap in our moral-aesthetic 
approaches to life: we Anglo-Saxons are pretty 
convinced that life is a hard, uphill slog, not 
to be taken lightly, whereas the French, mad- 
deningly, seem to believe that is should be both 
comfortable and fun: 

But what, damn their eyes, if they are 
right? What if their high-spending, socially 
cohesive culture of fine food, long holidays, 
lovely trains and generous benefits can indeed 
be sustained?- Britain and America certainly 
have a strong interest in hoping that this is not 
true: it would mean we bad undertaken our 
own -painful, on-your-bike transformations 
for nothing. It would mean we had been duped. 

It im't easy, in Britain, to hear anything 
dearly above all the . eurobabble. Wfe risk 
becoming fuddled by the diplomatic pieties of 
the debate over EMU. But it fakes only a brief 
trip to France (which millions, this summer, will 
enjoy: The Mickelin Red Guide to France is a 
reliable best-seQer every July) to remind us that 
“Europe” is not a speculative idea, but a busy 
and various place that intersects at a thousand 
points. Tbe planes, trains, and coaches that 
criss-cross the Alps aren't full of brainy tech- 
nocrats carrying blueprints for federation in 
their laptops. They are full of restaurateurs 
heading for Burgundy in search of. a reliable 
house red, engineers checking out a hydro- 
electric project, fanners travelling to a con- 



ference on new feeder systems, 
teachers on exchanges, battery 
salesmen doing the rounds, lan- 

S tage students cn route to 
renoble and Florence, and - 
most common of all - tourists 
like me in search of nothing 
more federal than sunshine, 
clean air, meadows vivid with 
blue gentians and a Matterhorn 
view. 

One thing you can’t hope 
noticing, if you travel (as I did) 
from Geneva airport to the 
Italian border, is that in the 
space of a one-hour drive you 
need Swiss francs, French 
francs and Italian lire for the 
motorway toils. It makes you 
brood a bit on the single cur- 
rency: it seems a pretty good 
wheeze. But otherwise, far 
beneath the macroeconomic 
rhetoric of federalisation, the 
differences between the nations 
of Europe are (as evetyone 
knows) dissolving fast. 

In lounge-class Europe you 
can have a more-or-less- 
identical cappuccino wherever 
you are. not to mention a sim- 
ilar ham ’a’ cheese croissant 
and chunk of Swiss chocolate. 
You can listen to James Bond 
themes performed on South 
American pan-pipes in almost 
any hotel between Belfast and 
Istanbul. 

It is possible that this rapid 
homogenisation of inter- 
national taste has hit France 
harder than most. Of all the 
countries in Europe, it has most 
successfully exported its lifestyle: it is one of 
its major products. There is hardly a sandwich 
bar, brassiere or department store in the West 
that does not advertise the hnge French influ- 
ence in our daily life. There is a price attached 
to this. Britons, at any rate, used to travel to 
France expecting to feel tbe kiss of a more 
refined way of life: better food, better clothes, 
better weather, better everything. And France 
still does France better than anyone else. But 
it also has supermarkets and muzak and out- 
of-town high-rises and no-go suburbs like 
anywhere else: it feels less singular now. 

Which is why the present political experi- 
ment is so gripping. The French are deter- 
mined to protect their culture. It looks fool- 
hardy, Canuieisb, even a touch reactionary: in 
the area of race relations, for instance, it has 
some unhappy ramifications. But it is a seri- 
ous proposal. Isolationist reflexes have long 
been to tbe fore in the arts, though they risk 
seeming frayed and corny when Jean-Luc 
Godard said that he needed only two ingredi- 
ents to make a film - a miniskirt and a gun - 
he was giving the game away. 

France’s literature, too, is shunned by the 
' rest of the world, to much gnashing of teeth 
in Paris ( u ils nous bqycottent ”), precisely 
because it continues to be inspired by an ideal 
of introspection that other nationalities have 
little time for. The heroes and heroines of mod- 
em French literature tend to be neurotic and 
alone - the key emotion is solitude. Fiance’s 
quest may indeed be lonely and embattled, as 
it fights on alone. Wouldn't it be ironic if it 
ended up seeming heroic into the bargain? 


Robert 

Winder 

We think 
life should 
be a hard, 
uphill slog. 
French 
people 
believe it 
should be 
comfortable 
and fun 


How long can Blair 
wait for Sinn Fein? 


T be face, contorted 
with uncontrollable 
grief, of seven-year- 
old Louie Johnston, 
son of one of the. 
two RUC men shot dead by the 
IRA in Lurgan, will be one of 
the enduring images of 1997. It 
moved Tony Blair, and the deep 
anger that it generated in 
Downing Street and around 
the world will underline a good 
deal of what he says when he 
makes a statement on Northern 
Ireland in the Commons to- 
morrow. Blair is unlikely to 
mince his words about the grue- 
some cynicism of murdering the 
two policemen only 4S hours 
after republicans had been 
promised they could join all- 
party talks within six weeks if 
the IRA declared a ceasefire. 

A moment of truth is fast 
approaching for the Provision 
ak. If they commit this atrociti 


by Donald Macintyre 


in the midst of a detailed nego- 
tiating process about the terms 
needed to bring Sinn Fein into 
inclusive, all-party talks, what is 
the point of talking to them? 
For it suggests one of two 
deeply unpalatable possibil- 
ities: either that Gerry Adams 
and Martin McGuiness have 
been guilty of mind-boggling 
hypocrisy in their negotiations 
with offunals at the Northern 
Ireland Office, or that they are 
not in control of their own 
people. Either way it raises dis- 
tinct doubts as to whether there 
is any point in the Government 
trying to bring them into talks. 

Some of those doubts will 
surely be reflected in what the 
Prime Minister says tomorrow. 
He is after all, entitled to 
emphasise how the murders 
took place at a time when he 
had taken significant risks to 
secure a ceasefire. He had 
already abandoned the require- 
ment, successfully pressed on 
his predecessor % the Ulster 
Unionists and consistently 
rejected by Sinn Fein, that there 
would have to be a symbolic 
hand-over of arms before inclu- 
sive talks could start. 

Yesterday London and Dub- 
lin agreed a joint decommis- 
sioning paper, several weeks in 
the drafting, to be issued to the 
inter-party talks in Belfast 
today. There has been a broad 
measure of agreement between 
London and the incoming gov- 
ernment in Dublin in favour of 
the recommendations of Sena- 
tor George Mitchell that de- 
commissioning should start 
happening only as the talks 
make progress. The Govern- 
ment has a huge majority, and 
is not, therefore, as the previ- 
ous one was, held parliamen- 
tary prisoner by the Ulster 
Unionists. It is in a boney- 



The grieving family of muttered RUC constable David Johnston at his funeral John Giles/Pft 


Either Adams and McGuiness are guilty of 
hypocrisy in their negotiations, or they are 
not in control of their own people 


moon period. It has a leader 
who has striven for a new start, 
as McGuiness acknowledged 
on Sunday. When are the 
republicans going to have an 
opportunity like this again? 

If the IRA doesn't think (and 
it may cot) that that’s a real 
question, it should think again. 
For it’s becoming clearer by the 
day that Blair and Mo Mow- 
lam, his Northern Ireland Sec- 
retary, are serious when they 
say that if talks can’t be held 
which include Sinn Fein, then 
the Government wilj switch its 
energy to promoting talks that 
don’t Blair and Dr Mowlam 


want a ceasefire. But they 
aren’t, in the end. going to be 
deteired from trying to get the 
best out of the only alternative: 
talks between the existing con- 
stitutional parties. 

True, there is deep and jus- 
tified scepticism among the 
best informed in Northern Ire- 
land about whether talks with- 
out Sinn Fein would be, in the 
phrase of Fergus Finlay, adviser 
to the outgoing Irish Foreign 
Minister, Dick Spring, ‘'worth 
a penny candle”. On an optim- 
istic scenario. John Hume, 
leader of tbe nationalist SDLP, 
and David Trimble, leader of 


the Ulster Unionists, would 
come together and agree terms 
for a “new, power-sharing 
Northern Ireland assembly, 
along with some version of the 
institutional cross-border co- 
operation envisaged in the 
widely forgotten 1995 Frame- 
work Document 

Dublin would abandon the 
claim to sovereignty over 
Northern Ireland in Article II 
of the Irish constitution. The 
deal would be put successfully 
to referendums in both north 
and south next May. And the 
IRA would find itself not only 
militarily at bay. but with less 


public support than at any time 
since the Troubles began. In 
your dreams, say the sceptics. 

A conflagration after Drum- 
cree in a fortnight's time would 
simply reinforce the hatreds 
between nationalists and 
Unionists rekindled by the one 
last year. Even without it, 
Hume would have to detach 
himself from his five-year quest 
to bring Sinn Fein into talks: 
and Trimble would have to take 
the bold step of facing down 
extreme Unionist opinion (in 
the rival DUP and in his own 
party) by conceding even the 
modest ground be has stub- 
bornly refused to concede so 
far. And the DUP itself would 
have to be ignored. There, are 
signs that some within ‘the 
SDLP, including the deputy 
leader. Seamus Mallon, are 
less determined on having Sinn 
Fein in the talks than Hume 
himself. But the obstacles 
remain daunting. 

The scepticism is quite 
widely shared in government. 
Bui Blair is still likely to make 
it dear that there is a limit to 
his patience with Sinn Fein, not 
least the widespread retidsion 
over Lurgan throughout Ire- 
land. But the most important 
reason is the new relationship 
with President Clinton, further 
cemented at Denver at the 
weekend. Clinton has gone out 
of his way to use similar lan- 
guage to the Prime Minister in 
the wake of the Lurgan mur- 
ders. This can only educate US 
opinion. The emptiness, for 
example, of the obscene paral- 
lel beloved of Sinn Fein lead- 
ers, between the IRA and the 
ANC in apartheid South 
Africa, has never been under- 
stood as well as now. There has 
probably never been a better 
chance that Clinton would back 
Biair. and, more important, 
still help to persuade the new 
government in Dublin to back 
Blair, if he decided there were 
no further point in trying to 
entice Sinn-Fein/ERA into talks. 

The immediate crisis facing 
Northern Ireland is the march- 
ing season, and the threat of dis- 
order, on the scale of last year's, 
arising from Drum cree on 6 
July. Dr Mowlam has justly 
won plaudits on both sides of 
the border for her heroic efforts 
to secure a local agreement to 
prevent that happening. But 
she has an uphill struggle on her 
hands. Any new effort at kick- 
starting fresh negotiations will 
no doubt now have to wait until 
September. So this may provide 
Sinn Fein with another oppor- 
tunity. The new Prime Minister 
has bent over backwards to 
bring them in. But be wQl not 
bend for ever. 


Good riddance, Mr Darcy 


jrlenda Cooper bids a painful farewell to the star of her fantasies 

f T ook, it’s not real you breeches to most women 

I know,” said an exas- 
JL-Jperated male friend 
sterday. “I mean all this 


arey/Austen stuff. It’s only a 
ok." 

Tb me. that sums up how 
ind men are. . 

As the BBC prepares to re- 
reen Pride and Prejudice, Mr 
arcy in his Colin Firth incar- 
ition has gone and got mar- 
id, not to Elizabeth Bennet 
it to a perfectly horrible 24- 
ar-old Italian student called 
via Giuggioli. I hope be 
joyed the ceremony because 
s the last time he’ll be seen in 
starring role for some time, 
jrtainhr in my fantasies. 

The illusion about the “all- 
n ring, all-swimming, all-tak- 
e-a-bath” Darcy has finally 
en shattered. He is no longer 
ad able and therefore he is no 
ager attractive. 

Cursory knowledge of Austen 
fans you just can’t lust over a 
irried Mr Darcy - particularly 
ie hitched to a woman young enougdto 
jrry about not being taken seriously, i ne 
x appeal has vanished and the Arsenal 
ixer shorts of Fever Pitch , the boringpess 
Nosrromo and the nonentity in the&tg- 
h Ptttieni have blemished the allure or 
rth-Darcy for ever. 

Ir is hard to believe that less than two 
are ago Dareytoania was so great that 
dona] adult women stayed in watching 



Not a dripping torso in sight: Cofin Firth with Uvia Giug^ofi 


Even his breeches on show in a Suffolk 
museum had to be put under guard after 
girls persistently failed to abide by the Do 
Not Tbucb signs. 

■ 1 didn’t like mentioning it at the time, 
of course, but Firth as Darcy had some 
flaws from the start. We managed to 
ignore the young son with Meg Tilly (all 

over and done with pre-Darcy) arid die . — 

. affair with his co-star, Jennifer Ehle (some- he w hinged. Yeah right, but he's not 
>nal adult women stayed m wa s baw j t seemed right; anyone who could see above acting as Mr Darcy in real life when 
isiem cut six consecutive ai unaay j su Darcy in those breeches in the flesh it serves his own advantage. Yesterday the 

1 12,000 bought the video within ^ lo do nothing but get him out bride’s mother gushed: h» 

of its release. That we badovr ^ ^ J ^ ]e) — 


breeches to most women, 
although as Firth once com- 
mented, “Darcy’s just an ani- 
mal”. But he was an ideal posh 
bit of stuff with a large house, 
good taste and a fine line in 
smouldering glances. He was the 
ideal of what a man should be - 
a good-looking hero who finally 
got in touch with his emotions 
and fixed everything so effi- 
ciently that you knew you’d never 
have a problem getting a table in 
a restaurant. He was the sort of 
man wfap would see the best in 
you and not fall for very young 
and attractive foreign women. 
And he was just damn sexy - 
which isn’t always a quality you 
associate with New Man. Rttm- 
nism might not have delivered all 
we hoped for, men might still be 
from Mars and women from 
Venus, but Mr Darcy in a ding- 
ing shirt made up for all those 
dark November evenings. 

Married, he is hardly likely to 
be jumping in and out of lakes 
in a wet shirt for our benefit - 
just c hanging the kids' wet nappies. He’ll 
never take a bath in front of 10 minion peo- 
ple again. And instead of Pemberley he’s 
living in a fiat yards from whey’s parents. 

Firth has tried to escape from the 
Darcy model in the past ‘‘I felt like a drug 
dealer who doesn't get high on his own 
supply. TU peddle the stuff but won’t use 
ft. All I did was put on a costume and act;” 

Ua nihmAoH VpqK riobt Knt Kp’p not 


> the five-and-a-half- 

with special pauses 
and the Darcy dtp -yes you do remem 
it, don't pretend -the bn where hedms 
the lafirthe Dan^waUK, Etorcy 
tends, anS Pride and 
;’S easy to be snotty now but “J 
hminded Mman 's Hour invited him on 
reasons that were given sun p ly » 
The Times was thanked over and 
j female readers for con 
ucing pictures of Mr Darcy. 


But we have been betrayed. We did ail 
this for a man who can now bleat: “It is the 
happiest day of our lives. I am the happi- 
est man in Italy and she is the happiest 
girl.” Hardly an epigram worthy of Austen. 
Then apparently both bride and groom 
were so overcome by the romance of the 
moment that they burst into tears. Yuk,yuk 
and triple yuk. Mr Darcy doesn’t cry. 

In Andrew Davies’s version, Fitzwvlliam 
Darcy was more than just a beefcake in 


mother gushed: “My daughter has 
married an admirable English gentleman 
who treated his fianede with the greatest 
of respect. In Rome, Colin would always 
bring my daughter back before J 1pm and 
he would sleep in a hoteL” If that’s not Mr 
Darcy behaviour (ff slightly boring), I don’t 
know what is. 

“AH that smouldering. Lots of people 
told me not to do it and said everyone 
would get sick of me.” I never thought Fd 
say ft but I am. Come back when you’re sin- 
gje, Colin. But bring the wet shirt, too. 


OBE? Thanks, 
but no thanks 


B ritain’s honours system 
does not brine, honour. It 
is secretive and seduc- 
tive. It selects on ill-defined 
criteria. It is meretricious, redo- 
lent with the aroma of an aris- 
tocratic legend. 1 was offered 
and refused the OBE in 1993. 
I tried to discover who had rec- 
ommended me, but this is “con- 
fidential”. It was for “services to 
education”: I bad been head of 
a comprehensive school for 15 
years. So little did my nomina- 
tor know about me that tbe 
Prime Minister’s letter inform- 
ing me of my recommendation 
was sent to another J D Ander- 
son in the same area. Had he 
not been honest, he could quite 
easily have received an OBE far 
services he had never rendered. 
I wonder if this has ever hap- 
pened before? 

Mr Major had a policy of 
open government. Yet dear 
criteria for receiving an honour 
are nowhere publicly statedL 
The most that has been said is 
that they should be given for 
“merit”, and particularly for 
voluntary service. How can a 
citizen, with sound reasons, 
agree or disagree on who does 
or who does not receive an hon- 
our when the whole process is 
shrouded in obfuscation? 

I cannot agree with a system 
that rewards people who have 
made themselves known to the 
“right people" - who may then 
recommend them for an hon- 
our. 1 happen to have been to 
Cambridge; in Rotary, an active 
churchman; and a fairly high- 
profile headteacher. I know 
several school heads who have 
successfully done far more dif- 
ficult jobs than mine. None 
has an OBE; I doubt if they aD 
refused them. 

The graduation of honours, 
OBE for heads of an officer 
dass and MBE for other ranks, 


illustrates what is wrong with 
our layered society. The Ruri- 
tanian seeking of distinctions 
and the trappings of class and 
privilege were well sa timed as 
the little people of Lflliput by 
Swift 250 years ago; they have 
increased in number ever since. 

Tbe Most Excellent Order of 
the British Empire may have 
made sense when there was a 
British Empire consisting of 
more than a few rocky rem- 
nants. Since I have always sup- 
ported the dismantling of the 
Empire in favour of a true 
Commonwealth, 1 could hardly 
be an “officer" of the former. 
The name of the order is now 
utterly outdated. For me, OBE 
stands for Obsolete British 
Emblem. 

Societies such as the USA 
succeed well enough without an 
honours system. We do not 
need honours to reward suc- 
cess. I would argue that the 
intrinsic feeling of self- fulfil-' 
ment of successful people is 
quite sufficient- A letter from 
the Prime Minister thanking a 
citizen for their services would 
be far more acceptable to 
many. It would also reduce the 
cynicism about some honours 
for those who put time into 
charitable work. 

I would urge tbe Govern- 
ment to examine critically this 
symbol of Britain as a heritage 
theme park. I would urge oth- 
ers who agree, especially if they 
have refused “honours", to 
write to me so tharwe can press 
Labour to bring to birth a new 
Britain where morality, skill 
and bard work are rewarded by 
honour, not “honours". 

The writer can be contacted ai 
1 Gillbeck Close, Baiidon, Ship- 
ley, Yorkshire BD176TJ. 

John D Anderson 


RISING 

DAMP? 

TACKLE IT W ITH WALLGUARD 


- A SYSTEM IN PRACTICE FOR OVER 60 YEARS 


The Wallguard ceramic tube system of damp 
proofing has been in use in ancient and famous 
buildings for many years. A prime example is 
Westminster Abbey in which the system was 
first fitted in 1932 — and was recently 
added to by Wallguard. 

No internal plaster disturbed 
Suitable for any type of wall finish 

Veal place available in white*or 
brown to march wall. 

Ceramic tubes tailor made to fir any 
thickness of wall 

You can have the Wallguard system installed in your home 
to combat rising damp or.' replace a conventional damp proof 
coarse that has faded. 

Knee Wallguard is normally fitted from die outside, internal wall 
surfaces and decorations need not be disturbed — unless they are 
already badly affected. Brick, Stone, Granite etc. 
Whatever thickness of wall we can do it. 





LonJ Authority & Building Society 
Apptxwd 



NO MAINTENANCE NO MESS NO FUSS 

Also ask about our condensation and mould control sendee. 

W ALLGUARD 

YOITRI HOME AND DRY 
For farther details or to arrange for a survey 

PHONE US FREE ON 0800 508608 


NO DEPOSIT FINANCE - DETAILS ON REQUEST 


J in the coupon — ■ no postage required to: YfaUgurd Manchester M16 8HB. j 


□ My chemical infection has failed Q No existing damp proof course 

□ Conventional damp proof coorsc hat failed □ Condensation Control 

□ I would tike to eliminate damp once and for all 

Name ; 

Telephone Address . 


Postcode 


Se nd io: W ALLGUARD. FREEPOST MR 8787, MANCHESTER M16 8H 
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Blow to troubled retailer as ex-Post Office chief moves to run telecoms giant's UK business 

Cockbum quits 
WHSmithto 

take up BT offer 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Shareholders in the troubled 
WH Smith retailing group were 
dealt a fresh blow yesterday 
when Bill Cockbum announced 
he was quitting as chief execu- 
tive after just IS months in the 
job. Mr Cockburn will leave in 
October to become managing di- 
rector at BX where he will run 
the telecoms giant's UK business. 

WH Smith shares fell 35p to 
376_5p, their lowest since au- 
tumn 1995, as analysts fretted 
about the implications of the 
sudden resignation. They said 
the company might experience 
a period of drift and a new chief 
executive might introduce a 
different strategy, causing yet 
more disruption. 

Mr Cockbum, 54, described 
the BT job as an “irresistible’' 
opportunity. The bustling Scot 
started his career in the tele- 
phone side of the post office in 
1961 so it represents a kind of 
homecoming. “What an offer," 
he said. “I didn't seek it. The 
phone rang two weeks ago and 
it was Peter Bonfield [BT chief 
executive]. These opportunities 
don't come along very often." 

However, City analysts and 
some WH Smith workers criti- 
cised Mr Cockburn, saying he was 

leaving too soon, less than half 
way through his “four-year plan". 

Nick Bubb, retail analyst at So- 
ciete Gthierale Strauss Turnbull, 
said: u Bfll Cockbum’s honey- 


moon period had just about 
ended. He had done all the ob- 
vious things such as cutting costs 

and arranging disposals. But the 

attention was starrin g to turn to 
the absence of sales growth.” 

Mr Bubb said there had been 
“a few uneasy feelings" ema- 
nating from WH Smith recent- 
ly as the group continued to 
wrestle with problems in hs core 
retail chain, hit by slow sales and 
competition from the big super- 
markets. There has been a raft 
of staff departures with 
rumblings of discontent about 
Mr Cockburn ’s heavy-handed 
management style. 

“The style has been a bruising 
one but it has cleared the decks,” 
said one WH Smith source. 
“What the man was good at was 
cost control. The questions were 
about bow good he would be at 
building on the foundations. 
The business now needs some- 
one who has strategic vision.” 

One former executive said: 
“He didn’t really grasp the 
intricacies of retailing. He 
grasped the nettle on some of 
the okl WH Smith practices and 
he has done a bit of company 
doctoring. Maybe it is time to 
hand it back to a real retailer." 

Since joining the company in 
January 1996, Mr Cockburn has 
sold Smith's 50 percent stake in 
Dolt All to Boots, sold the busi- 
ness supplies division and a host 
of smaller companies. 

Jeremy Hardie, the WH 
Smith chairman who recruited 


Mr Cockbum form the Post Of- 
fice. said yesterday: “I obviously 
wanted Bill to stay longer. But 
it was a knockout offer so it is 
not surprising that he was keen 
to take iL He has done a great 
deal, sorted out the portfolio 
and got the right people in to 
the business." 

Mr Cockbum denied he was 
being disloyal to Mr Hardie and 
to WH Smith investors. “I re- 
ally do believe the business is in 
better shape than it was when 
1 arrived. If I had not felt that 
I wouldn’t have gone." 

Attention will now turn to 
who will replace him in one of 
retailing’s mast difficult jobs. In- 
ternal candidates include Kei- 
th H amiU , finance director, 
Richard Handover, managing 
director of the newspaper 
wholesaling operation. John 
Hancock, chief executive of the 
American businesses, and Alan 
Giles, who runs both VVhter- 
stones and the Virgin-Our Price 
joint venture. A headhunter 
has been appointed to trawl for 
external candidates. 

In a trading statement re- 
leased yesterday, WH Smith said 
same-store sales were up by 3 per 
cent in the second half . 

BT would not confirm Mr 
Cockbum’s salary in his new 
role. However, it is likely to be 
considerably more than the 
£425,000 he received at WH 
Smith last year. 

Comment, page 23 

People & Business, page 26 



Bruiser: Bill Cockbum’s heavy-handed management style led to rumblings of discontent at WH Smith, but he also 
faces criticism from some quarters for leaving the ailing retailer too soon Photograph: Edward Sykes 


Railtrack on 
course for 
watchdog row 


Andrew Yates 


Railtrack is facing a head-on 
clash with John Swift, the rail 
regulator, when the two parties 
hold a crunch meeting on 
Thursday concerning the 
company’s proposed £16bn. 
10-year investment programme 
for Britain's railway network. 

If the company does not 
make a U-turn by agreeing to 
alter its licence to include 
watertight promises to deliver 
on its spending commitments, 
then Mr Swift is intent on haul- 
ing Railtrack before the 
Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission. 

“All we want to do is make 
Railtrack deliver on its promis- 
es and put its money where its 
mouth is. We are calling them 
in to explain why they do not 
want to change their licence. 
This is a crucial meeting. If their 
answers do not satisfy us then 
we will act quickly," said a 
spokesman for the rail 
watchdog. 

Mr Swift believes tighter reg- 
ulation is necessary to ensure 
Railtrack spends the £2bn its re- 
ceives a year from the public 
purse is spent judiciously. 

But Railtrack shows no signs 
of giving a inch in Lhe delicate 
negotiations and refuses to 
accept it has to increase its 
accountability to the Rail 
Regulator. “We have no inten- 
tion of changing our position 
and changing our operating 
licence.” a Railtrack spokesman 
said yesterday. Last week Rail- 
track’s chairman. Sir Bob Hor- 
ton, claimed that any changes 
id its licence would lead to 


“more bureaucracy, second- 
guessing of decisions and a 
loss of flexibility”. 

That argument got short 
shrift from Mr Swift. He said re- 
cently: “I remain of the belief 
that ft is appropriate to increase 
Railtrack's accountability in 
the way I am proposing and do 
not believe that it would lead 
to the detriments suggested by 
Railtrack." 

The Government is sup- 
portive of the rail regulator’s 
stance and will probably sum- 
mon Railtrack to explain its ac- 
tions if it still refuses to accept 
his demands. John Prescott, 
Deputy Prime Minister, re- 
cently met Sir Bob to discuss his 
concerns over its investment 
shortfall. Mr Prescott is deter- 
mined to make sure that Rail- 
track delivers on its promises. 
He told delegates at a confer- 
ence for the Aslef train work- 
ers' union in Torquay last 
Friday that the regulation of the 
railways needed to be tightened. 

‘HaOtrack is seemingly re- 
jecting a voluntary improve- 
ment in its contract to give the 
regulator tighter powers with re- 
spect to providing investment. I 
would emphasise that unless a 
satisfactory agreement is 
reached then the whole question 
of how Railtrack is regulated will 
be opened up once more," he 
said. 

“The Government has no 
specific plans to sec Railtrack 
again at the moment But we will 
be very interested in the 
feedback coming from that 
meeting," a Department of 
Transport spokesman said 
yesterday. 


BDB tipped to emerge as digital winner 


Cathy Newman 


Analysts are gambling that 
British Digital Broadcasting. 
the consortium involving 
BSkyB. Carlton Communica- 
tions and Granada Group, will 
today win at least one, and pos- 
sibly all three of the licences for 
" ftaJ terrestrial television in the 


The Independent Television 
Commission said yesterday it 
had all the information it 
needed and would announce the 
licence awards today. 


However, as a condition of 
awarding the licence Sky, the 
satellite broadcaster, last week 
had to drop its equity stake in 
BDB over competition worries. 
The new deal allows Sky to sup- 
ply programming to BDB, and 
gives the company a £75m re- 
bate for losing its equity stake. 
Carlton and Granada are to 
share Sky's slake, at a cost of 
£50m each. 

Sources said yesterday that 
European competition author- 
ities had intervened over Sky's 
stake in BDB only after Digital 


Television Network < DTN), the 
rival bidder for the terrestrial 
multiplexes, lobbied the Euro- 
pean Commission over its con- 
cerns about Sky's presence in the 
consortium. 

The satellite operator had 
been expected to make a pub- 
lic announcement about the 
terms of the deal with BDB yes- 
terday morning However, when 
news failed to emerge, analysts 
speculated that a statement 
would coincide with today's li- 
cence awards by the ITC 

Although some City analysts 


had worried that the ITC would 
fudge the issue by splitting the 
licences, most said the timing of 
the ITC’s announcement might 
mean that BDB had won all 
three licences. 

Jason Crisp, media analyst at 
Societe Generate Strauss Turn- 
bull, said: “If you were going to 
bet on it. you’d have to choose 
BDB. But you can't rule out a 
split." 

Mathew Horsman. media an- 
alyst at Henderson Crosthwaite, 
said: “The timing s too suspect. 
It may be a split award but BDB 


wfll be in the picture somewhere. 
If not. the ITC will have a lot to 
answer for, having put BDB 
through the expense and bard 
work of rejigging their bid." 

Observers continued to ex- 
press the view that, whatever the 
outcome of the ITC’s deliber- 
ations. the watchdog was likely 
to be threatened with court 
action. Anthony de Larrinaga. 
media analyst at Panmure Gor- 
don. said DTN could use legal 
action to try to gain licences if 
it failed to win any of the three 
multiplexes. 


PFI overhaul gets 
business backing 


Michael Harrison 

The Government’s overhaul of 
the Private Finance Initiative, 
which will see a new £150,000- 
a-year chief executive drafted 
into the Treasury to rim the pro- 
gramme, received strong track- 
ing across business yesterday. 

The sweeping reforms will 
result in the Private Finance Pan- 
el and its 25-strong executive be- 
ing disbanded and replaced by 
a nine-strong Treasury taskforce 
recruited from the private sec- 
tor and reporting directly to 
the Paymaster General, Geoffrey 
Robinson. 

The taskforce, to be headed 
by a chief executive with project 
experience, will be responsible 
for approving all Whitehall PFI 
schemes before they are let to 
private operators and vriD run for 
two years. 

Other changes include limit- 
ing the number of bidders on 
each project to four and paying 
the private sector’s bid costs 
where PFI projects are with- 
drawn by the Government. 

There will also be a greater role 


for the private finance units 
within government departments. 

As details of the review 
emerged, legislation which will 
pave the way for the launch of 
PFI schemes in education 
including the building of entire 
schools, received its second 
reading in the Commons. 

The Local Government Con- 
tracts Bill is expected to enter 
force in November and will give 
local authorities the right to en- 
ter into PFI projects with private 
backers to build schools, fire sta- 
tions. libraries and local roads. 

Similar legislation is being in- 
troduced in the health sector 
after fears among private fi- 
nanciers about whether NHS 
hospital trusts had the legal au- 
thority to enter into PFI contracts. 

Mr Robinson said that health 
and education would be the 
Government's two priority areas. 
It is aiming to finance £14bn 
worth of public sector capital 
projects through the PFI by the 
end of the next financial year. 

The reforms stem from a 
one-month review conducted by 
Malcolm Bates, a former deputy 



Geoffrey Robinson outlined 
health and education plans 

managing director of GEC and 
now chairman of Pearl Assur- 
ance and Premier Rimed. 

Mr Bates said he was confi- 
dent that the private sector 
would welcome the changes, 
which are designed to speed up 
the flow of PFI deals. So far 
more than 60 projects valued at 
£6.9bn have been financed un- 
der the PFI but the Channel 
Tunnel Rail Link accounts for 
nearly half this total. 

The Confederation of British 
Industry welcomed the overhaul. 
Charles Cox. the chairman of its 
PFI committee, said: “Today's 
announcement is what business 
wanted to hear. The focus on 
immediate action is particular- 
ly welcome." 


Shareholder threat to 
Tunnel refinancing 


Eurotunnel is facing a cliff- 
hanger of a vote to get its 
financial restructuring pro- 
posals approved by sharehold- 
ers next month and avoid the 
threat of being put into insol- 
vency, writes Michael Harrison. 

French investor groups rep- 
resenting disgruntled Euro- 
tunnel shareholders believe 
they are now close to gathering 
enough support to vote down 
the refinancing at a crucial ex- 
traordinary meeting on 10 July, 
The groups estimate they will 
need around 57 million votes to 
block the restructuring, under 
which the banks will swap £2bn 
of tbeir £8.7bn in debt for a stake 
of up to 61 per cent in Euro- 
tunnel. Under certain circum- 
stances. the banks could emerge 
with 75 per cent of the equity 
One of the shareholder 
groups is led by Sophie L’He- 
lias, who says she has the sup- 
port of 40 million votes For her 
demand that the banks cancel 
25 per cent of their debt and al- 
low Eurotunnel to issue a new 
category of shares to existing 
shareholders to improve their 


lot The other two groups - 
Adacte and the Association of 
Eurotunnel Shareholders - 
claim to speak for about 20 
million votes. 

Privately Eurotunnel execu- 
tives are pleased that the three 
groups are collecting proxies be- 
cause one of the biggest chal- 
lenges will be to get a quorum 
at the meeting - 25 per cent of 
shareholders need to be repre- 
sented for it to go ahead. 

They believe that if Euro- 
tunnel can wring an extension 
to its concession out of the 
British and French governments 
this will be enough to swing sup- 
port behind the refinancing. 

Eurotunnel has warned that 
if shareholders vote down the 
plan it will probably have to file 
for bankruptcy altho ugh the 
shareholder groups contest 
this. Its 174-strong banking 
syndicate, which also needs to 
approve the refinancing, would 
probably press for the right to 
substitute Eurotunnel with new 
management rather than see it 
pass into the control of a 
French bankruptcy court. 


Tobacco 

deal in US 

may speed 
BAT into 
demerger 

Sameena Ahng g. 

SSSEgSS 

tobacco side . now . «36§bn 

likely following the 

Tnnbn) settlement of US 
K litigation announced 

last Friday- if the leg- 

Analysts said that lttoe mg 

islation was approved^ 
would grow, although Martini 

BrougWon. BATs chair®*. 

said that the settlement had 

impact" on the company s 

thinking on the demerger issu«- 
-Tfwewanted to demerge we 

could do it now.” he added. j 

Paul Hodges, tobacco analyst 

at Schroders, said: ’Thethreai 
of legal challenge would have 

made it very bard for ^T 10 
demerge the financial side. 
Healthcare lobbyists would 
have said they were crying to 
protect their assets. Settle- 
ment must make demerger 
more of a reality.” Another an- 
alyst said that a settlement 
would leave BAT freer to con- 
centrate on an acquisition m fi- 
nancial services side, which 
would almost certainly trigger 
a demerger. . 

The comments accompanied 
strong denials by the industry 
and analysts that there would 
be a similar wave of litigation 
in the UK as in the US. Shares 
in UK tobacco companies took 
a drubbing yesterday over fears 
of a spread of litigation. Mar- ^ 
tyn Day, the solicitor organis- 
ing a £5m test case by 47 lung 
cancer victims against Gallaher 
and Imperial Tobacco - which 
sell SO per cent of the SO bite 
lion cigarettes sold in the UK 
each year - said: “I expect to see 
cases' cropping up all across Eu- 
rope." Mr Day who will try to 
persuade a judge to take on the 
case on 1 July said. “If we win 
the generic argument that to- 
bacco companies failed in their 
duty of care to make ciga- 
rettes safe, then the whole lit- 
igation market here wfll open 
up." BAT's shares closed 21. 5p 
down at 567.5p, Gallaher fell 
18p to 282p while Imperial 
finished I3-5p lower at 407p. 

However, analysts said there 
were important differences# 
between the UK and US 
situations. 

Nyren Scott Malden, of bro- 
kers BZW said that UK taxes 
on tobacco companies were 
considerably higher than in 
the US, where the excise duty 
was one of the lowest in the 
world: “UK companies pay 
£10.5bn to the exchequer in cig- 
arette taxes compared to 
£8.5bn in the US, where the 
market is six times bigger." 
Jonathan Fell, tobacco analyst 
at Merrill Lynch pointed out 
that at the same time as lower 
tobacco taxes, annual smoking- 
related healthcare costs in the 
US were a staggering $50bn a 
year, dwarfing the UK’s £750m 
bill. “Tax revenues from to- 
bacco pays for a decent size 
chunk of all the UK’s health- 
care needs, whereas they don't 
even cover smoking related 
costs in the US. Anti-tobacco 
groups here are bound to try 
and use this settlement to get 
public support, but it is hard to 
see how the argument would 
work.” 

Nick Butler, tobacco expert 
at stockbrokers James Capel 
said that there was much less 
incentive to litigate in the UK. 
Unlike in the US, solicitors 
here are not entitled to what 
can be a lucrative share of dam- 
ages. Moreover, litigants suing 
in the UK axe liable to pay 
compensation to tobacco com- 
panies if they lose and cannot 
sue for punitive damages, 
which again can be substantial. 
Instead they are limited to 
claims against personal injury 

or economic loss. 
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FTSE100 

4593.90 

-189.2 

-4.0 

4783.10 

4056.60 

3.58 

UK 

553 

L!2 — 

FTSE25Q 

4465.00 

-101.1 

-12 

4729.40 

4462.00 

3.65 

US 
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FTSE350 
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3.59 

Japan 
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Germany 
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Tokyo 


20365.54 - 142.6 - 0.7 Z 0661.07 17303.85 0 . 79 t 


Haw KofM 15154.36 +1041.8 +7.4 1515436 12055.17 2-96t 

Frankfurt 3788.27 +43.8 +1.2 378827 284B.77 1.45t 
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News Corp’s spoi 
channels to cover 


News Corporation, run bv Ru- 
pert Murdoch, and TeleCom- 
mumcations of the US arc to 
pay $850m (£510ra) for a 40 per 
cent stake in Cablevision Corp’s 
Npo.ru TV business to create a 
national US chain of cable- 
tetevision sports channels. 

News Carp and TCI already 
own nine regional cable net- 

3"** Fox Sports, 

through their Fox/Liberty Net- 
S Ve oiurc. Cablevision's 
Madison Square Garden sub- 
sidiary owns the MSG Network, 
seven regional networks called 
bpmsChannel and the New 
Vrk Krucks basketball team. 


. Unking the channels 
help the three companies o 
pete with Wal; Disney’s ES 
the biggest American spt 
channel. Analysts expect 
deal to launch News Corp 
TCI into the p rime media n 
kets of New York, Chicago ; 
San Francisco. 

'‘Fans wflj continue to 
thefr home teams, now al< 
with the great national spi 
programming supplied by 
Sports Net," said David f 
chief executive of FoxflJbi 
Networks. The combined cl 

17 channels will reach aib 
55 million homes.' 
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No excuses, Cockburn has let everyone down 


The star culture of 
professional sport 
seems to have 
infected not just the 
City but the boardroom 
too. in business as in 
football, it seems ail 
the benefit of the 
system how lies with 
the “star" name and 
very frttfe with the 
organisation paying 
the wages' 


*001 Cockburn is al] misty-eyed at the 
-Uprospect of returning to his roots ai good 
old BT but there are a fair few others rather 
less impressed with his hehavirair, ft frarriinktewi 
in WH Smith for a start. They were promised 
all sorts of new beginning: when Mr Cockburn 
was brought in 1 8 months ago, and for a while 
the shares were borne aloft by recovery 
prospects. The skids have been under them 
again for a while now as the market began to 
realise that returning fuddy-duddy old WH 
Smith to its former glories was a tougher job 
than Mr Cockburn had perhaps imagined. 

Then there are the WH Smith staff: They 
have had this burly Scot berating them about 
a culture of excuses only to see him quit less 
than half way through his four-year grand 
plan because he has got himself a better job. 
Mr Cockburn has caused a huge amount of 
disruption since he's been there. Fair enough 
if you are going to see at through, but to walk 
out with everything in such a mess? Tut, tut 

Jeremy Hardie, the WH Smith chairman, 
must also feel be has been legged over. He 
plucked Mr Cockburn from the relative 
backwater of the Royal Mail and gave him 
one of Britain's most high-profile retailers 
to manage. Now he must start his search all 
over again. It all looks rather shabby. 

Mr Cockburn can talk all he likes of “irre- 
sistible offers and chances of a lifetime", but 
this is actually just a piece of rampant dis- 
loyalty. The star culture of professional sport 
seems to have infected not just the City, but 
the boardroom too. In business as in foot- 


ball, it seems all the benefit of the system now 
lies with the “star” name and very little with 
the organisation paying the wages. Mr Cock- 
bum was talking a good game yesterday about 
his reasons for going -massive company, BT 
couldn't resist it, old boy. The truth of the 
matter is that he has let everyone down, BT 5 
chief executive, Sir Peter Boufield, should 
perhaps be taking note of this old American 
adage: “Quitters never win". Just who does 
he think he's employing? 

Kiss of life once 
more for the PFI 

A nd here's to you Mr Robinson, Ibnnac 
loves you more than you can know ... 
The resuscitation of the Private Finance Ini- 
tiative has become an annual event in the 
political calendar. Yesterday n was the turn 
of Labour’s new Paymaster General, Geof- 
frey Robinson, to apply the cardiac shock 
pads, nursem aided by Malcolm Bates, for- 
mer deputy managing director of GEC. 

Norman Lamont, who invented the PFI, 
tried giving it the kiss of life on several occa- 
sions and Kenneth Clarke did likewise, all 
to no avail. So the obvious question is why 
should Mr Robinson fare any better. 

Already he has cleared away one of the 
hurdles to getting deals done - that every 
piece of Whitehall capital spending has to 
be tested against the PFI before being sanc- 
tioned. There were some more hopeful 


pointers in the reforms unveiled yesterday. 
T aking the PFI back under direct Treasury 
control might seem like an invitation for 
bureaucratic meddling. But provided the 
new chief executive he is bringing m from 
outside to run the taskforce is given his head 
then the gamble might just pay off. 

Limiting tender lists to four bidders and 
allowing the private sector to recoup its bid- 
ding costs where the Government pulls the 
rug from under projects should also tempt 
a tew more private operators into the water. 

But the biggest problem for the PFI is the 
way it has become an integral part of the 
public spending control total. Mr Robinson 
has inherited a target of getting £14bn 
worth of public projects funded through the 
PFI by the end erf the next financial year. The 
schemes he wants to see come to fruition - 
new schools and libraries for instance - are 
not necessarily the ones that the private sec- 
tor wishes to finance, except at rates of 
return which throw the whole concept of the 
P FI into question. Mr Robinson has, per- 
haps unwisely, staked his reputation on mak- 
ing the PFI work. As the song also says, 
heaven holds a place for those who pray. 

The economic case in 
favour of smoking 

O ver the years the role played by Professor 
Richard Doll in discouraging people 
from smoking has perhaps been as great as 


any. It was be who originally discovered the 
medical link between long cancer and to- 
bacco, though it bad long been suspected. 

Unlik e many others in the anti smoking 
lobby, however, he has never tried to argue 
the economic case against tobacco. There’s 
not much point because in Britain at least, 
tobacco wins bands down, so much so that 
the Government should on economic 
grounds alone be positively encouraging 
smoking as a force for good in our society 
and giving, the industry carte blanche to 
advertise as much as it wants. 

This is not just because in Britain, unlike 
the US, the tax take on tobacco far exceeds 
the National Health Service's estimated 
expenditure on treating tobacco-related dis- 
ease. In fact this doesn’t really count as an 
argument in favour of the industry, for the 
effect of tobacco taxis like any other taxon 
consumption - it merely redistributes rev- 
enue from those who smoke to those who 
don’t. 

No, the real economic benefit of smoking 
- sorry to put it so crudely - is that tobacco 
kills people early. The proportion of a 
smoker's life taken up by unproductive, 
dependent existence, is therefore generally 
rather smaller than that of a non smoker. 
Certainly the health care costs over a life- 
time of smokers is on average lower than non 
smokers, if only because smokers do not 
tend to live into an expensive dotage. 

So please, let’s not hear any more about 
the costs of smoking. In fact the costs are 


all the other way round. Society at large will 
end up paying through the nose for a less 
tobacco dependent society. 

Barclays won’t be 
allowed near Nat West 

D id Barclays Bank deny that it was con- 
sidering a bid for National Westminster 
Bank at the weekend or didn't it? Certain- 
ly its answers to the question were ambigu- 
ous enough to leave room for doubt The 
possibility was not completely ruled oul 
H owever, t his is a bit like asking the BBC 
whetherit would like to take over ITV. Of 
course it would. Who wouldn't like to 
takeover the main competition? Whetherit 
would be allowed to is a different thing . 

The truth of the matter is that Barclays 
would do it if given the slightest opportunity. 
But even though Nat West last week issued 
a profits warning, is clearly in a state of some 
disarray, and the backdrop is for consoli- 
dation in the banking industry, it is hard to 
imagine it would ever get the chance. 

Indeed the idea is so ridiculous, given that 
the combined group would have more than 
a half of s mall and medium sized business 
lending, not to mention the personal banking 
and outfit card market, that not even the most 
fanciful of corporate strategists could seriously 
think it possible for more than a few seconds. 
NatWest may be for the wolves. But don't 
expea Barclays to be allowed a hand in it. 
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Reed nets US publisher for £ 268 m 


Cathy Newman 

Reed Elsevier, the publisher and 
information provider, yesterday 
made its second big US pur- 
chase this year, and promised to 
tie up further deals of a similar 
size before the end of the year. 

Reed is paying $447m 
(£268m) in cash for Chilton 
Business Group, a business pub- 
lisher currently owned by ABC 
a subsidiary of the Walt Disney 
Company. But the company 
said it could afford another two 
acquisitions of a similar size be- 
fore the year was out 

Reed secured the Chilton 
business after an auction which 
is thought to have included 
VNU Business Publications and 
United News & Media's Miller 
Freeman subsidiary. 

Chilton, based in Pennsylva- 
nia, consists primarily of 39 


business- to-business titles, 
which will be merged into 
Reed's Cahners Publishing 
Company to form Reed Elsevier 
Business Information. Chilton 
Research Services, a basin ess re- 
search company, wiD also form 
part of this new division. 
Chilton’s exhibitions business 
will be absorbed into Reed Ex- 
hibition Companies. 

Reed told analysts it was 
aiming to chop around SIChn in 
costs from the Chilton group, 
within about a year. Mark 
Armour, Reed's chief financial 
officer, said the company would 
be identifying "consider able 
operational synergies” in the 
paper, distribution, circulation 
and services departments. 

He admitted that some job 
losses were inevitable, but re- 
fused to be drawn on numbers, 
saying the company would re- 


serve judgement on staff cuts. 
Analysts speculated that up to 
100 positions could go. 

Ng>el Stapleton, co-chairman 
of Reed, said tax benefits would 
make the acquisition eamings- 
enhandng from the outset. He 
added that combining Chilton's 
operations with ■ Reed's busi- 
ness information and exhibitions 
divisions would offer “oppor- 
tunities for revenue growth and 
operational synergies’’. 

City analysts said they were 
impressed but not overwhelmed 
by the deal, believing Reed 
had paid a fairly full price. 
Alastair SmeUie, media analyst 
at ABN Amro Hoare Govett, 
said Reed could do a dozen sim- 
ilar-sized deals before the end 
of the year. 

' Derek Iferrington, media an- 
alyst at Tfeather & Greenwood, 
was particularly positive about 


the synergies between the two 
company’s manufacturing and 
entertainment trade magazines. 
He added: Tf s a very jpod deaL 
It’s a classic publishing acqui- 
sition because of the good fit of 
the businesses." 

Reed said yesterday that it 
had been working on plans to 
develop an on-line news and in- 
formation service for the enter- 
tainment industry. The 
company said the purchase of 
Chilton’s magazines had added 
momentum to this project. 

Reed has been keen to ac- 
celerate its move into global 
electronic distribution, signing 
a deal with Microsoft in May 
which allowed it to put scientific, 
legal, business and travel infor- 
mation on the Internet. 

Yesterday's acquisition was 
the second big US purchase this 
year. Reed bought MDL In- 



Lonrho stays silent on 
outcome of JCI merger 


Still looking: Nigel Stapleton, 
Reed co-chairman 

formation Systems for $320m 
earlier this year. 

In the year to the end of De- 
cember 1996, Chilton reported 
profits before tax of $28m on 
revenues of $203m. 


Magnus Grimond 

The outcome of merger talks be- 
tween Loniho and JCX the first 
black-controlled South African 
mining house, should be known 
within a month or two, accord- 
ing to sources at the British- 
based mining to hotels group. 
But management is remaining 
silent on which way the discus- 
sions, revealed last month, will 
go.NickMorrdl chief executive, 
said: “It is too early, to say 
whether a merger & possible or 
likely. Ihlks are continuing, but 
there is no commitment. 

Other groups, including rival 
South African mining groups 
Avmin and Gencor, have been 
rumoured as bidders for Lon- 
rho, which has acknowledged 


that it has received more than 
one approach. However, it was 
playing down the seriousness of 
such contacts yesterday, saying 
it was in talks only with JCI A 
spokesman said: “If someone 
makes an offer, then they have 
to consider h. It is not that they 
are soliciting offers." 

The latest talks grew out of 
a plan put forward by JCI to 
merge the two group’s South 
African coal interests, which lie 
next to each other, and devel- 
oped into a proposal for a frill- 
scale merger to create a 
company valued at around 
£2bn. Analysts said they would 
not be surprised if other bidders 
were interested, given the need 
for Loniho to gain more criti- 
cal mass in its platinum opera- 


tions. But one said Gencor ; 
least probably had enough 0 
its plate with its plans to flo: 
the Billiton non-precious me 
als interests in London. 

Lonrho also appeared 1 
dampen speculation that Angj 
American, the giant mimn 
house, would pick up the Brim 
group’s one-third stake ! 
Ashan ti, the Ghanaian mmin 
group, in exchange for redurir 
its shareholding from 28 pc 
cent, as required by a Europea 
Commission cartel ruling 

Lonrho revealed that pre-fe 
profits had slumped from £60i 
to £22m in the six months t 
March, a 38 per cent fall whe 
exceptional items were strippe 
out. 

Investment column, page 2 
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: \ flying wife Blrtt^ AirWBy EL Phrrri 

• as; little as £99 per pem&fW dan. . 
stay in A^werp for one night, oar for. 

• two ni ghts from jEl^perpersorL 

• ■ Alternsdively, ypiican spend two • 


flights on British Airways to - 
London Gatwick 'and bed and 
breakfast ac^mainodationinone of 

tte hotels Estied fright). 

All flights must.be booked by 
31st July 1997 and alf flights 
token by 31st October 1997. 

London Gatwick airport is easily 
accessible by rail using the Gatwick 
Express service from London 
Victoria. 

Flight Details 

Gatwick - Antwerp - Gatwick. 

There are three flights dairy except 
Saturdays which have 2 flights. You 
will be advised of the flight times 
cm the day you wish to travel, when 
you make your booking. 

Gatwick - Amsterdam - Gatwick. 
There are 4' flights- daily. You will 
be advised of the flight times on the 
day you wish to travel, when you 
make your booking: 

How to Book . 

Booking could not he easier, anipv . 
call Travel Plus - ABTA-‘E1228, 
ATOL:347D- on 1071 208 4444 

between 9am. - 6pm Mon-Fnand 

10am -4pm Sat -Sun and quote ine 

Independent offer. Paymmt can 
be made using all major . 

. cards, debit cards and/or 
cheque made payable 
. Ltd All prices are correct at tone of 

going to print. 


Due to ifs extensive 
network of canals 
Amsterdam is rightly 
regarded as the 
‘Venice of the North’. 
Visitors to 
Amsterdam will find 
a lively and 
cosmopolitan dty 
equally well known for 
it’s liberal attitudes 
and red light district 
as for its priceless art 
collections, in 
particular the Van 
Gogh museum (which 
hosts three different 
versions of his 
priceless ‘Sunflowers) 
and picture book 
architecture. 
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ANTWERP 

Situated an the banks of 
the river Scheldt, 

Antwerp is Belgium^ 
second dty and one .of 
Europeh busiest ports 
and home to a thriving 
diamond industry, 
Antwerp is characterised, 
hyitls Baroque 
architecture and by the 
art of it’s most famous 
inhabitant Peter Paul 
Rubens. The world's most 
extensive collection of 
Rubens’ work is in the 
Royal Museum. 

Belgium’s cuisine is 
similar in style to French 
whilst the local beers are 
considered a speciality. 
Plus you can sample the 
delights of the famous 
beers atthemany bars 
and cafes in a dty where 
there are no licensing 
laws! 
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pmpaQ. Headen riuHd bt mm that oo ctangu of wwndmwitoM 
aottto M* ofe tax orafcian teafearo non nftrafcbto. AM Wflf 

urn and condUom to Mattda from Tbal Plus. Bote m opmtod by to 
Mqiendem cantw Oty Ry«r Bqnn. 
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Good standard of aaxmmodatioa, recently 


> and-the Central station in a. small side • 

" street oh'the edge of the red ti^it district :. ^ 
foot jar families)- ■ 

Avenue -S Star Superior -JB mghtefrom. . 

- £&&. A dditfitfulhotel in the historic heart, 
of Amsterdam. Ali rooms have been fully 
renovated. Superb location between Dam 
Square and the Central Station. 

Singel Hotel -S Star Superix>r- 2 iughh 
from £145. Housed within 3 completely 
renovated canal-side 17th century 
buildings, this hotel combines old fashioned 
charm with contemporary comfort. 
Picturesque location, very easy on foot 
access for all central Amsterdam. 

Doeleri - 4 Star - 2 nights from £14S until 
Slat July and £16Sfrom 1st August 
Historic Hotel,' one of the oldest in the city. 
Right in the centre alongside the Amstel 
and Kloveniers canals. Typical Dutch Pub 
and ‘Savarin’ waterside restaurant Quality 
accommodation iri a picturesque setting. 

ANTWERP 

Hotel Astoria - Superior S star - 1 night 
from £99 - 2 nights from £129. Conveniently 
located in the heart of the city, dose to 
central park and 5 minutes from the train 
station- The modern decorations are done In 
soft shades. The level of comfort and 
amenities of this hotel makes Ibis standard 
of class extra good value. 

Hotel Carlton -4 Stair- 1 night from £W- 
- 2 nights from £169. Contemporary 
business oriented hotel, overlooking the city 

park near the heart of the city and the 
diamond centre. 

Holiday Inn Crown Plaza ^ -Superior 4 Star 
■ 1 night from £139- 2 nights from £169 
Contemporary hotel 5km from city centre, 
train station and airport, excellent facilities 
and very comfortable rooms. 
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Compass pays £227m for 
French catering group 


Andrew Yates 


Compass, the UK’s largest 
caterer, has closed the gap on 
ftanct’s two biggest- catering 
groups, including its arch-rival 

Sodexho, paying £227. lm for 

a 93 per cent stake in SHRM. 
The acquisition of the french 


wvu group aiso gives compass 
a foothold in two new markets, 
Canada and Australia 


Bui while Compass has been 
able to secure one sizeable pur- 
chase it has virtually given up 
hope of buying its primary tar- 
get, France’s largest catering 
group Generate de Res tanratinp 
iGDR). Compass is selling its 
11.2 percent stake in GDR just 
six months after acquiring it 

“We originally took a seat at 
the table to influence what 
happened at GDR. But its fate 
has been determined by its 
management. They wanted to 
maintain its independence and 
our strategy has had to change,” 
said Roger Matthews, manag- 
ing director of Compass. It still 
has first right of refusal to buy 
the business for the next three 
years but it looks increasingly 
likely it will not come up for sale. 

The disposal price is not be- 
ing disclosed, although Mr 
Matthews said that Compass 
stood to make a “good profit” 





Still spending; Frances Mackay, Compass’s clue 
executive (left) with managing director Roger Matthews 


Compass’s 


on the stake, which was origi- 
nally bought for just over £8 m. 

SHRM made a profit of 
£17m on sales of £436m last 
year. Mr Matthews is confident 
that he will be able to increase 
operating margins at die busi- 
ness from the current 4 per cent 
to the 5 per cent level enjoyed 


In Brief ' 

Union Pacific makes bid for Pennzoif 


Serna wins contracts worth £42m 


Serna, the Anglo-French information technology group, has won 
a clutch of outsourcing deals worth more than £42m. The group, 
which has seen its share price more than double over the past 
year, has signed a seven-year contract worth in excess of £23m 
with Thames Water to manage the utility’s customer billing and 
complaints, along with its mainfram e computer processing and 
data centre operations. Serna has also been selected a prime con- 
tractor with Snecma, the international aircraft engine manufac- 
turer, in a £19m deal to build a integrated information centre and 
redesign its business processing system. The deals are the latest 
in a string of contracts including, earlier this month, the first pub- 
lic sector outsourcing contract awarded under the Labour gov- 
ernment - a £20m deal to run information technology at IS UK 
airports. 


Alien builds on jump in profits 


Allen, the Bolton-based construction group, said it had started 
the current year with record order levels. Reporting a jump in 
profits from £7.86m to £ 10.5m for the 12 months to March, the 
chairman, Donald Greenhalgh, said the outlook for the overall 
construction market continued to improve. “I look forward to an 
excellent 1997/98," he said. Work in hand bad risen from £2S.4m 
to £36.7m and, with a further £57m at the recently acquired PS 
TUrner, this should produce a significant increase in turnover and 
operating profit, the company said. A final dividend of 4.7p rais- 
es the annual total from o.65p to 7_5p. 


Venture to invest £100m in UK property 

St Modwen Properties has formed a 50-50 joint venture called 


Key Property Investments with Salhia Real Estate Company of 
Kuwait. The joint venture is to invest up to JElOOm in UK com- 
mercial investment property. The acquisition criteria were for lots 
generally to be worth more than £l5m, where value could be added 
by redevelopment, refurbishment and improving tenant mix and 
restructuring leases, the company said. 


Waste Management France sold to Sita 


Waste Management International has sold Waste Management 
France together with approximately £33.8m of inter-company debt 
to Sita in a £67 5m deal. Payment will comprise £28 in cash. £5.7m 
in deferred consideration payable by Sita within the next three 
years and £33.8m in promissory notes. Net assets involved were 
worth around £145m in December, which recorded pre-tax prof- 
its of £1 .6m last year. 


Wimpey gains £30m from disposals 


George Wimpey has sold part of its property portfolio for around 
£30m. The company said the disposals were a part of its strate- 
gic disposal programme of residual assets and non-core businesses 
following an asset swap with Thrraac last year. The package com- 
prises a combination of commercial office and warehouse space, 
with the largest disposal being Vantage West, a landmark office 
building in West London which has been sold to PDFM, the UK 
pension fund managers. Other sales include Bishopsgate Court 
in London to a German property fund and Enterprise Business 
Park in London, which has gone to an off-shore pension fund. 


Company Results 
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by the rest of Compass’s conti- 
nental European businesses. 

“The market is consolidating 
quickly. The main advantage 
will be the economies available 
from increased purchasing 
power.” said Jean Jacques 
Vironda, an analyst at SGST 
brokers. SHRM is also a good 


fit with Compass’s existing busi- 
nesses in the bui^eoning health- 
care and educational contract 
catering markets. 

Compass has embarked on a 
big spending spree over the last 
few years which has led to it be- 
coming the largest catering group 
in the world alongside Sodexho. 
The acquisition of SHRM follows 
hot on the heels of its purchase 
of US food group Daka for . 
£120m last nxmtL year it es- 
tablished a strong presence in the 
F’reocb catering market with the 
£I24m acquisition of the 66 per 
cent stake in Eurest France it did 
not already own. 

The spending is far from over 
but the number of large targets 
available is diminishing and 
Compass may be forced to make 
smaller purchases in future. 

The latest deal received a 
mixed review from analysts and 
Compass's shares fell 15p to 
702p. “This is a decent purchase 
but at around 19 times historical 
earnings this is hardly a hugely 
cheap deal.” said one analyst 

Another was worried that 
Compass was guilty of buying 
too much too quickly: “It has 
spent a lot of money in the last 
few years, seeming to buy every- . 
thing that moved. Now ft has to 
prove it can start getting decent 
returns from these businesses.” 


Union Pacific Resources has made a $6.4bn (£3.8bn) hostile bid 
for Pennzoil, owner of America's best-selling brand name in mo- 
tor o3 and a petroleum explorationbusiness. Union Pacific is of- 
fering $84 a share in cash for 50.1 per cent of PennzoiTs outstanding 
shares. If the initial bid succeeds, Utiion Pacific will offer $84 in 
stock for the remaining shares of Pennzofl, a move that would 
be tax-free to investors. The Houston-based Pennzoil said H would 
review the offer and reply before 7 July, having already rejected 
an $80-a-share bid made earlier this month. Union has also filed 
a lawsuit in a Delaware court demanding that PennzoiTs “poi- 
son-pin” shareholder rights plan be overturned. In 1985. Pennzoil 
was awarded record damages of $105bn after it was gazumped 
in a bid for Getty Oil by rivals Texaco and later settled for $3bn. 


Granada offer 
expected today 


Cathy Newman 


Granada Group is today ex- 
pected to table a formal offer 
for its neighbouring Yorkshire 
Tyn e-Tees Television company, 
after a series of high-level meet- 
ings yesterday. 

Barring last-minute hitches, 
a 90-page offer document is to 
be circulated to shareholders to- 
day, confirming Granada’s bid 
at £1 1.75 a share. City analysts 
had expected Gerry Robinson's 
media and leisure conglomer- 
ate to increase its offer by 
around 20p after a rebellion by 
institutional shareholders. 

However, Granada is thought 
to be confident of the support 
of all the major shareholders 
with the exception of Mercury 
Asset Management. MAM’s 
objections would not be enough 
to scupper the bid. especially as 
Lord Hollick’s United News & 
Media, which has a 14 percent 
stake in Yorkshire, is under- 


stood to be in favour of the deaJ. 
Wfcrd TTiomas, Yorkshire's 
chairman, visited institutional 
shareholders last Friday to ex- 
plain why he had been prepared 
to entertain Granada’s ap- 
proaches, which value the com- 
pany at £710m, when be had 
previously said be would not sell 
for less than £17 a share. 

But despite Granada's con- 
fidence that the institutions 
bad been won over, some were 
last night vowing to vote against 
the offer. One source at a sig- 
nificant shareholder said: “I 
don't believe the situation has 
changed." However, he added: 
“If Lord HoUick backs Grana- 
da our task is going to be some- 
what difficult” 

Granada already has a 27 per 
cent stake m Yorkshire. Mr 
Robinson, the company's chair- 
man, said earlier this month that 


ITV companies should merge 
into “one entity" to allow fot 


into “one entity" to allow for 
greater efficiency. 


AEA boosts work 
in private sector 


Michael Harrison 


AEA Technology, the consul- 
tancy arm of the Atomic Energy 
Authority that was floated on the 
stock market last year, is plan- 
ning a series of acquisitions to 
increase its private-sector work- 
load and reduce dependence on 
nuclear clean-up contracts. 

Announcing its maiden set of 
annual results -a 16 per cent 
increase in pre-tax profits to 
£ 19.6m - Peter Witson, chief ex- 
ecutive, said AEA Technology 
was examining further small- 
scale bolt-on acquisitions. 

Turnover from contracts with 
the old AEA, which is based at 
Harwell and runs several lest 
atomic sites, has fallen from 
£60m to £45m and is expected 
to decline further this year. 

But AEA Technology has 
offset the fall in government 


contracts by forging alliances 
with private-sector partners in- 
cluding Sony, Sumitomo. BP, 
Lockheed Martin and Smith- 
FOine Beech am. 

Private sector business grew 
by 18 per cent last year while 
overseas sales increased by 34 
per cent, helped partly by the 
purchase of a Canadian com- 
pany, Advanced Scientific Com- 
puting. Among the contracts ii 
is working on is a project to de- 
sign and build the new Scottish 
air traffic control centre. 

AEA Technology has also 
moved further into the transport 
sector through the purchase of 
British Rail Research and is 
working with GEC Alsthom to 
supply new trains to Gatwick 
Express and South West Trains 
that are compatible with Rail- 
track's signalling and telecom- 
munications systems. 
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die hot seat four years ago was 
hailed by investors as the cat- 
alyst which would unlock the 
potential of the sprawling min- 
ing to hotels conglomerate. 

As it happened, most of the 
value was unlocked by Mr 
Bock himself when he sold his 
18^ per cent stake to the 
South African mining giant 
Anglo American in October 
for 180p a share, netting him 
a profit of around £100m. 
Yesterday the shares were up 
lp at 129p, having underper- 
formed die market by 50 per 
cent since peaking at 217p in 
February 1996. 

News of the results for the 
half-year to March showing 
pre-tax profits slashed from 
£ 60 m to £7 2 m did little to ad- 
vance analysts' knowledge. 
The figures were in line with 
expectations already adjusted 
sharply downwards following 
a profit warning in March days 
after Mr Bock left the board. 

So nothing new there, but 
what people had really been 
hoping for yesterday was fur- 
ther news of the various break- 
up moves initiated by Mr Bode 
and being continued by Sir 
John Craven, chairman. Again. 

there was little to add to what 
the market already knew. 

The merger talks an- 
nounced last month between 
Loorho and JCI, the black- 
con trolled South African min- 
ing group, apparently remain 
at a tentative stage. Lonrho 's 
emphasis yesterday that it 
was not keen to sell its 33 per 
cent holding in Ashanti may 
have reduced the chances of 
a deal over the next couple of 
months, given the key role of 
Anglo, which was previously 
said to covet the stake. 

Again there was little to re- 
port on the demerger of the 
African trading operations, 
which will not happen until 
next year. Elsewhere, the sale 
of tne Princess Hotels to 
Prince al-Wdeed, the Saudi bil- 
lionaire, is said to be imminent 
but investors should not hold 
their breath. The rumoured 
knock-down price of £270m is 
more easily explained after the 
news that operating profits are 
down £2m to £10m in the lat- 
est six months. 

Meanwhile, it remains un- 
clear why a private investor 


of the South A&tamsugw op- i£} m . TBI is push- 

erations threw up a profit 1 spend per 


£l29m and Dutton-Forshaw, 
the British motor dealer which 


saw profits grow by £lfo to 
£fim. looks a valuable asset. 
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TBI prepares 
for take-off 

TIBI has transformed itself 


stronger ana roc -- 

holidays on offer up by 

15 percent. TBI is looking to 

“ .. in more 


r 1 TBI has transformed itseir 
I from a pure property 
I group to a regional air- 
port operator over the past few 
years. It now owns Cardiff and 
Fu»ifa<a airports and last month 
made its first foray overseas, 
paying £43m for an airport in 
Orlando, Florida. More ac- 
quisitions are in the pipeline. 

“We would expect to have 
bought at least one more air- 
port within the next 18 
months." says the chief exec- 
utive, Keith Brooks. Newcas- 
tle, Luton, Bristol or Coventry 
are the likely candidates. 

The diversification looks a 
shrewd one. World-wide, air- 
craft traffic is growing strongly 
and there are plenty of bar- 
gains to be had as there are a 


open up its airports to more 
destinations. 

TBI is also planning to &eei 
up its property portfolio after 
rooting out some of its poor- 
er sites. Schemes such as toe 

redevelopment of an office 
and retail estate off Tottenham 
Court Road, in London s West 

End, look encouraging. 

Credit Lyonnais Latng 
iCLL) forecasts current year 
profits of £21m, putting the 
shares, up 0.5p at 88p, on a 
prospective p/e ratio of -U. 

With its substantial property 
portfolio, however, it is unfair 
to value TBI on earnings 
alone. A better way is to look 
at how much its airports and 
properties are currently worth. 
CLL reckons TBrs assets are 
worth at least lOOp a share and 
probably more than llOp. On 
that reckoning the shares look 
cheap. 
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S hares in Harvey Nichols, times the previous year’s earn- per cent ahead of the same p 
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S hares in Harvey Nichols, 
the “Ab Fab" depart- 
ment store in London's 
Knightsbridge, were priced 
so highly when the company 
floated in April last year that 
there was always a danger in- 
vestors would end up looking 
like fashion victims. 

Placed with institutions at 
270p, they soared to 334p in 
the first day's dealings after the 
issue was 15 times over-sub- 
scribed. Given the difficulty 
most private investors have of 
getting in on a placing, it was 
at the higher price that most 
small punters had to buy. 

And buy they did, despite 
the fact that at those levels the 
shares were trading on a 
stratospheric rating of 32 


times the previous year’s earn- 
ings. That rating left no mar- 
gin for error and many of the 
well-heeled Sloane Rangers 
who piled in must wonder 
whether it was worth the ef- 
fort. 

After peaking at 372p last 
October, the shares have slid 
downhill ever since. Yesterday 
they dipped 165p to 2S6p on 
news of a slowdown in sales at 
the flagship Knightsbridge 
store. 

Though profits in the 12 
months to 29 March were 30 
per cent higher at £12.1m. it 
was the news on trading in the 
10 weeks since the year end 
which hit the shares. 

Like-for-like sales in the 
Knightsbridge store are just 3 


per cent ahead of the same pe- 
riod last year. This was below 
expectations. The remainder 
of the 15 per cent increase 
came from the new store 
which opened in Leeds last 
October. Here the news is bet- 
ter. The Leeds store is trad- 
ing ahead of forecasts, as is the 
Oxo Tower restaurant on the 
south bank of the Thames in 
London, which opened in 
September. 

But the feeling in the City 
is that Harvey Nicks will need 
a good second half to reach 
the £16m profits some analysts 
are pencilling in for the cur- 
rent year. Even so, now on a 
more sensible forward rating 
of 15. the shares look worth 
holding. 


ICI shares slide as profit forecasts cut 
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Sameena Ahmad 


Nervousness that ICI will be hit 
by the strength of sterling, 
which yesterday reached its 
highest level for five years, and 
a steep profits downgrade by 
analysts at Merrill Lynch, over- 
shadowed news that the chem- 
icals giant stands to make 
almost £lbn from the sale of Its 
controlling stake in its Aus- 
tralian business. The group’s 
shares fell 41p to 807 Jp. 

Robyn Coombs, an analyst at 
Merrill Lynch, downgraded her 
1997 pre-tax profits forecast 


from £5 30m to £450m, exclud- 
ing maiden profits from the 
Unilever speciality chemicals 
business bought for £Sbn this 
May, and sliced £60m off the 
projection for 1998 to £640m. 

A second broker was widely 
rumoured to be on the verge of 
downgrading from £544m to 
£440m for this year because of 
difficult trading, the need for 
significant disposals to cut the 
£5bn debt bfll after the Unilever 
deal and the strength of sterling. 
ICI exports around a fifth of its 
sales and makes more than 
half its profits in VS dollars. 


However, several analysts 
said ICI was due for an upward 
rerating as a speciality chemi- 
cals group and rising chemicals 
prices and a good potential 
price for the JCl Australia stake 
meant the group was on a fast 
track to cut debt Peter Blair, 
chemicals analyst at Salomon 
Brothers, thought IQ’s shares 
could be worth around £11 by 
2000. “The next two years’ 
earnings are irrelevant. ICI is a 
new story,” he said. 

Though ICI said it would con- 
sider an offer from a major play- 
er for the whole of its 614 per 


cent slake in quoted group ICI 
Australia, analysis estimated the 
group could still net around 
£850m from selling the shares to 
institutions. “It is encouraging 
that, despite the announcement, 
ICI Australia’s share price has 
held up.” said Charles Brown at 
Goldman Sachs. 

. Mr Blair said ICI could beat 
ns target of £3bn from divest- 
ments in three years: “Making 


more likely to get a decent price 
for the other main disposal can- 
didates - tioxide and polyester. 

T»xkle prices, which fell around 
15 per cent last year, have risen 
py 1 U per cent on the Continent 
and 5 per cent in the US and 

more pnee rises are expected. 

The Australia deal takes 
the pressure off ICf for a sale, J ■- 

but with prices going in the right ‘ 
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Budget and futures fall-out cast shadow over Footsie 
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The fall-out from Fridays fu- 
rious futures and options expiiy 
continued to send shock waves 
through the stock market. 

After brief opening strength 
Footsie sagged to a 46.9-point 
loss before an afternoon come- 
back cut the fail to 18.1 at 
4,575.8. The rally reflected a 
late recovery in the futures 
market and takeover specula- 
tion. It was the sixth consecu- 
tive Footsie retreat, taking its 
loss to more than 200 points. 

Stories about the damage in- 
flicted by the witching hour are 
becoming sufficiently bizarre to 
enter City folklore. 

Many are convinced a ma- 
jor securities house suffered a 
daunting loss -perhaps more 
than £200m. 

There is confusion whether 
it was the £l_5bn punt taken 
out last November on the fu- - 
mre direction of Footsie or the 
uawindbagofa series of small- 
er contracts which created the 
volatility. 


It is, however, clear that at 
least one substantial player 
took a hiding. The Footsie 
punt, backing a 4,300 level, had 
been out of the money for so 
long it would be suiprising if 
evasive action had not been 
taken to cover at least roost of 
the contract. It could be the 
rump of the contract, togeth- 
er with anaDer deals, combined 
to do the damage as desperate 
attempts were made to square 
positions. It is widely believed 
stock was dumped in the cash 
market to meet derivative 
obligations. 


ongside the expiiy excite- 
ment the market had to con- 
tend with the hovering shadow 
of Gordon Brown's Budget 
with the list of measures likely 
to be introduced growing by 
the day. The spectre of higher 
interest rates and an uninspir- 
ing New York display length- 
ened the shadows. 

Outride Footsie there was a 
sad procession of falls. The 
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FTSE 250 in dex wa s sharply 
lower and the FTSE Small Cap 
index fell 14.7 to 2^46. 4. 

General Electric Co and 
National Westminster Bank 
provided the takeover excite- 
ment Nat West finished with a 
37p gain to 783 .5p with ru- 
moured bidder, Barclays, 525p 
firmer at l,169p. 

There is little doubt 
NatWest looks vulnerable af- 
ter its abortive merger talks 
with Abtey National, the prob- 
lems at its securities ride and. 
last week’s profit warning. 

The market is convinced 
corporate action will explode 
in the financial sector. Nat West 
has merely been added to the 
list of candidates. 


Halifax and Alliance & 
Leicester, expected to celebrate 
their first day in Footsie, found 
the prevailing gloom over- 
powering and ended with loss- 
es of 20 .5p to 749 J5p and 8.5p 
to 594 jp respectively. 

GEC, up 15l5p to 354p, re- 
sponded to the resurrection of 
the British Aerospace meiger 
story. It is thought boardroom 
changes at GEC could dear the 
way for dialogue to start. There 


in favour of a BAe deal. 

Centrica, the rather ne- 
glected side of the old British 
Gas, gained 2_5p to 71.25p 
following meetings with ana- 
lysts. 


Ibbacco shares coughed and 
wheezed The US litigation set- 
tlement dividend analysts. BAT 
Industries, which said its US 
off-shoot. Brown & William- 
son, would take an initial 
SLTbn hit if the settlement be- 
came law, lost 21_5p to 567 Jp; ■ 
recently floated G&llaher, 
Britain's biggest tobacco 
group, fell ISp to 282p and Im- 
perial Ibbacco 13 -5p to 393 Jp. 

The surprise departure of 
Bfll Coddjum from WH Smith 
left the shares wallowing 35p 
lower at 376j5p. The vacuum 
could revive stories Tfesco is 
keen to strike at the high street 
newsagent. It is believed the su- 
perstores giant looked closely 
at Smith, believing many of its 
outlets could be converted to 
its Metro style of store. 

Engineer GJynwed slipped 
3.5p to 262p as NatWest Se- 
cunties lowered its estimates 
but Imperial Chemical In- 
dustries was the main down- 
grading casualty, slumping 41p 


to 807 -5p after Merrill Lynch 
was said to have slashed its 
forecasts by £90m to £45Qm 
and by £80m to £640m. 

Maid, the on-line informa- 
tion group, fell 10 Jp to 1495p, 
responding to Reuters’ deci- 
sion to stop supplying hs key 
news database. 

Freepages, the telephony 
group, edged ahead 1.75p to 
385p on talk it could be the 
subject of a reverse takeover 
and. on Ofex, Display IT, the 
information group, crashed 
llOp to390p following critical 

comment 

Millwall, the football dub 
rescued from the corporate 
cemetery, returned at 05p. 

Young & Co’s Brewery “A" 
shares frothed 35p higher to 
6975p. Guinness Feat, headed 
by New Zealand entrepreneur 
Sir Ron Brieiiey, has acquired 
a thirst for Young’s and at last 
count had a 14.11 per cent in- 
terest in the family -controlled 
group's “A" shares. 


Taking Stock 


□ HTV, the independent TV 
contractor, edged ahead to 
3272>p with stockbroker Hen- 
derson Crosthwaite suggest- 
ing United News & Media 
will bid at not less than 420p 
a share. Analysts Louise Bar- 
ton and Mathew Horsman 
see pro fits little changed un- 
til HTV gets concessions on 
its licence payments from 
1999. This year’s figure could 
he £11. lm. 

1""1 F.nn(»t Internatio nal 
firmed to 235p. Incoming 
chairman Brian Cusack has 
purchased 200,000 shares. 
They came from the Hughes 
Family Dust, related to retir- 
ing director Pat Hughes, 
which sold 25 million. The 
company owns a zinc oxide 
deposit in Kazakstan. 

G Hemingway Properties has 
attracted stockbroker Albert 
E Sharp which regards the 
shares, at 38p, as a buy. 
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Judge Brown’s Budget on his 
efforts to curb the Micawbers 


H ow do you gather up a 
windfall? The London 
markets are waking up to 
the fact that something has to be 
done to stop the windfall gains 
from the flotation of the building 
society and mutual insurance 
groups from feeding through into 
additional demand. 

About time too, you might think. 
The problem has been evident for 
the best part of a year and econo- 
mists have been trying to calculate 
the impact for several months. 
But it has only been in the past few 
weeks that financial markets have 
cottoned on to the full practical im- 
plications. These are: one, that in- 
terest rates will have to rise quite 
sharply through this year even if in- 
flation continues to behave itself, 
simply to mop up these savings; and 
two. that if the new Chancellor 
wants an excuse to raise personal 
taxation, the scale of the windfalls 
gives him a half-respectable one. 

But of course both options are 
extremely unsatisfactory. Increas- 
ing interest rates has an impact on 
the whole economy, not just people 
who have received windfalls, and 
in the first instance at least tends 
to bit companies as much as indi- 
viduals. In any case it would nor 
have any si gnifican t direct effect on 
the people involved: people who 
suddenly Cud an extra £ 6,000 in 
their accounts are not going to be 
greatly influenced by the fact that 
base rates have gone up half a 
point. 

Increasing taxation is also mis- 
targeted, for it too affects the 
whole economy, not just the gain- 
ers. But in addition there are pow- 
erful political, moral and practical 
objections to using the tax weapon. 
The political objections are obvi- 
ous: the incoming government in- 
dicated that it would not increase 
taxation, certainly in any significant 
way, before the election, unless 
there was some unforeseen need 
to do so. The moral objections lead 
on from this; there is no need, and 
the money would come in large 
measure not from the gainers but 
from people who have “won" noth- 
ing at all. Revenues are coming in 
well above forecast. Notwuh- 
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The great 
loo min g issue is 
how to alter the 
savings habits of 
millions of 
people; to use 
the windfalls 
as a way of 
kick-starting a 
process of social 
change. And 
there is not 
a lot of time 

standing the controversial use of 
the Audit Commission to re-ex- 
amine the Treasury's figures, even 
on its (surely overly) cautious as- 
sumptions, public finances are 
heading for a surplus in the early 
years of the next century. 

And the practical argument is 
that no conceivable rise m taxation 
is going to make any dent on the 
size of the windfall. Say personal 
taxation were increased by a net 
£3-5bn, the maximum anyone has 
suggested. That would only be 
equivalent to 10 per cent of the 
windfall gains. 

So what is to be done? There will 
have to be some rise in interest 


rates anyway to curb incipient in- 
flationary pressures, but the real 
need is to mop up savings. Judge 
the forthcoming Budget by the 
extent to which It does that. 

What will Gordon Brown do? 
Well, we know that there will be a 
new scheme for long-term savers 
so that people establish some form 
of life-time savings account - that 
was promised before the election. 
That is extremely welcome. What 
we do not know is the de tails ei- 
ther of the scheme itself or how it 
will fit in with existing savings in- 
centives. Will this be additional to 
existing savings incentives such as 
PEPs? Presumably it will because 
it makes no sense to create a new 
incentive but discourage people 
from using existing ones. To do so 
would have little net impact on sav- 
ings. But will some of the cost be 
clawed back by limitin g tax incen- 
tives on saving for pensions? 
Presumably yes. 

More important still, will the 
new savings scheme be con- 
tractual? WOl people have to save 
a regular amount each month or 
year? It is important that it is not, 
partly because the short-term prob- 
lem is the need to mop up the lump 
sums of the windfalls; but also 
because the whole structure of em- 
ployment is moving towards a 
situation where people can expect 
to receive lump sums (from 
bonuses, share options and, sadly, 
redundancy) rather than have 
secure monthly salaries. We need 
a savings system which enables 
people to stash it away when they 
can afford it. and not have to 
scrimp to keep a savings plan 
going when they can’t. 

This is a terrific opportunity to 
cope with a one-off problem in a 
way which brings long-term con- 
tinuing benefits. There are sever- 
al powerful reasons for wanting to 
encourage more saving in the UK. 
Personal savings are rather low by 
international standards, though 
contractual savings through fund- 
ed pensions and home purchase are 
unusually high Associated with this 
is unusually high consumption 
levels; we consume more as a per- 
centage of GDP than most other 


developed countries, and have 
somewhat low investment rates. 

Getting people to save more 
does not automatically increase in- 
vestment, and in any case invest- 
ment as conventionally measured 
is not always the economic good it 
is sometimes made out to be. Not 
only is a lot of investment wasted: 
our Sixties tower blocks now being 
tom down, Japan's Eighties high- 
definition analogue television, 
maybe even the millennium dome. 
So much of our capital now is hu- 
man capital rather than physical 
plant and equipment, chat it is hard 
to distinguish investment from 
consumption. 

But whether you buy the in- 
vestment argument or not, the 
combination of growing econom- 
ic uncertainties and demographic 
change should make us want to en- 
courage higher savings rates. At 
some stage w the next year we can 
expect the results of the review of 
our pensions system, led by Frank 
Field, which may well incorporate 
an element of compulsory con- 
tractual saving. 

But now the need is to use this 
unique time to encourage discre- 
tionary windfall saving. It is not of- 
ten that people in this country have 
£35bn swishing around that they 
didn't know they had. In fact it has 
never happened before. 

Looked at in the wider context, 
this debate about whether taxes 
should go up by a couple of billion 
or interest rates by a quarter or a 
half percentage point is really 
pretty unimportant A couple of bil- 
lion in an economy of £800bn is 
tiny: the odd half a per cent on 
short-term interest rates is barely 
relevant. These are blips on the 
radar screen. Bui £35bn is big. The 
great looming issue is how to al- 
ter the savings habits of millions of 
people; rouse the bonuses as a way 
of lack-starting a process of social 
change. And there is not a lot of 
time. 

We are a nation of Micawbers. 
Given half a chance the Great 
British Public will have spent the 
windfall before the Chancellor 
has found a way of persuading us 
to do otherwise. 


Cockbum’s new job brings 
an old rivalry to the tore 


i 


When Bill Cockbum described the 
offer from BT to become its new 
UK managing director as 
“irresistible’’ and “glittering", what 
he didn’t mention is a rivalry with 
BTs chairman Sir Iain %llance 
that dates bads to the time when 
Harold Wilson was she new 
Labour Prime Minister. 

Well, roughly. Mr Cockbum 
joined the old Post Office in 1961, 
while Sir lain joined the same 
organisation in 1966. The pair 
were bom within three months of 
each other in 1943 and as they 
climbed the corporate ladder a 
rivalry emerged. 

Several decades later along 
came Margaret Thatcher, and BT 
was detached from the Post 
Office, with Sir lain at its helm. 

Mr Cockbum elected to stay with 
the Post Office side, but bis hopes 
of leading it into the private sector 
a la BT were dashed by the 
Government. So he upped stumps 
and went off to rescue WH Smith 
- but not for very long, as it turns 
out Now Sir Iain and Bill are re- 
united. Who knows - will Bill win 
the race in the last lap? 

Here’s another shock departure: 
John Thomson, chief investment 
manager with the venerable 
Standard Life, has unexpectedly 
resigned over “management 
differences." 

The mutual, with £52bn under 
management is striving hard to 
expand its unit trust and PEP side, 
and apparently Mr Thomson 
didn't Eke the “pace and order" 
with which this was being done. 

Sandy Crombie, Standard Life's 
group chief investment manager, 
dismisses any ideas that Mr 
Thomson might be in line for a 
fat-cat-style payoff: “He’s 
resigned. He wasn't pushed. There 
is no compensation.'’ 

Mr Crombie explains: “We 
have short notice contracts here." 
He says Mr Thomson handed in 
his resignation a week ago, and 
since then they have been 
planning how to break the news in 
an organised way. Asked what Mr 
Thomson now plans to do, Mr 
Crombie replies simply: “He’ll be 
looking for a job." 

Mr Crombie refuses to go into 
further detail about Mr Thomson’s 
reasons, but the problem seems to 
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Reunited: Sir lain Vallance will 
be working with Bill Cockburn 

stem from Standard Life's 
expansion plans. Independent 
financial advisers traditionally 
regard the company as an insurer, 
and look to fond management 
companies for unit trusts and 
corporate pension funds. Standard 
now wants to break into this 
lucrative market - and fast. 

Sadly Mr Thomson is 
unavailable to explain which bit of 
this strategy he disagrees with. 

Fancy some nice new furniture for 
the boardroom? Why not 
commission it from someone 
who’s spent most of his life in 
business, but now prefers the 
workshop to the office. Peter 
Bietby, a former senior vice 
president of Gemini Consulting, 
left the $500m Boston-based 
management consultancy three 
years ago to design and build 
modern furniture. 

After 20 years in consultancy Mr 
Bielby studies furniture-making at 
Pamharo College in Dorset, the 
design and carpentry college 
attended by Lord Linley. The main 
difference between consulting and 
building a chair is that you are 
“dealing with the material as 
opposed to the immaterial", he 
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“a fantastic day uj court . T« e 

~«rF3sr' 

srsto* 

government's mam claims, that 
individuals could not sue under 
international law. took a battering 

yesterday, he says. 

He is also organising the UK 
class action by 47 lung 
victims against Imperial Tobaoco 

and Gallaher, with a hearing 
pencilled in for 1 July. It s the 
first ever British no-win. no-tee 
group action," he tells me. 

Then on the third of July he is 
expecting a survey to be pushed 
which should radically slrengihen 
the argument that living near nign- 
voltage pylons can increase the 

risk of cancer. He is due to 
represent two children in court. 

. So how does he find the ume . 

“1 only get involved in cases that 
I'm interested in myself. I enjoy 
cases with a political element to 
them, where my heart as well as 
mv brain will be involved. 

’Before you get loo envious. Mr 
Day pricks the bubble: “Having 
said that, my wife and kids would 
like lo see more of me." 

John Willcock 
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V ' Stoute out of time with 
injured Entrepreneur 
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Racing 

SUE MONTGOMERY 

Fans of the beaten Derby 
favourite Entrepreneur wiH be 
relieved to know that there 
were mitigating circumstances 
surrounding his defeat at Ep- 
som. Hk trainer Michael Stoute 
yesterday revealed for the first 
time that the 2,000 Guineas 
hero carried an injury into w ha t 
could now be considered a gal- 
lant, rather than disappoin ting 
fourth place. 

In confirming the colt's wide- 
ly expected non-participation in 


Sunday’s Irish Derby, Stoute 
said: Tie returned from Epsom 
with a right-side hamstring 
strain. All other tests were neg- 
ative, and intensive physio- 
therapy enabled him to resume 
cantering a week ago. But a 
weekend gallop determined 
that he would not be at peak fit- 
ness for the Curragh-” 

A pulled muscle of that sort 
- the injury site is in the curve 
of the leg above the equivalent 
of the human heel, the hock - 
is usually enough to stop most 
human athletes in their tracks, 
and would certainly account 
for Michael Kmaoe’s post-Der- 
by assertion that Entrepreneur 
was never travelling properly at 
any stage of the face. 


It is to be hoped that the 
handsome bay recovers suffi- 
ciently to be given the chance 
to redeem his reputation on the 
back, rather than be hustled off 
to stud as a one-race wonder, 
for a fully-fit Entrepreneur 
could only add lustre to the sea- 
son. 

But any plans will r emain un- 
der wraps. Stoute added: 
When his owners and J have de- 
cided <m his next intended race, 
an announcement will be 
made.** 

With their star striker off the 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Enchanting Eve 
(Lingfiekl 400} 
NB.-Bro ffrii 
(Warwick 2^5) 

park, those owners - Michael 
Ihbor and the back-up team 
headed by John Magmer, the 
powerful and influential boss 
of Coolmore, one of the 
world's biggest stallion sta- 
tions - may ask another of 
their squad. Strawberry Roan, 
to pull on the Number 12 shirt 
at the Curragh. 

An inspired 20 minutes of 
buying at the Houghton yearling 
sales two years ago secured 
both Entrepreneur (for 600,000 
guineas) and Strawberry Roan 


(for 240,000 guineas) for the Th- 
borseL 

A decision on whether or not 
to supplement the Aidan 
O’Brien-trained filly, at a cost 
of £70,000, to the £700,000 
Classic before today's soon 
-deadline will be made after 
she has worked at Baljydoyle 
this morning. 

And with Oaks heroine 
Reams Of Vferse also under con- 
sideration for a late entry, girl 
power could prove a potent 
threat to the colts. Although 
only three of the 31 fillies who 
have contested Irish Derbys 
this century have returned vic- 
torious, two of them were the 
last two to have run, Salsabil in 
1990 and Balanchine three 
years ago. Spice Girls, eat your 
hearts out. 

Both Salsabil and Balanchine 
were Oaks winners, like Reams 
of Verse, who actually covered 
Epsom’s mile and a half in a 
foster time than the Eclipse- 
bound Derby winner Benny 
The Dip and his inches runner- 
up Silver Patriarch. The con- 
nections of Reams Of Verse, 
Khalid Abdullah and Henry 
CecO, have runaway Ribblesdale 
Stakes winner Yashmak already 
entered in the Irish Oaks. 

Strawberry Roan laid down 
her credentials with a fast-fin- 
ishing second spot in her local 


£lm Jackpot in prospect 


--rrir 1 > 


Today’s Tote Jackpot at Warwick 
will have a cany over of 
£453,193 after only a lOp line 
was won yesterday. 

“The lOp winning line came 
via Tbte Direct through a Tbte 
Bookmakers shop in Whlsall, 7 ' 
a Tote spokesman, Rob Hart- 
nett, said. “The winner invest- 
ed only £6.40 and has won 
£35,751. We are delighted that 
not only do we have a winner 
but the bulk of the pool wiUgo 
on to Warwick tomorrow. The 
carry forward will be £453,193. 
The pool tomorrow will easily 
exceed £750,000 and could 
reach £1 million.” 

Meanwhile, Timeform have 
suggested that horses found to 
have been non-triers be remov- 
ed from their trainers’ stables. 
The Halifax-based publishers 
entered into the debate in its 
Timeform Perspective following 
the victory of Z a ralaska in the 
Bessborough (Handicap) Stakes 


RESULTS 


NOTTINGHAM 

aJSb J. FUSHtAUCW FLOOD (W Ryan) 
2-1 tor. 7. OuMfiM 144; 3. Ffel A *M» 
10-fc 4. Prince OT Rjrtnno 12-1. 1? no. 
4. 3. {C Dwyer. Ncw m nrt a M). Tote: £3.00; 
ELIO. £6.60, £2.40, £Z80. DR 138.00. 
CSF:£33SBl Treast £25232. Tria £4L00i 
NR-.FfentfVert-Ma.' 

L4Se L MnUU {R HIE} S- L- 2. YMtet 
B Sufaa 11-2; 3. Juntas 4-7 fcw. » ism. 
3%. Vh. (B Hfls. Lsmboum). Tate: £8.60: 
£1.60, £1.50. £L10- DF: £19.00. CSft 
£4&54. Trio: £4.50. 

3JSc L LIQUID COLD (R fltarcfo 7-2; 2. 
Knife 3-L 3- MM|r Tteat 9-4 ter. 9 ran. 
lYs 3. W O'Gorman, NewmwtoO. Tate: 
£&3Q; £330, £L40. Z13D. DR f&flft CSR 
£13.37. Trio: £3.40. 

3-45: LT0M«RE(L NBWtDW) 1B-L2. 
HM torn Btaw 9-1; 3. Krista Brttaa 7-1; 
4. Brentalow 50-L UB ran. Vh. t*fr. [B 
McMahon, Tamorn). Trite £21.00; £4^0, 
£330, £2.00, £1740. OR £L3&2ft CSR 
£150.78. TWCOSC 6L04O57. Ttta £87L90. 
NR: Supreme Meknoon. 

4J5c L BROOESSA {A McGJone) 3-L 2. 
Show Hunter 5-2; 3- Rose Of film 14-L 
10 ran. 2-1 fav Sedbor&t (St ft). A. 4. (Mrs 
M RcNBtey, Sattbum). TtfoK £4.70; £L60, 


£2930. Nft Club Eflte. 

445: l-AMER AT DAWN (TSprata) 20-1; 


at Royal Ascot. Zaralaska, 
trained by Luca Cumani, had 
been banned for 30 days under 
the “non-triers” rule on his pre- 
vious start at Yotk. 

In its introduction to last 
Wednesday's Royal Ascot card 
in the latest issue of the Per- 
spective, Timeform wrote: “Zar- 
alaska absolutely bolted up in 
the Bessborough, it has to be 
said underlining the futility of his 
York punishment, which ran 
out two days before the race.” 

The comment writers of 
Timeform go into further detail 
in their notes on the Bessbor- 
ough Stakes itself, recording: 
“We've seen more tenderly 
handled hoises than he at York 
go unquestioned, but the 30-day 
ban which seems to be the 
conn for those found guilty un- 
der the non-triers rule dearly 
doesn't do the job sufficiently, 
and the situation is reportedly 
under review, perhaps the of- 


fending hoises should be taken 
into British Horseracing Board 
care for the duration of their 
ban and only then given bade for 
their trainers to start again.” 

Fantastic Fellow, winner of 
this year's listed Prix Djebel at 
Maisons-Laffitte but disap- 
pointing on his two subsequent 
starts, left Clive Brittain’s New- 
market stable yesterday to con- 
tinue his racing career in 
California. 

The son of Lear Fan was ex- 
pected to make his mark in 
Classic company after his win in 
France but could finish only fifth 
in the French 2,000 Guineas at 
Longchamp in May. He beat 
just one rival home in the nine- 
runner Listed Diomed Stakes at 
Epsom on Derby day. 

Churchill Downs, which has 
hosted three Breeders* Cup 
meetings, is expecting to com- 
plete a four-timer by staging the 
1998 event. 


2J30 Imperial Scholar 
3:00 Up Hie Wall 
3-30 Bayford Thrust 


HYPERION 
4-00 Bentico 
*30 ARRIVING (nap) 
54)0 Peppers 


Cmtndfe). Trite £18.60; £330. £230, 
£L80 TdR £6630. CSP. £236.13. Trftt 
£37.70. 

5-15: L SUPSWT (LNewwi) 12-1; 2- 
Aqmttc Qomn 8-L 3. Strata 25- L4- 
SoopoflcM 16- L 20 m. 3-1 fav Nafte 
North. 2.LCB McMahon, Tfarwortfi). Trite: 
£1330; £2.70, £2-00, £1030. £3.00. DR 
£7410. CSF: £10739. TWcssc £236532. 
Titr £560.70; £178 78 c a rt o ritowdgWte 1 
9.45 today. 

j a ckpot £357319-10; £453,13330 CBT- 

iedtbnunl to Wtewtek today. 

nnwiinT £4430. Qirafeofc £3700. 
pteaaac£17.4a Pteca ft £13.71. 

MUSSELBURGH 

230: L B1EWW0K 43 tac 

fffgSSTc ESSSSSS* 

£a a5ftLTMnr (TE Cteart) 3 -Ji 

to u Wfei 3-L 3. fefefejter 8-L 7 r«u 

1 1-4 fav .Ti v i t ym Storm (49i). ». » N 

£L7a DF: £3.70. CSR £10- 06. • 

ft3« L BLA2JNO IMP W 33-1. 

2 _ dm or P aife* 7-2; 3. flood Tb T*fc 
cli iOM».9-4tayGe*J6d8 B ®h).Hd>.2- 


1,000 Guineas and, as a Sadler’s 
Wells half-sister to Epsom and 
Curragh Derby winner Gener- 
ous, the flashy white-faced bay 
lacks nothing in pedigree for the 
job. There is also a precedent 
in her family for beating colts: 
her cousin Triptych won the 
1985 Irish 2,000 Guineas. 

Even before Bennv The 
Dip’s absence next Sunday was 
announced, the bookmakers 
favoured Silver Patriarch, and 
the vibes emanating from 
Arundel about suitability of 
course and going for John 
Dunlop’s charge, who will do 
his first strong work since Ep- 
som this morning, continue in 
positive vein. The Derby form 
will also be represented bv an- 



other grey, Barry Hills’ fifth- 
placed The Fly. 

The home side have won 
their premier Classic only twice 
in the past ID years and. Straw- 
berry Roan apart, their best 
chance may lie with Casey 
Tibbs, from the yard successful 
last year with Zagreb. . 

Last time out the colt ran un- 
placed in the French Derby but 
he is, according to trainer Der- 
mot Weld, a bad traveller. His 
journey from stable to starting 
stalls of about a mile should 
pose no problems, but that 
from Stalls to finishing post 
may be more problematical. 







Grey area: Silver Patriarch (left), seen narrowly falling to catch Benny The Dip in the 
Derby at Epsom, has benefited from the defections in the Irish Derby of both the Ep- 
som winner and fourth-placed Entrepreneur. But he could face a new threat from the 
Oaks winner Reams Of Verse and Strawberry Roan Photograph: Phil Cole/Allsport 


RACINGS FUTURES MARKET 


Flirting Around could 
command attention 


ate* Tate 

4-1 11-4 


Windsor Castle has been in- 
stalled as a top-priced 4-1 
favourite with William Hill and 
Ladbrokes - the Ibte offer just 
2 1-4 - for Saturday^ Northum- 
berland Plate Handicap at New- 
castle, but value-seeking punters 
will be equally interested in 
Flirting Around, who is available 
St 20-1 with Ladbrokes - Coral 
offer just 9-1. 

The handicap is headed by 
Jiyush, who finished seventh in 
the Gold Cup at Royal Ascot 
last Thursday, but the weights 
will go up by at least 61b n he 
is an absentee. 

Flirting Around finished sev- 
enth, seven lengths behind’ 
Windsor Castle, in the Group 
Three Queen’s Vhse over two 
miles at Ascot last week. Even 


if the weights are not raised fur- 
ther and Flirting Around has to 
cany 7stl0ib on the day - 91b 
more than his true handicap 
weight of 7stlJb - be can meet 
Windsor Castle, who has picked 
up an 8Jb penalty for that suc- 
cess, on 61b better terms. 

Shaft Of Light catches the 
eye at 20-1 with Coral -William 
H31 and Ladbrokes quote Lord 
Huntingdon’s charge at 10-1, 
while Tkansom is 14-1 with 
Coral and the Tbte- Ladbrokes 
offer just 8-1. 

Siege Perilous is 25-1 with 
Ladbrokes and the Tbte - Coral 
and William Hill go 16-1, while 
Lord Jim is 20-1 with Coral and 
William HOI - Ladbrokes offer 
just 14-1. 

Ian Davies 


25-1 33-1 


Frincy (P Hams77sil3toi 40-1 33-1 33-1 25-1 

H ffl 40-1 33-1 BO-1 33-1 

Each-way a quarter fre odds, places 2. 2.3. 4 (Nsmcastte, SaojrOay) 


GOING: Turf- Good to Soft (Good on bade anight); AW- Standard. 

ST AILS: Round course - lm2f tradde, lm3f- ovuide; Mnrigta. course- sunda’ ride, 
AB wal ter-iinldde. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High fit to 7f. 

■ left-hand, sharp undulating course. 

■ Ctouwe is SE of Knot on B2028. Ungfeid aadon (saved tv London, ^ Wood*) *4Joira 

comae. ADMISSION: MembeollS, FtenDyEndawreS9.C&RPASX: Club S3; reminder 
free. ‘ _ 

Tj^f wmc TBiMNlteS WITH RTOOI8RS: G L Moore - 68 gingers from 492 nmnea n » 
redo of lLWbgMng* return loaSl teed ?<»Jnr of -157.20; H 4ote«toa - M wtanax, 298 
nanere. 18,4%. -135A8; Lord HmUnp l— - 48 winners, 333 nmneo, aaB%, 41731; J 
Berry- 31 winners, 151 nmners, 203*, +11438 

1CA0ING JOCKBTH: L Dettori - 89 winners, 358 ride*, 343*. +112.16; J Waster- 85 
wlnneis. 897 rides. 21.4*. +118.18; KCodnM-M winners, 378 «d£a, 173*. +120.60; 
A Cterk - 56 wbmere. 4B3 rides, 1 1 .9%, 43337. 

RUWMRD RUST HUE : None. 

WINNOSIN LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

I L0NG-IHSTANC8 RUNNERS: B*Hy Sou* (430) sent270 n8es by Uohraan from Ud- 
tflehun, H- Torfes; Bnyford Tterate (3 30) *38 268 mfles by J Perry from rotfceriwm, Une»- 

I raroril LONDON COLLEGE OF BEAI^Y TIERAPY MAIDEN STAKES 
}2L3U) /CLASS P)£4>900 added 3Y01m2f Penalty Vatue £3^46 

1 04 4CDOSSWnOIB(18)»MCjBBlCQBBr90 

2 50322 D*WWMUaW(Shn*rtned4l«IOii^ P*tHfey6 

3 00- MN£asN«l8«S«r^»jfe^ADaudV«teW nam* 

4 00 SH4HBoOR(US«i(Sl}C%B<e4nOeMndW)MSnuCBO IMdB 

5 56 ACRBMTWW«ER(18)(RMC!Ber)CCife89 A fen 0)4 

6 0-23 K*C»Wi(fflCCg (HBnx*nAJMr#(«IriOMcfef89 R»tl 

7 2*50 WHWasCH0U«p£)ua)»MBl4eteBllfeelJ&«Bwa9 ■ O a ten* T 

8 00 Wepgt At maiePare TesWAFasarS 9 8Pwte*i2 

BBtltt 1M tepnW Setehr. 2-1 itari**. 4-1 Own tfal, 124 ttfm SMeat, S^attmr, 
ml term Ttafeter, 3M. oteen 

199ft S« Mnfl 3 9 0 A McStone ware tw W CeeO dm IS) 6 an 
FORM GUIDE 

IMPERIAL SCHOLAR was at 25-1 When second cn her Navmaita* debut Isa August to 
Desert Story, the subsequent Honia Hfl and Owen Stakes victor. She has been htfSy tiled 
ifte esseon and shaped weS on her return when Wh to Reunion in the MM a»s« era also 
n oedltawy when rtntn « 12 to Reams Of ver» « ihe Oaks. Her poor run behind Nowt» 
« Ascot in beteeen can be i»w»d as she was reported to be m season. Back m maiden 
cxjmow she sftwdd be too eaod fcr J«* te. The taw »er cou» and fetsnee in teach 
Haterivaib Unwed iwwhjp to GentHesse has not woriwd out weS, but this 9iy fent on to 
Satnwtp Bold Demand at Sandown. D snw A—a Is tunning fe«, last tim e m ee rond 
id Mad Mflani m a Wtewick nandteap, and snouid pick up some prn money. Charts Qft- 

«■ iw Actl«» Stefln and Acm T*a Water againa esdi other in Generous GdTs Good- 

wood mawen this month. The tesatended Ataon Stations cenw out fe a JanigJ 

dQttflptn* GfiUnwc MrWW. oUtAm 

ionn l CROWHURSTSELLWG STAKES PLASSQ £2^75 added ZVD 

>3aHJ[ gf penalty Vatoe £1385 

1 65 cwwSHWIWggWINDewaBSnat S 13 — 

2 00 tinmrjlt f*^) **~ T 1 I- —* - 1 --’ 1 U r^gnrmRU _.P Ptemh»m 2 

3 05 0 IWWIKrBlUSIBmpniMEWCDferBU J»0fDoaoht>* 


4 Hfl MT [the laatan RadngCktt A P Jones 8 11 ISafthPU 

5 00 SUI mOR (4R (Dsnb UoCarh|4 K Bute B U RPerfnT 

6 3 £JP]TCW4U.(l^fi;cjTedlCuTpfceieil P* Eddery 6 

7 4033 CAUWM«M(PFCh4i«»UBBnsfBrt86 RCoetenel 

8 204 ROSEMDODUnr(nQnMsBe»M8ute)KBUteBe BDcgto5 

-Bdtdand- 

BEITWft 9-1 Up ns UM. 4-1 ItemaM 5-1 Bosewocd lady, 1W CM, Hneaiy 124. 
CMia Stew, 14-1 Sta Nor, 16-1 taaer toy 
399ft Noted Lad 2 8 11 7 Qi*in JD030 P Mooney} Own Q) A ran 
* FORM Ufnw 

UpThc Wa9 wd have benefited from his debut thbd to Shawdon, who beat run by seven 
lengths at Vermouth and boasted the faro whan defying a txgweigra at fifpon. He ran on 
wefl on that occasion and thotfd stay further. HARHAG E should be snpmad after two runs. 
Outclassed at YoiK ha ran badw at Doncaster last time far 12th of 20 to Piamwn Pursist 
artar racing on the teSAtamumd stance' skA He holds H e a venly FsMs, who was mo tenghs 
badun 16th placa noaawood LaC)y. a Uosa second to Sa# on har debut alWohemampton 
n Aprf, flopped there last month but bounced back on bar Tuf debut whan fourth to Mts- 
tead at Windsor kur week. 7Msertrafoifoneshouldsua.Caanaihasbeenpisoadr>se()- 
en In her tss two runs, most recently whan third to Sek As A Pamx at Yarmouth, and has 
the basting of CMtat Stan and am Prior from eerier efforts. S ei ccU o e: HARNAGE 

0 ~ onl MARE PCWHl 40TH BS7THDAT HAM3ICAP (CLASS D) £4£00 
■*^1 added 3VD 6f Penartv Value £3uS37 

1 5152-6 saCAKEraCA|lQ(D)(0niCab)l)MChemin9 7 PPIfepteP)* 

2 04)032 BASFORDTfftUSr (6) (Jean Turner) J Bwy 9 5 Pfemy(3)l 

3 M3 Wr6IBr|USA)P7)fl>C£S»*»PMfe)92 FteBflteyB 

4 50054 R0Bl£eWESTlSjr[[41)(JCSmflJiJ JEi«a*813 RCoctateSB 

5 124324 SHU5I»HOUr(nQ(U)(D)(tBRUiajeUi)GLMofe810 SWbnblV 

B 2B20Q0 TH£WVM<DCatEtW(15>m(ALSBndeteUnNMacsUta8S-AnMd*SHdM(B)7 

7 00038 CUMBgflUlwrSftfrteOHtefegBi4whan8B BDayto4B 

8 0-000 CHMOMOmta0SDEitUtflSDw83 BteitaaX 

9 21-000 MMUZZ^mBaucher.Beyts&HiixrnyRainatficuUUaBdeBSJtfWfeDdPjS 

a j dfidmd* 

BETTWCc 11-4 Slahiayhofy, H Bayford Thrust, 4-1 ley Qaest, 5-1 Sfea Key Sfta, 8-1 tenoou 
dory. 12-1 Pwfezz. 14-1 Note* Wmstmot, 16-1 ttae Wyaodutla Wo, 2&-1 Qsskim 
199ft IWto-Hany 3 8 4 f t^nch (5) 9-2 (R Hoftifeadl drawn (71 9 ran 
FORM GUDE 

BAYFORD THRUST wee drawn on the stands' rail when a tenfSh-and-three-quarter second 
to Double Action ft Upon last Ome and is dawn forthasl w«y from the rafl hem. He had 
tookeo to be coming to hand when thbd to Caution n a Chester daimer and has (topped 
12lb since the start of the season. Wfhte a higher dw woitd be preferable, he can sdtUaad 
tts risk) ihrougiout as he tned W at Rlpon. Shaftteytwfy foBowed her success oner hory 
Dawn at Newnrarttet with a close fourth to Itapebahowr an extra foriong hero. The «um 
to ste sfndd not ba a pittbiem. ley gmm is ridden by Pa Eddery in her first handnap. She 
has mole the nxnyng m her (an two starts. Hushing a seven-length second to Hornbeam 
at Newbury mi third, by aknoa six lenefts. to Snow Kid at Womartrampan. She Is nen to 
the iter her*. Slew Kay flfca shaped we» when etch of 15 to Pandas on her tacester re- 
wm but prebebV has enouffi wa&t, as does Patlfaso. Chakra and Notes bvsstment 
haw shown ftflett* season. Steeettae BAYFORD tWfUST 

I Xftfi l HENWT STREETER UWTED STAKES (CLASS E)£4£25 added 
**- uu l lm (AW) Penalty Value £2,784 

1 .033123 BBraCO{5fD)g«reyTwavteorwi*srttacwtaa9 7 BD0JW4V 

2 500250 UMDHtta(BE)naJ(taMTMfc495 MBH«y2 

3 540000 W£A2BC6AP(U))(M5AL&ndaM PsmtM495 taab te d m Hl 

4 200230 BCHUflMBIEnite>0tariakaCQni«aan4CAIen3811)-JtaanlMyten3 

~4dtdmd — 

BEtlteft 1140 BHdea, 7-4 tafeteteg &* 7-3 law Dmcw, B-lHaflafoe 6te 
199ft Wtefe Beech S 9 7 S Vfttoonh 11-2 (G L Uoonj fen 112) 12 an 


FORM CODE 

B4CHAMTMB EVE. who won ewer seven tudones and this tup here In the waiter, oeems to 
find 10 ftiriongs too for but he* sltfi flrbhed second than thud te lhatt dBlance and on ths 
sirfoce in her past mo rnns. She vas wel beckad feen making an to hold Major Twist by 1 
a short need m a course and dsttnee daimer in Manch and a repeat of that him tfxnid 
beenougt Bentico has won sawn tbnes on Fforesand and Ns second to Penrywed ewer 
the corse and dtetance recandy shows that ha can war on Equtrac* as weL He finished , 
second to Cashmere lady on Saturday at Woherhamproa The lacent totm c4 Law Darwr 
Is not enco ura g in g and he s batter on Rbresand. but Par Eddery takes the rale. Mntfniaa 
Gap has plenty to find in this company. Selactioir ENCHANTED EVE ( 

\ A oftl KNIGHT PRANK HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4,900 added 
LT~y 1 3VD flies Im3fl0flwte Penalty Value £3^23 

1 562 GftACffU.L4SSp7)«UBut^U)Dl«ter97 MEdfeyS 

2 03562 B4UysaU»aiDm0ri»BEkidsEl£e)llJchratte92 f fewer 2 

3 £04 aE0RH*VBm*E(3^|Dr ftankS 8 ChawS Woods 91 ^WRjsal 

4 4661 AfflflmB(U)m0liyckHliaBi])j|ai88 RHfe4 

5 WXD CI«IOaBBUratRMQertCCVw713 ._AWieta(3}5 

— 

BETTMe: 94 foiMng, M ftaerite Lao, 93 Ctoaklb Chaak, 1M Bely Sowa, 8-lSenfe ten 
1998: Oasr Life 3 9 3 A Ctek 51 (MS J Cent) Obhi ti) 5 on 
FORMGUDE 

AHRMN6 was stepoed up to two sort of trip at Sandown for her handicap debut and showed 
knpmed form to beat Keepsake by a length and a hod. She has been ramd 7b but looks 
sum to pmftess ftnher. (kacafrtl Lass is a danger desplta concert ng 13b. She is a Sadtert 
Welts hai4slstar to the German Oaks winner Centalne out of Hi La», mho won the two-and- 
a-hstf-mde Pnx Oadtatais; so the stop up to this iig> wri sun far her first hanrtcap. Hues 
lack of pace that saw her beaten bw lenehs by Keyboo^e at Newmariet tlm 2fl last time 
and there leasuspicion 14 fodong5-piuswl be her trip. BafeySoua was beaten the tenths 
by Honourable a Pontefract ilm 20 w her first hanricap and probably has enou0t welgit- 
Gcartfs Venture was tesappoinBn g (then fourth to Ufly Of 7he Vatey at 7h*sJc after her 
Hbjooc* second to Shouk, M Cheek To Cheek foied by a short head against Top Gam at 
Yarmouth neoendy and should to siited by the ton®jr ptp. satecuow: ARRIVING 

lK7\n) SCHATUNOWSW BROOKS APPRENTICE HANDICAP (CLASS 
|OAAi[ r £aaoo added lm2f Penalty Value £2^411 

1 53246 PEFPEHS [RE} (15)(U Ntenes-Cfottol fl Birte < ID 0 Bteh Joyce (S)S 

2 2/30-5 RASH OFT ( 122 ) (the QtcenUtei UnBrnfon 4 9 4 NsmCook* 

3 400-15 «SOUnEl*Bnr(USlp(22)[SPCfeods)5WDods3 92. GWBgteS 

4 363010 BOWWHEH.(US*)CT(BlX/taon)Gl.Uaoe6Sl amjtaona{7}8 

5 WOO ANCmBiR)D(£{Bq|4SMMsDCnte)Jlng783 RBMfed(E)7 

6 240555 (U&8WF(USA}tftf0tenSarfW)K9ute481 RtHistoa^2 | 

7 066015 KStOVPfKnEBEfftDM) Wad Dean Ite Uena* 5 7 13 DWMwb|5)3 

8 054342 ZAMtWPEtdftPftmnMHjBiarieyGTll IRMe( 8 )l 

-Sdectend- 

BETRNft 7-fl Fappeo, 44 RagfeK 94ZMno, 5-1 MbwPnttge, 1L2 Rann feel, 6-1 Abscwa 
Utat*. 84. ta OIL 2S-1 Asottwr FkkSa 
199ft Write Pans 3 8 11 R Mien I® 3-ljt tat (M Be*) down |?) 9 tan 
FORM GUIDE 

FLAGSTAFF BStfl a marten alter plenty of ooportmties. but ha has shown Inforoved form 
the yasr. He rid «*» to bo fifth of 15 to Pnma Partner at Upon tan time and filled the same 
position In 8onGuesrsNcton^»m race tlm)ine time before, shaping as thou^i a longer 
trfo would help, ftewus 8Setnpte at. 10 foriong have felled but Flagstaff fe worth another 
chance, haring dropped io a lereem mam . Absolute liberty, a Wofeohamoton maiden 
winner, did not hands fast pmmd when test of tee to Waetmen's fe©i «»TJwsfc. He has 
amppea ldlb as a rewit and Bhoted not be wmeo off y«. z*tea> is 3fb lower man when 
second to Terra « Yarmouth recently ana should go dose. Roman Reel snugged behind 
Hanay W)wb here on Saturday right and needs a faster surface on Turf. Peppers, by con- 
trast, seems st her best on easier eound than the gjod to firm et Windsor last dme ana 
her earter efforts behind Star Precaatn at Nottn^am and Premier Generation at Newbury 
give her ewiy chance. Klnw Pratafla dated odds tf 33-1 at Wanuck this momh' but was 
only a feADeatan fifth to MorteCavoaiNewnanet on Friday. S el ecti on: FLAGSTAFF 


^flSexSa (Otar M ata art 1 
£33&, £L40. £L1D. Dft 81 3ft CSF. 

ISasaiKssas 

SjOO. DF: £7.70. CSK £2L7L Trieasfc 

W&SSS&Bi 

*? ***** && 
PbaosC £41-50. QuadPCd* £12.40. 
23ft ttOBiee. Place ft £47.4.7. 
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HYPERION 

ilS Hoh Justice 2L45 Safly Slade 3J5 Dane- 
ing CavaSer (nb) 3L45 Sam Rockett 4J5 Qiesso- 
mation 4w45 Sharp Rebuff 

GOING: Good u Soil (Good In places). 

I^H^DVANTAGft High for W. low lor lm M lfiflyds A 
lm |f 1 !C(y4to" . „ _ 

■ LeO-hirtl coarse- Ttic fifcoxzw hfcf ■ a Jnwny. Jdfv 

■ owlfbWiif *» B409B. Buses from Buttons KWerwtek 

sad lewmlta Mn Spa (2m). ADMISSION: Chfo HS CAB So 
WoS* 28: Com* Sft CAR PABR AS. 
MWTBBirn FIRST TIME: ‘Voodlnd Nymph (steored) (MB), 
fe^TtePetet (4.15), Irish Flettem (fend) (4.15). 
^NEBSWCBB MWr SEVEN D 4 XftD**fagGraIler( 3 . 1 fi) 
mo Bt Noatn^mo on Wnhafe. 

tirWtge, Co. D mfauo- 

MfNSFQBD NCMCE AWIICW^IAKB 
2-15 (CLASS E) £4,025 added 2TO 7f 

, n ngnMpMpnq (13) JBsnSlZ IIM*7- 

1 5 ' SiiVLSBMpO) KMcAJfcflll ORWObsS 

? rn H0HAHIICE(W|lri*to8812 LDteto42 

] ■ hSkCH 04O(K3 ri M--9S 8 12 JFEgteS 

1 43 0 PP 0 SnWll£AB«fS 81 WP«i 812 DlfoftadlS 

! 0 pQSMM VDfWfifi M B KMtOT 8 12 HMW 1 U 

T 4 souoanr czn; R Hmncn 89 — D rfe gw 13 

1 I 03 (285 ft tanadar 88 Ta*um0*l 

Q 61 BWOS«L»E)(Z3)DAlbrtMiaB T«MU 

j !« 00 lATffBffffBflPrtrtsSB ACMU 


.li ooo oBmmPhWPOtsftuaB rp*» * 

12 50 OBCMUft MO WUM JSSfafoOftwreBA Jfttetefl 

13 8 DRVUafl)MG(L7)UBflB4 MFMm9 

14 lAVUBlzm R Gust 81 — i IfafelU 

15 45 M5IICai(99)CeflHn81 KftwkfQB 

-15<facteMd- 

BEmNftM. Hell JurtfeMOppoMtea Laaier, MHjMktaa, 19-1 Dry 
UflteWfcfetadGhl.iaaagirtiiy, 14-1 Orirt the n a fc te w .ftgta tea- 
Ha, 184 nuufrth , Br M a ia e, Haate* Oiolca. 2 M raters 

El GREENACRES HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
E4D25 added fiBtes ft mares 5f 

1 182805 SMLY SLADE dft nearer 5 100 — Orinfe WB 

2 100650 /un0WSIBDDY(iqSBiM*ig4100^fetelarl5B 

3 236-00 MI0BBlBnCHIiaBHG9)nEWtate5912-AltefeaSB 

4 02-040 SHFTMBraetU)(BF)IB*lflg3 9S LDHariB 

5 518233 !UeHEEfMft3'(lSi(qnGttautS93JlffarinlB 

8 00000 MA1D0RP ff) M Pcite 4 9 0 - — .-ACteriB 

7 002000 rueaAWWBPMngAflB- — -_TSpnfe4 

a ooioo raRZ 4 m{SDta)jften «487 soraaw 7 

9 04405 STOCK jftLOANca { 21 ) BMedwn387 HMMtell 2 

10 005318 a*BErHrfflB04R{U}(riatefewl4B5Jlfendi(aS 

U <6060 VMSPBtlOteflR«{llftRHrihreto384_JliW*10 

12 -03020 CM081ADT(1B) J WBRfay5 7 12 IF^fetU 

13 40&40 BREmg{nE)(lQRafeT3 712 IQfenl3 

1 A 00-00 BAMN ARIOLL {U} R HdAH 4 7 ID N Maas 2 

IS 00030 BMHi0DflEtU8KBridflaer4710 IBaaM(5)14B 

-lfidacterte- 

Iftdnwm ariFic » lilt Th« fandrap rntfo: flahi Ahof nf9ft9*»- 
UX&Tsi2t. 

BEnMft4aSM»Sada, HBMBgttfefrlBmlalteMy; 1M 
tetrte m H fl niy, M , rnrWHt llarto i* 1 Tyawara,lftlAiwttpB»te&»crtti. 
fefaft tafe. l« Stock M tte'Hi, iw hate, 30-1 etten 

lo eel SYD MERCER MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £4300 added lm 6f 134yds 
1 20034 31Bnur(24}JKrg510a ARreocbBi 


2 04202 P9E09({USA)(13)IBMfe«4932 LMtteiS 

3 13-546 CASUrW.tKUER{15)(CriANMXxnbe697_SDRi«nal2 

4 416333 PMM0tSEMVY(lfl)(D)(BnCtaftna9A^M^M4e 

5 06000 IME SRSEJ BUES (31) T feddy 6 9 ? Mftetell 

6 44000 t3tBKTSQ(SZE(2fl R Johnson Hfafltoa 79 OURobmi 6 

7 11-001 SALSKAP5) (CD) ASsesterfiB 12_ JSpraheJ 

8 546061 MfKMGCnMn(B)Rttoferissd4B10-PRadBftte(7)13 

9 131126 a0U»HADSlffegXg(B?Mfta)888 4Ctek7 

10 00320 SAD UAO BAD(lf5A) (32) M JclmKan3 B6—WJ (70an*ar5 

11 30-143 Cm SHO NO (10) (DJ S Dow 43 5 Tfeteefi 

12 534223 110114111009 MR USteatad 7 710. > fete 2 

13 31ft51 BADfoNI [FR)(15) (C) N Bfo» 7 7 10 FNodMlO 

■ISdictetd * 

Urtnm wtfft 7a. 109. 7ta* tanka? vugc ffldta TSr Sfo. 

BEfTMte 3-1 nsnringPWr, 11 2 CnMssllte—r. 13^1 fee Creek. 7-1 
P — iftn Wary, ft! Bigs s l C— 1 feH. THfra. 104 fta—n , 12-1 
Cn* Sho No. TTIliWfe. 14-1 Cl-JI SrpMSW, lb-1 Sea Mad Bad. 33d Itee 


| Q akI blackbrakemaden HANDICAP (CLASS 
*33 FJ £3^00 added lm 4f USytfs 

1 20400 UUEM)ER0HU(U)MFGaifey41O0 Dikited2 

2 050 UGWRBLECnONSf3QPPte*94&9_~ — SDmaieB 

3 00386 PASSWaaHANGtiap2)Pifafi5496_CLawfter(7)4 

« 230862 JEAN rests (22) i Paera 4 9 6 LDaOretg 

5 34004 AZIEC FCTSt (USA) (9) C Soosin 4 9 3 MBobsttel 

6 COCMK PBBMNB»1SnTp5}R5btnp593 — DRUc£tte7 

7 004332 SAMRpOEn-mQtelUaayABO T fete 11 

8 <60064 ADMNCEEASrmHOods5SO ACta*5 

5 2343H scwaz71£|yq Oil KSs^wser 3313 T Spate 10 

10 0000 VCraRaiM^BA){22)CHo^n4811_PldBfigwy9 

11 5&66 1RDWPqMBSraat369 SfateU 

12 532005 WOKAMfNimff 0AtaqrSnBi388_DHnfnal3V 

13 WOO UKT00USlADrfiJSA)(22) Wto*aon488 IfeteS 

— 23 

BERMS: 5-2 tea derm, 3-1 fast Rodtt*. l« SeHaaK « **m 
Ftar. (taring Btaagen, M Arham Eta, 1»1 larwdir Defe M-l 
Tmfa, 20-1 etten 


Ta~7 Ej GAVESTDN SELLWG STAKES (CLASS G) 
£2375 added lm 2f 169yds 

1 000000 BBMMDSVBI{BE)(7}MD0d&597 ACtatkTB 

2 00083 aSSSniAIfoflW«Cq)flF)JRHB89 7 L Dettori 3 

3 0-5000 PBa tD etCYWKMcAtafeS97 JF&m« 

4 05600 RUMC StWBOL (19) M Btarahani 6 9 7 lfefe(8 

5 006 TO KAMML0CN£U9DH)dB792 r ^RtetepS 

6 flMG FfKNE1IEF0MTI14)MraPDUtad4 93 RPfeelB 

7 08042 RJSWRDSE(28|RhcaahBK)592 Dftnta(3)2 

8 56 BOSALEERDMlEfiB) jBtnBeny592 MMbbIO 

9 0000- WOOOtAHDS SttHBY (J6) P Prttdart 6 9 2 NAfemiU 

10 04000 BBSH nCtXM[Rn(ft OCcqptM 338 HRtamr32V 

U 000(» REALfeEORE) (211) MMasgwr3B8 DenetTItaaia 

2? 6&06D VKroerxrnmp^DUaiH3a& 

13 00003 BUJBElLIUSSfBJ Mtan383 CBsM4 

_ — 

MTTlNftlBfl fe— fetafe ftlfetetafeT-B B fa teei llM ft iaiMte 
Fkflen, testa Sawn, 14-1 PncMenqr, Raolc SjnM, 20-1 otbera 

I A AKl “Shr BRIDGE HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£4,900 added lm 

1 52103 SHARP ROOT (Z7)(CE|P Item 6 100 S State 2 

I J0M5 AOMRMS R*UE fliE) {17] (DICVHOS 11— BDta(M4 

3 00003 £)fitCTW{17)P)0HadiJcnes598 J Carrel 13 

4 00400 SUAUACH (HE) PO) R HaftEhod 4 9 5 LMbaf* 

| 3««3 OTW MW J Bate 10 93 it Ffnocfc (6) 10 

B emoo- DeSSm»S((nQP4QTMtaDn493 JfeteU 

7 KMP«MBflmwOt3m»i593 D Hotel 3 B 

8 -60000 B0W.90UTH(BE}nPFe^fa490 fllWU 

9 2201-0. IIABmPS) l&WMnU-rtBtL ' 

10 11000 VBavnVNl(12)(CtAM>fete»te4813_4Dm<iME 
U 13604* HBJ05(2E)® DIAuaySrrifi 9811 __Cliarfher (7)1 

12 000041 COmtOHISt (10) A S Dow 8 & 7 M Retorts 9 

13 MMS5 CHS0KS RIGHT (10) SI9to383 . IFMiv? 

14 50323- C0IK CHOICE fH3JSpeBdrg3&l__taae teuton 7 

4-1 Steriftaurt, 5-1 Artafette. 6-1 Q test 7-1 Cotataet 
uatatah, M. HU FCkn, 10-1 Sooty te, IUCMh 
VBA 141 Hoke, 1&4 Dent lgn Rgpl Swtfi, Kota. 2M«oin»CMee 


sport 

World 
League 
set fair 
for future 

Nick Hading reports 
from Barcelona on 
promising signs for 
American football's 
international venture 

The World League season may 
have come to an end on Sunday 
night with the Barcelona Drag- 
ons beating the Rhein Fire 
38-24 in a thriller, but in a sense 
the most significant action is 
only just beginning. 

Since its relaunch in 1995 fol- 
lowing two iU -conceived cam- 
paigns in 1991 and 1992, 
Europe’s professional American 
football league has shown a 
durability which has surprised 
its critics, many of whom ex- 
pected the American-backed 
operation to fold again at the 
first sign of trouble. 

Instead, after a slow start it 
appears to be set for a lengthy 
stay, buoyed by steadily in- 
creasing attendances and dra- 
matic improvements in the 
overall standard of play. 

Last season more than a 100 
players with World League ex- 
perience saw action in the Na- 
tional Football League, a figure 
that should be swelled by a 
promising group from the cur- 
rent crop. Ibis is a si gnifican t 
factor supporting the League's 
long-term aspirations. 

The World League is a joint 
venture between the NFL and 
the Hut Television network: if 
NFL owners see a return on 
their investment in terms of use- 
ful improvements in players, 
they are likely to continue to 
give the international adver- 
tisement for the game their es- 
sential support 
Off the field, attendance fig- 
ures achieved a modest rise of 
five per cent over last season. 
On average. World League 
games attracted 18,000 fans, 
with the Frankfurt Galaxy lead- 
ing the way with passionate 
throngs of 35,000. Significant in- 
creases were achieved in Dus- 
seldorf and Amsterdam, 
although the picture was cloud- 
ed by disappointing dips in 
London and Barcelona. The 
league can probably allow for 
one of its six franchises to strug- 
gle, but is unlikely (o tolerate 
two. Over tbe last three seasons, 
the Monarcbs have attracted 
crowds of around 10,000, which 
is not a disastrous figure but that 
is disappointing when set 
against the impressive gates 
40,000 gates of six years ago. 

Tbe Dragons have been in 
freefall since the League’s re- 
turn and tbe 31,000 at Sunday's 
finale notwithstanding, the 
Spanish operation looks to be 
in trouble, its viability certain to 
be high on the agenda at 
League meetings this week. 

Given the importance of 
Britain in the League's overall 
marketing scheme, the London 
Monaichs’ fixture looks assured, 
although changes are likely. 
Concern over apathy in the 
capital has resulted in the for- 
mulation of a plan to take the 
Monarchs on the road next 
year, with cities such as Bristol 
and Birmingham possibly stag- 
ing games. 

"There are obviously con- 
cerns over London and 
Barcelona, but overall the signs 
are encouraging,” said Oliver 
Luck, the League's president 
“Tbe Scottish Claymores are the 
third-best supported team in 
Scotland behind Rangers and 
Celtic, the Amster dam Admi- 
rals are second only to Ajax, 
while in Dusseldorf and Frank- 
furt we're the biggest show in 
town.” 

All seems satisfactory on the 
television front “It has been an- 
other season of progress,” was 
the ‘encouraging verdict of 
Krieger, the executive vice- 
president of Fax Sports. “In ad- 
dition to more live telecasts in 
Europe than in previous years 
we have added important ter- 
restrial exposure in Holland 
and Spain, while total viewer- 
ship in the XJS is also up.” 

Perhaps the most telling 
moves occurred in tbe last two 
weeks. Ernie Stantner, the vet- 
eran coach who had led the 
Galaxy to the title in 1995, 
found that his contract had not 
been renewed. Then Mike 
Keller, the general manager of 
the Claymores, was riigmkft»-d 
following differences of opinion 
with head office. 

“This kind of turbulence 
shows how serious we are,” 
Luck said. “Both Ernie and 
Mike had done good jobs, but 
there were things we did not see 
eye to eye on. We need to have 
the best people we can in key 
positions.” 

With two seasons remaining 
on the current five-year deal, 
there is little talk of time run- 
ning out Quite the opposite, in 
fact Luck looks to a future 
which features two new expan- 
sion teams, an extended regu- 
lar season, and average crowds 
of 25,000. Bold plans perhaps, 
but the World League is noth- 
ing if not ambitious. 
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sport 

SECOND TEST: Opening stand thwarts tourists’ hopes of victory while Wame finds his form 

England’s batsmen redeem pride 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Lord's 
England 7 7. and 266-4 dec 
Australia 213-7 dec 
Match drawn 


England have not played the 
second Comhill Test well, but 
yesterday they played it jvell 
enough to keep a resurgent 
Australia from levelling this 
Ashes series. 

It is not often that you save 
a Test match after being 
bowled out for 77 but, thanks 
to a weighty contribution from 
inclement weather and a spir- 
ited performance by Michael 
Atherton and Mark Butcher, 
who shared a 162-run opening 
stand. England can now go to 
Old Trafford with their 
precious lead intact. 

The day did not pass with- 
out its tense moments, how- 
ever. and. when Australia took 
three wickets in IS balls im- 
mediately after tea, memories 
of England's self-destruction 
here against Pakistan last year, 
when they lost nine wickets af- 
ter lunch on the final day, 
came flooding back. 

At that stage England, who 
had just lost the left-handed 
Butcher for 87. were 202 for 4, 
and by no means out of the 
w'oods. With Australia declar- 
ing on their overnight toial of 
213 for 7, it meant that with 
just over 90 minutes to play 
England's lead was a mere 
64. 

England have balked be- 
fore under pressure from ma- 
rauding Aussies with their tails 
up. Fortunately, Graham 
Thorpe and John Crawley 
stemmed the hiccup with a dis- 
play of bold broad-batted 
strokes as Taylor's bowlers 
tired. Both were unbeaten 
when Atherton declared 40 
minutes from time, 130 runs 
ahead. Australia had tried 
gamely, but the pitch, while 
never becoming easy, had 
slowed appreciably as both 
day and ball wore on. 

With the day beginning on 
time, England needed and en- 
joyed luck against the new 


ball. At that stage, seam move- 
ment and indifferent bounce 
were still much in evidence, as 
scuttling “worm burners” 
mixed with snorters beat the 
bat, particularly Butcher's, 
with alarming regularity. 

When Butcher’s edge was 
found, by the persevering Paul 
Reiffel, the chance was spilled. 
Mark Taylor is a wonderful 
catcher in any position, and few 
seemed more surprised than 
the Australian captain when 
the chance at first slip went to 
ground. 

To his credit. Butcher did 
not allow the let-off to panic 
him and he ploughed on, ex-, 
asperating McGrath and Reif- 
fel with boundaries not always 
ending where the stroke in- 
tended. McGrath, his fuse 
shorter than a Koala bear’s 
eyesight, responded by resting 
the stability of the new Eng- 
land badge on BuLcber’s bat- 
ting helmet. 

It was undeniably the break 
both Butcher, who was on two 
at the time, and England need- 
ed, as an early breach would 
not only have swelled Aussie 
confidence, but exposed' the 
middle-order to the new ball 
as well. 

But. if Butcher needed a 
role model, there was no need 
ro look further than Atherton. 
Resolute, unbending of will 
and highly experienced in pro- 
tecting England’s rear, the 
England captain was back in 
familiar territory. In fact, his 
cool aplomb in dealing with the 
opposition's early surge' was 
crucial in helping Butcher Lo 
settle. In the end. their 162-run 
opening partnership was the 
highest since England played 
Pakistan at Headingley in 
1992. 

Lard’s has not been a par- 
ticularly fecund scoring ground 
for Atherton, and he has nev- 
er made a first-class hundred 
here. Ironically, the closest he 
has come was against Aus- 
tralia four years ago when, slip- 
ping going for a third run. he 
was run out on 99. Having been 
so close then, it would have 
irked him to have failed again 
with the milestone in sight. 

However, as a history 


Lord’s 

scoreboard 


Australia w on toss 

0 «LA»®- Ftet bufogs 77 tG D McGrath 
8 - 38 i. 

AUSTRALIA- First hwAngs 213 tar 7 dec 
at overnight total (M T G Stan 112 : A R 
CaddichATU. 

ENGLAND- Second Innings 

M A Butcher b wane __...^j87 

266 min. 210 balls. 14 touts . 

M A Atherton tot wicket b KasprowKZ-.77 
. 221 mfo. l&J bate, 10 fours 
M ) Smart c Kasptowtz b McGram ..13 
29 mki. 34 baas. 2 fours 

N Hussain c and b Wame - — ,.0 

S min. S bails 

G P Thorpe not out — 30 

60 mfo, 39 ba 0 & 4 foure 

J P-CwMey not out - 29 

51 tntn. 45 baBs. 4 fours 

Extras (b 8 . folA. wl, nb 7 > .'...30 

Tbtaf (ford dec, 318 79 overs) 288 

FUfc 1-162 (Atherton!, 2-189 iStewwfl. 3 - 
197 (Hussain), 4-202 Butcher!. ' 


BowfldC McGrath 20-5-6S-l(r*2) <84- 
10-0, 4-1-180, S-l-36-1); IWfW 134- 
■29hO(noa (5-2-0-0,4-0-134. 44-1-0): 
Kaqprowicz 154-54-1 (nb4) (6-2-14-0. 
-3-1-80. 50-351/7 Wane 154-47-3 twl) 
. (10-2-22-0, 1-1-00, 6-1-25-2]; Sevan 5 
149-0 (4-6-150. 4-1-14. 0)7 S Waugh 
4-WHM) ftit».qjefi). 

Profl^rac (Fifth day): SOt'Bl mm’ 194 
omr& Lunch: 70-0 (Butcher 24 ; Attwton 
'. 32 ) 29 Svere. 300: 154 nw. 37.4 overa. 
150: 204 min. 514 whs. Rain stopped 
play: 131 pm nea taken) 169-1 {Butcher 
66 , Sww art Jl 68 dwrs. 200: 260 mirr, 
64,1 curs. Z 50 t 299 rifo. 735 ones. Eng- 
; land dactoed at & 21 jxn. 
ButahertKkZOOmn 166 baits. 7 fours. 
Athatorfe50: 166 min, HAbats.5fouB5. 

MATCH DRAWN ' ‘ .. . . .. . 

Umpires: D R Shepherd anjlS Vdokawaf- 
havan. TV replay umpire: D J Constant. 
Match referee: R S Madugafle. .- 
Man of the match: GO MCGrath. Ar|n- 
'• cfcatar. I M OrappdL 
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graduate, it would probably in- 
terest Atherton to know that 
Peter May, the man whose 
captaincy record he beat in this 
Tfest, only ever scored one Test 
century at headquarters - an 
innings of 112 against South 
Africa in 1955. 

When it came, the captain's 
downfall was as unexpected as 
h was unusual. Normally, when 
a player treads oa his stumps, 
it is because his shot or his bal- 
ance is out of control. Neither 
applied to Atherton as he 
spoilt a neat clip down to fine 
leg off Kasprowicz by backing 
into his off-stump. Perhaps an 
earlier rap on the forearm 
from a McGrath bouncer had 
consciously made him take a 
larger step back. If not, it was 
a bizarre end to such a staunch 
innings, the first time Ather- 
ton can remember doing it. 

By then, however, Butcher, 
having reached bis maiden 
Test fifty, was beginning, as 
they say, to hit his straps with 
a series of cuts and cover 
drives. 

Opening the i nnin gs is the 
most mentally and technical- 
ly demanding job in Test crick- 
et. Butcher, despite this 
confidence-boosting 87, is not 
there yet, and he needs to erad- 
icate his tendency to allow his 
bat to get ahead of a stiff front 
pad. It is the reason Wame lat- 
er troubled him with turn out 
of the rough, and he was even- 
tually bowled by one that 
turned between bat and pad. 

After England's roller- 
coaster win at Edgbaston, Aus- 
tralia have come back strongly 
here. They may have a little 
more fine-tuning to do 
amongst the bowlers, but in 
McGrath, the Lord's man of 
the match for his first innings 
8 for 38, they uow have a 
bowler brimming with confi- 
dence and ire. 

Wame, too, looked more 
dangerous than of late and his 
removal of Nasser Hussain, 
caught and bowled for a duck, 
was leg-spin bowling at its 
teasing best. With Australia's 
forces at last beginning to 
gather, England can ill afford 
another batting catastrophe 
like the one here. 

From now. on, fortune and 
bad weather are unlikely to 
favour the weak, and England 
must return to the robustness 
that saw them prevail so hand- 
somely at Edgbaston. 



Mike Atherton avoids Glenn McGrath's bouncer yesterday 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Butcher’s confidence boost 


It was the most frustrating of Test 
matches and yet the cricket 
which was possible was never less 
than fascinating. In time to come, 
a brief glance at the figures will 
tell of a seemingly dull draw but 
that was far from the truth. 

This last day's play was as full 
of character, class and challenge 
as anyone could wish to see. 
England were up against it, 
the Australians were sniffing an 
unlikely victoiy, the pitch was 
awkward and the Australian 
bowlers full of confidence. 

The England openers had 
made six between them in the 
first innings and Mark Butcher 
knew that another failure might 
easily result m his not being rrc«J- 
ed for Old Trafford next week. 
Also, it was important that Eng- 
land should emerge from this last 


Henry Bktfek) on the opener who may 
just have done enough to keep his place 


day with some of the psycho- 
logical advantage regained. 

As it happened, the pitch was 
now slower than when play be- 
gan on Friday and this helped 
both Butcher and Mike Ather- 
ton early in their innings. Butch- 
er should have been caught at 
slip by Mark Taylor when he was 
two and Glenn McGrath and 
Paul Reiffel were an awkward 
proposition in the morning. 

Atherton did all that he 
could to encourage Butcher 
and to steady him down and his 
example provided his partner 
with the inspiration he need- 
ed. For the first two hours it 
was a desperate struggle for 


hira.and he became hopeless- 
ly enmeshed in the spin of 
Shane Wame. But he fought 
on. refusing to give the bowlers 
best and emerged after lunch 
as a batsman who, for the first 
time, looked at home at this 
level. 

There was an interesting mo- 
ment soon after lunch when a 
short one from McGrath got 
Atherton into a tangle. The Aus- 
tralians appealed vociferously 
for a catch behind but Srini 
Venkataraghavan rightly turned 
it down for the ball had come 
off Atherton's forearm. 

McGrath has a low boiling 
point and was clearly most un- 


Lancashire shorn of their best players 


Berkshire are likely to be disap- 
pointed if they are hoping to fete 
Lancashire's international players 
in todays Nat West Trophy first- 
round match at Old Trafford. 

Wasim Akram, Jason G alii an 
and Mike Watkmson have all 
been ruled out with injuries, and 
Neil Fairbrother is doubtful 
with a thigh strain. However, 
Michael Atherton will captain 
the side in Watkinson’s absence. 

Derbyshire, in turmoil fol- 
lowing the departure of their 


captain. Dean Jones, face a po- 
tentially tricky trip to Lindum to 
face Lincolnshire. The all- 
rounder Matthew Vhndrau is in- 
cluded in the squad along with 
the 21 -year-old off-spinner Si- 
mon Lacey. Lincolnshire’s cap- 
tain. Mark Fell, who played for 
Derbyshire in 1 983, leads a side 
that includes the former Not- 
tinghamshire players Russell 
Evans and Jonathan Wile man. 

Ireland, who claimed a shock 
victory' over Middlesex in the 


Benson and Hedges Cup this sea- 
son, travel to Headingley to 
meet Yorkshire. Decker Currie, 
whose 75 was a rpajor factor in 
their victoiy over Middlesex, re- 
turns to compensate for the de- 
parture of the South African 
captain. Hansie Cronje. 

Scotland take on Gloucester- 
shire in from of the television 
cameras having wanned up by 
competing in the Costamer Cup 
at Scarborough alongside York- 
shire and Durham recently. 


Gray shocks 
Everton by 
rejecting job 


Fbotball 

ALAN NIXON 

AND RUPERT METCALF 


less jcveiu-'uj “V < „ 

insr a dramatic U-turn, rejecting 
their job offer, and staying with 

Sky TV. . . . 

The former Scottish in- 
ternational striker, celebrated 
for his straight opinions as a 
pundit, left Everton feeling in 
the need of an action replay oi 
the events' of the past few days. 

Instead of being installed as 
the new Everton manager at the 
dub's scheduled press confer- 
ence, Gray was explaining his 
reasons for a baffling change of 
min d. “In my heart I wanted to 
manage Everton, in many ways 
it would have been the realisa- 
tion of a dream," he said. “But 
increasingly, over the week- 
end, my head has been telling 
me different things-" 

“Maybe I got a Little carried 
away with all the speculation, 
and to take the job and then let 
the supporters down would 
have been too much to bear." 
Gray added. 

(■fray's decision, broken to the 
club by his agent, came as a 
complete shock to Everton, 
who believed they had finally 
found someone keen to be 
their manager. The strong- 
minded Scot even told the club 
chairman, Peter Johnson, that 
he wanted Richard Money, 
Manchester City’s coach, and 
Kenny Hibbitt, Cardiff City s di- 
rector of football, as his man- 
agement team. That closed the 
door on the other half of John- 
son's proposed dream ticket — 
Howard Kendall, currently 
Sheffield United's manager. 

Gray also went to the extent 
of telling Everton who he 
planned to buv, headed by As- 
ton Villa's Dwight Yorlce, and 
leaked the hit-list to several 
newspapers. Now the news has 


left Everton stunned and still 
seeking a saviour. 

Kendall, much as he loves his 
old club, surely has too much 
pride to answer any call now. 
Bobby Robson will once more 
be linked with the job. His fu- 
ture aL Barcelona is in doubt, 
despite his claims that he will 
remain in Spain. 


am aghast that the man h3s 
behaved Se this. It is quite dif- 
ficult to believe and to take in. 
Johnson said. “Andy Gray ap- 
plied for the job, came to an in- 
terview with us and then went 
straight cut from the interview 
and started talking about the 
iob We have been nothing oth- 
er than the totally wronged 
party in this episode. What has 
happened has shocked me. You 
can gather I’m very ups<?t- 

There was no such drama at 
The Dell, where Dave Jones, as 
expected, was confirmed as the 
new manager of Southampton. 

Jones has agreed a four-year 

contract worth £ 200 . 000 -a-year 

to take over from Graeme Sou- 
ness. who resigned last month. 
He brings his assistant- John 
Sainty, with him from Stockport 
County, who will collect 

£200,000 in compensation tor 

losing their managerial team. 

Phil Boersma, who had been 
No 2 to Souness at- The DdL wul 
join his old boss at Torino, the 
Italian Serie B club who named 
Souness as their new coach last 
week. There is no role at the 
Saints, however, for their former 
manager Lawrie McMenemy. 
who quit as director of football 
when Souness resigned but then 
asked for his job back. 

Celtic's new general manag- 
er is Jock Brown, a 51-year-old 
lawyer and TV commentator 
wbo is the brother of the Scot- 
land coach, Craig Brown. He 
will have responsibility for 
transfer dealings and contracts, 
and will help the dub find a new- 
head coach. 

Sheffield United have spent 
£750,000 to sign the Greek 
right wing-back, Vassiiis Borbo- 
Ids, from AEK Athens on a 
three-year contract. Crystal 
Palace have offered a trial lo the 
Israeli international Itzhak Zo- 
bar, a £lm-rated 26-year-old 
midfielder with the Israeli 
champions, Beitar Jerusalem: 

Brighton and Hove Albion 
are confident they can conic up 
with the £500,000 bond dem- 
anded by the Football League 
to safeguard the club’s future. 
The original deadline to pay the 
bond to secure their place in the 
League was last Friday, but le- 
gal difficulties led to a delay and 
the League approved an ex- 
tension until this week. 


happy. It was the end of the over 
and wicketkeeper Ian Healv. 
knowing his man. strode down 
the pitch past McGrath to the 
umpire. Hecnllected McGrath's 
sweater and cap and delivered 
them to the owner, avoiding a 
confrontation. HeaJy will soon 
be Australia's permanent 
representative ai the United 
Nations. 

By the time Aihertnn had 
trodden on his stumps. Butcher 
had learned lo look after himself. 
His strokes after lunch, especially 
those he played through the off- 
side off the front fool, were a de- 
light and seldom has one seen a 
batsman swell with confidence as 
he did in the course of a single 
innings. The day was made even 
better after lea by Warne's best 
spell so far in this series. 


Owen strikes again 
for England youth 


The only two all first -class ties 
lake place at Lord's, where Kent 
will face Middlesex, and The 
Oval for Surreys match against 
an ever-improving Durham side. 

The all-rounder Mark Eal- 
ham returns in the Kent side at 
Lord's, having played there in 
the second Test over the past 
five days, while Graham Cow- 
drey will have to test on a ham- 
string strain suffered while 
fielding during yesterday's 
match against Durham. 


NICHOLAS HARUNG 

reports from Johor Bahru, 
Malaysia 

England 1 

Mexico 0 


The kind of clinical finishing 
which may regularly adorn An- 
field on Liverpool's behalf next 

season gave England their third 
successive win in the World 
Youth Championships here. 
The performance, though, was 
nothing to write home about. 

Needing no more than a draw 
from their final Group F fixture 
to make sure of staying “at 
home" for their first match in the 
knock-out stages, a formidable 
one against Argentina, the hold- 
ers, on Thursday, England gave 
i he distinct impression that was 
their ultimate aim. But Michael 
Owen went one better by shoot- 
ing the 65th-minute goal that 
won the game. 

England's progress was al- 
ready guaranteed but by field- 
ing his strongest side, Ted 
PtiweU, the manager, had clear- 
ly decided that second place in 
the group, which would have 
taken his side to Sarawak for a 
tricky game against France, was 
not in their best interests. 

That is now Mexico's lot hut 


Lara rediscovers his touch 


TONY COZIER 

reports from Kingstown, St 
Vincent 

Wtest Indies i47 and 226-3 

Sri Lanka 222 


Unusually but suitably re- 
strained. Brian Lara guided the 
West Indies through a tense 
morning session on the fourth 
day of the second and final Tfest 
against Sri Lanka here yesterday. 

At lunch the dapper left- 
hander had moved from his 
overnight 30 to 8S and the 
West Indies, behind by 75 on 
first innings after their Friday 
collapse of 147. were 226 for 3. 
They were ahead by 151 but 
with a fragile lower order to fol- 
low. Lara’s continued presence 
and the extension of his un- 
broken partnership of S3 with 
Carl Hooper was essential. 

Lara came to the wicket on 
the rain-disrupted third day 


under even gloomier clouds 
than those that havered over the 
Amos Vale ground He had con- 
tributed only five runs in his pre- 
vious three innings and. to 
boot, had been again fined by 
the team management for his 
latest indiscretion: his late ar- 
rival prior to the first Test. 

He had put his head down 
with the obvious determina- 
tion to compensate for those 
failures on the previous after- 
noon. After escaping with a rash 
drive outside off stump that flew 
through vacant third slip off 
Ravin dra Pushpakumara’s first 
ball of the morning, he again 
showed due diligence. 

He lost his inexperienced 
overnight partner, the left- 
handed Floyd Keifer after 15 
minutes to a flailing drive out- 
side off-stump from Push- 
pakumara that touched a catch 
to the keeper and controlled 
proceedings with Hooper for 
the remainder of the session. 


The off-spinner Muttiah Mu- 
ralitharan posed the main 
threat with his prodigious turn 
and bounce and Lara made it 
his job to look after the danger. 
He raised his 50 with a lofted 
on-drive for four and soon fol- 
lowed it with a similar stroke 
Lhat carried for six. When Mu- 
rabtharan switched ends just be- 
fore lunch. Lara carted him 
through the covers for three of 
his overall 10 boundaries in the 
last over before the break. 
iFourtt aw Sri Lama won tassi 
WEST|NDES-"Rrttlnita£ 147 iCL Hoop- 
er 81 : K R Pushpakumara 5 - 4 ij 
SRI LANKA - First tnrtogs 222 (5 T Jay* 
suriya 30 : Hoockt 5 - 26 i 
WEST INDIES - Second Innings 
fOwngir 128 to 2 ) 

B C Lara not out 88 

FLRafaGKOLJMftararabPtfilti^^ 18 

C L Hooper not out 26 

Extras i& 3 . I 5 g. nt) 4 i IS 

Total (for 3, 63 oven) 

To bat: R i Holder. I A Bwhop. 1 0 Brawne. 
CEL Ambrose, F A Rose. -C A Wabb. 
Bowing: 5 c de Siva 13 - 1 - 52 - 0 . Pusn- 
Wkjnara 14 - 2 - 62 - 2 ; Munrttharan 26 - 8 - 71 - 
1 ; Warmaseno 10 - 1 - 30-0 inhli. 

Umpfces: Slew Emu. nor iwea imwsi. Doug 
Cowe i New Zealand 


BANK OF SCOTLAND 
BANKING DIRECT® 
INTEREST RATE CHANGE 

With effect from 18th June 1997, interest rates 
payable on the undernoted account have changed. 


£250,000 and above 
£25,000 to £2-49,999 
£10,000 to £24,999 
£5,000 to £9,999 
Less than £5,000 


Gross%* 

6.08 

5.75 

4.75 
4.00 
3.25 


BABKOFSCOTUlID 

banking direct 
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)awson recatta 
face Austral 


the bonus for them, should they’ 
succeed, will be to avoid Brazil 
until the final. Powell obvious- 
ly prefers to face Brazil sooner 
rather than later for if Argenti- 
na are beaten, England would 
then probably face them next. 

All of which means that Eng- 
land will do well to tighten 
their defence. When England 
belatedly started to come for- 
ward Jamie Carragher sent 
Kieron Dyer away with a sub- 
lime pass only for the Ipswich 
playerto let himself down with 
an awfol first touch. 

David Lucas, the England 
goalkeeper, then saved well 
lew down from Omar Avilan be- 
fore Gerardo Torres shot into 
the side netting. When Lucas 
turned creator with a long clear- 
ance, Danny Murphy flicked the 
ball on. Owen was away but the 
angle was still against him. He 
made light of that with a love- 
ly low shot lhat was hacked out 
by Christian Ramirez only when 
the ball had travelled a good 
foot over the line. It was Owen's 
third goal in as many games. 

EWHAND: Lucas (Preston): WbHvrhV '.Man- 
waster Luoi. Curfls (Manchester UtUJ. Broomes 
Shephard (Leedai. Monte iChafeM). 
■“jjson (Lsodsi. Csragher (LwarDoaQ, Dyar ®> 
wjeto. Murphy iCrewaj, Owen 'bvenxwli. Sub- 
sMuta: Crows (Arsenal! tor Sfteptwrd. 87. 

After® Benran, Ranrarez. Hierro, Trup- 
to (Maldonado. 82), Rowes (Mora. 711. Sanchez, 
tores. Carnio. Avilan. LHfingsmi. 

Hefenw: F NUoy* (Senegal!. 
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Lions pick 
Redman 
as captain 


Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT “ 

reports from Durban 

Nigel Redman spent much of 
yesterday pinching himself on the 
arm and rubbing his eyes in dis- 
belief but by the end of a relax- 
ing afternoon on the shores of 
the Indian Ocean, the eternally 
popular second row forward 
from Bath had finally come to 
terms with the latest unexpect- 
ed twist to his rugby career. Two 
months ago. Redman was weigh- 
ing up the pros and cons of im- 
minent retirement. This evening, 
he leads the lions against Free 
Slate in Bloemfontein.- 

“I said when 1 arrived in South 
Africa a couple ofweeks ago that 
being selected for the Lions was 
beyond belief but it just gets bet- 
ter," said the 32-year-old 
paragon of ho nest-to- goodness 
sporting dedication whose lead- 
ership experience is restricted to 
an England Under-23 game with 
Spain in 1985 and a couple of 
midweek lour matches in Cana- 
da four years ago. "Just at the mo- 
ment, I'm in a dream. Wonderful 
things keep happening." 

Dropped more often in the 
course of a, 13-year, 20-cap in- 
ternational career than any oth- 
er player in English history, 
Redman ended last season as the 
eighth lock in his country’s peck- 
ing order. Martin Johnson and 
Simon Sbaw were safely on 
board with the Lions and five 
others - John Fowler, Chris 
Murphy, Martin Bayfield, 
Garath Archer and his dubmate, 
Martin Haag - were also rated 
ahead of the "senior citizen” of 
the litter. It was only when in- 
juries and under-21 call-ups 
took their toll that Redman was 
given the remotest sniff of a pboe 
on England's tour of Argentina. 

Investing heavily in the gift 
horse philosophy of life, be per- 
formed well enough to force a 
place in the first Test against the 
P umas and, when Doddie Weir 
was kicked off the Lions tour by 


ga, he received the call from Fran 
Cotton, the tour manager. Now 
he captains the non-Tea side 
in perhaps the most demand- 


ing midweek fixture of the lot. 

“Its a big challenge to fly from 

the coast on the day of the 
match and play at altitude against 
a Super 12 side of Free State's 
quality," said Redman, who also 
discovered yesterday that he was 
required for England’s one- 
match trip to Australia in a lit- 
tle over a fortnight’s time. 
“However, I*m sure the difficult 
circumstances will focus and in- 
spire us.” He need have no fear 
on that score, particularly with a 
small handful of colleagues chas- 
ing places in the line-up for the 
second Test with the Spring- 
boks in Durban on Saturday. 

Foremost among those is 
Eric Miller, the young Irish No 
8 originally given the nod for last 
weekend's Test in Cape Tbwn 
but forced to withdraw through 
illness. With the lions’ hierar- 
chy accepting that their ride will 
need to play more expansively 
if they are to clinch the series 
at Kings Park, a dynamic dis- 
play from Miller tonight could 
persuade the selectors to re- 
think their back row options. 

“It’s going to take a monu- 
mental effort to force a change 
in a winning line-up," Miller said 
His sentiments were echoed by 
John Bentley, the straight-talk- 
ing right wing from Newcastle, 
who added: “Fran has said 
tonight’s performances wfl] be 
taken into account and he’s a 
man of his word so it's up to us 
to give Him m use to consider us." 

Free State have named a 
strong side despite the loss of Os 
du Ranch, Naira Drotske, Andre 
Venter and Werner Swanepoel 
to the Springboks. Three of the ir 
back five forwards - Ryno Op- 
perman, Braam Eb and Jaco Co- 
etzee -faced the Lions with the 
Emerging Springboks and (hey 
have Johan Erasmus, their out- 
standing wing forward, available. 

BRITISH aiSSrtMnvm (Naraasfleand En*- 
tonaj: JBanttoy (Nwaotodnd EngarnS. A SMa- 
man [Rlcftmon d and Mfeioj. W Gmwwood 
(Lewestwl, T Undonmed (Newcastle and Eng- 
tandi; M Catt IBath and B^and), A Henley 
Oaoesterand Engand): G R u x uti tta (lafcas&r 
and EtymH B Mini IBeftmcmj and Waiai. 
D Yooae (Cartfl and utafeot. N Rodman (Bad) 
and Ergsnd. capo. 8 Star (Wasps and EngareC. 
R VUimV* Matacmans anflSccdsiD. E Wfer 
(teoatar and lutotf l. M Bodt flacegaf and Eng- 
lartf-Raptacamant i N Bari (North a n v sn and 
En&ntf. M JoaUm iPomwnM ana Wales/. A 
BmelCMiSmcens and (Bra- 

in* and England). J Leonard (Haitaqum and Eng- 
land], A Hpm* (Saracens and Engand). 


Dawson recalled to 
face Australia 


The Lions' hero Matt Dawson 
has clinched a place in Eng- 
land's 27-man squad for the Test 
match against Australia in Syd- 
ney next month. 

The Northampton scrum- 
half Dawson yesterday 
leapfrogged Vfesps rival Andy 
Gomarsall following his 
sparkling performance that 
helped the Lions to an unfor- 
gettable 25-16 victory over 
world champions South Africa. 

England's entire 21-strong Li- 
ons contingent have accepted in- 
vitations for the July 12 game. It 
means that just six players - the 
captain Phi) de Glanvflle, Ade- 
dayo Adebayo, Alex King. Dar- 
ren Garforth, Phil Greening and 
Ben Clarice - will fly out from 
Heathrow on Thursday week. 

The Lions group travel from 
Johannesburg after the July 5 
third Test, although their cap- 
tain, Martin Johnson, has yet to 
make a final decision. The 
Leicester lock may opt to rest 
a niggling groin problem, 
putting Nigel Redman on stand- 
by for his 20th cap. 

Newcastle wing John Bent- 
ley's impressive Lions form is re- 
warded with a place ahead of 
Bath flier Jon Sleigh tholme, 
while Gomarsall misses out be- 
hind Dawson, Kyran Bracken 
and Austin Healey. 

Seven players have been 


omitted from England’s origi- 
nal 38-man squad. They are 
Sleigh tholme, Gomarsall, Nick 
G reeast ock, Paul Grayson, 
Mark Mapletoft. Kevin Yates, 
Richard CockertH; Martin 
Haag, Danny Grewcocfc. Mar- 
tin Cony and Chris Sheasby. 

Gomarsall is not the only Ar- 
gentina tourist who misses out 
- England’s midfield riches ac- 
counting for Wasps centre Nick 
Greenstock, front row resources 
freezing out Kevin Yates and 
Bristol captain Martin Cony an 
unlucky rack row casualty. 

The English Lions will leave 
Johannesburg on July 7, and be- 
cause of third Tfest injuiy risks, 
England's 21 will not be finalised 
anti] everyone arrives in Sydney. 

ENGLAND SQUAD (England laquad. V Km 
traflo, Sydney, 12 July): T Sampson (Nsn* 
castle). N Beal (Northampton). T Underwood 
(Newcastle). J Bentley (ttaaeaato). A AOe- 
bays (Bad". P do Blenvlilo (Bath, captl. w 
Greenwood (Lnootart. J Oeooott iSaftV M 
Catt (Beth). A King (Wasps). K Bracken Sara- 
cen*, A Henley (Ureestffl. M Ooeraon 
(NonjiampfflnK 6 Rowntroo (LricesteO, D G»r- 
forth iLBtceoBQ.J Leonard IHarierams). « 
Rogan {BnsroD. P flroonUig iBoucesWI, M 
John* on (Iwaaad. S Stow Otam ). N Red- 
man (Batni. L Dallogtlo CUrko 

iBcnraond), R HIM (Sraweraj. M Book 
(Laeastel. r Rodder (Nontiampienh T 
Dlprooe (Saracens), 

■ Two more placers have left 
Gloucester, bringing the num- 
ber of departures in just one 
week to II. The scrum-balf 
Charlie Mulraine is moving to 
Moseley and the lock Nick Yel- 
land is returning to Cornwall to 
join Penzance. 


Els on top of the world 


Golf 


Ernie Els became the first 
South African to head the worid 
rankings when he won the 
Buick Open in Harrison, New 
York, on Sunday to add to his 
triumph at the US Open. 


y THE INDEPENDENT 

live commentary 

0891 881 485 


ROUND UP 

0891 525 075 


Els took over as worid No 1 
from Tiger Wxxls, who held the 
position for just one week, and 
is the 10th player to lead since 
the rankings began in 1986. 

Pis won his second successive 
Buick Open by shooting a two- 
under-par 69 in the final round, 
holding off a familiar rival, Jeff 
Maggert. 

Els, at 16-under-par 268, fin- 
ished two strokes ahead of 
Maggert, whose three-under 
68 left Him in second place be- 
hind the South African for the 
second year in a now at the 
I Westchester Country Club. 

Maggert also pushed Els 
down the final stretch in the 
Open at Congressional Iasi 
j week before stumbling at the 
end and finishing fourth. 

“If there are horees for cours- 
es, this is probably my golf 
I course," Els said- “Obviously, I 
I fove the place. It’s a great feel- 
ing to win ben: again. 

Results, Sporting Digest, 
page31 





sport 

Timely triumph can trigger 
boost to British athletics 


Jonathan Edwards, of Britain, shows winning form in the triple jump 
in the European Cup at Munich on Sunday 


Malcolm Arnold, Britain's director of 
coaching, believes the weekend’s Eu- 
ropean Cup victory will have a re in- 
vigorating effect on a sport that has 
been perceived as being on the wane 
in some quarters. “Hopefully it will 
bring sponsors tack into die sport who 
were perhaps having doubts about the 
quality of the people involved." 

The event could hardly have turned 
out better for Britain in terms of en- 
couragement for the immediate future. 

The startling victory by Robert 
Hough in the steeplechase was the most 
dramatic example of new talent com- 
ing to the fore. The 25-year-old sports 
consultant making his international de- 
but, was dazed by what had happened 
to him in the aftermath of outsprint- 
ing Italy’s Olympic bronze medallist, 
Alessandro Lambruscbini. 

Hough studied German at Sheffield 
University, and now supplements his 
income by translating. His perfor- 
mance late on the second day translated 
the possibility of a British victory into 
a .probability. 

The third place in the 800m earned 
by Mark Sesay- also 25, also making 
his international debut - gave Britain 
another unexpected lift. It may yet 
prove to be a profoundly important per- 


Mike Rowbottom 

reports on the valuable 
stimulus provided by 
European Cup victory 

form an ce for a runner whose out- 
standing junior career was followed by 
a long sequence of illness and injury. 

Donna Fraser, second in the 400m 
in a personal best; Janine Whitlock, 
who pul seven centimetres on to her 
British pole vault record of 4.03; 
Robert Weir, who secured a hugely im- 
portant second place in the discus be- 
hind Germany's Jurgen Schuli: these 
were the unheralded athletes who can 
depart Munich with pride. 

The lingering possibility that Linford 
Christie might deride - or be persuaded 
-to gp bade on Ins decision not to com- 
pete in this summer's World Champi- 
onships was raised once again by a 
comment from Roger Black in a tele- 
vision interview. 

Britain’s double Olympic silver 
medallist, chosen to take over theieam 
captaincy from Christie after the Eu- 
ropean Cup, said he would stand aside 
if the sprinter wanted to compete id 
A thens. 


“It would be ridiculous for Linford 
to be in the team and not captain," 
Black said yesterday. “1 spoke to Lin- 
ford about it, and be appreciated the 
gesture, But he told me that he wasn't 
going to change his mind. 1 really don’t 
think he win. I just wanted to make sure 
that if the issue ever arose it wouldn't 
be a problem." 

■ Paul Edwards, the international shot 
putter who received a four-vear dop- 
wg ban in 1994, has lost his High Court 
action to return to competition. 

Edwards claimed he was being un- 
fairly treated compared to athletes in 
other European countries, such as 
Germany and Russia, who had returned 
half-way through four-year tans citing 
civil law on restraint of trade. 

Bui his plea was rejected by Judge 
Gavin Lightman. “We are pleased," a 
British Athletic Federation spokes- 
woman said. “We have been told that 
we have acted lawfully in applying a 
four-year ban." 

Edwards, however, believes he can 
return to competition by joining a Ger- 
man club. “It's terribly complicated,” 
he said yesterday. “I find it unbeliev- 
able. But as far as I'm concerned I’ll 
be joining a German club and com- 
peting in this country again." 
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And you thought 
Saturdag was 
the longest dag. 


Forget ceremonies ot Stonehenge. Today is the dou when oil true believers congregate at cricket grounds across the country 
to ceiebrote the start of the NatWest Trophy. The dou when the faithful eon do nothing but nervously watch end wait. And wait. 
And wait. To see if their side get through to the Second Round. 

Ali we at Not West con do is hope that, for some of you at least, today is the down of o new era. 


A NatWest 

More than just a bank 


Nolional Westminster Bonk Pfc. Registered Olfrce: 4J Lolhbunj. London EC2P 2BP. Registered in Engkmd No 929027. 
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Inaugural ball: Daniel Nestor (right) serves to Tim Henman at the start of the first match on No 1 Court at Wimbledon yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


New places, old familiar faces 



It is a British pecu- 
liarity that they like 
new things to look 
old. They seek to live 
in houses with a 
Georgian facade 
stapled to the front, and they like to 
go to No 1 courts that are virtually 
identical. 

The crust of the new No 1 at the All 
England Qub is draughtsman 's-sketch 
modem, ah angles and plant pots. A 
person taken to the interior under 
blindfold would find it difficult to tell 
the difference from the old arena, how- 
ever. A use has been found for those 
great vats of dark green paint left over 
from the last big job in SW19. 

Underneath the playing area is a 
merchandising shop and food hah 
and, for those who need to help to get 
over the twinges of a close encounter, 
a chemist and bar offer a variety of tran- 
auilliseis. The whole effect is of an Arn- 
dale Centre with a lawn on the roof. 

Such an edifice obviously requires 
an appropriate launch, and so it was 
that a clutch of multiple Wimbledon 
winners were invited to yesterday's 
opening ceremony. BilUe-Jean King 


was there in a purple suit on loan from 
Babar the Elephant , Boris Becker ap- 
peared to have stepped down from the 
poster of Reservoir Dogs and then there 
was Supermac or Superbrat, depend- 
ing on your tolerance levels. 

John McEnroe, who has cut a pres- 
idential figure until recent days (OK, 
he's sported Abraham Lincoln-type fa- 
cial hair) was back at the scene of his 
more celebrated crimes. There are 
grey, badger-like, flashes about the old 
warrior's temples these days, but an 
impish humour remains. The com- 
memorative silver salver he received 
was sent up to his fingertips and then 
transported around the court in but- 
ler fashion. 

Chris Evert was introduced as be- 
ing as “American as apple pie**, which 
rather ignored the fish and chip years 
when she was Mrs J M Lloyd. 

In the stands, there was Jackie 
Stewart and. just in case things turned 
seriously inclement. Sir Cliff Richard. 
If the sky had even approached the 
blue severity of the Young One’s jack- 
et, play would not have been punctu- 
ated. As it was, there was weather that 
once gave Vivaldi the idea for a com- 


Richard Edmondson 

sees a meeting of past 
and present in the 
impressive No 1 Court 

position. Cold winds, blue skies, sun- 
shine, great bunches of cumulo nim- 
bus and rain followed each other in 
random succession. 

The Duke of Kent measured the 
height of the net and then set about 
his momentous speech. U I now declare 
the No 1 court officially open," he 
opened and concluded. Those on the 
after-dinner speaking circuit are be- 
lieved to have slept soundly last night- 
The Duke was applauded, but then 
he was not alone. The Brits are a great 
nation of clappers and there was even 
a volley when the Royal Signals re- 
moved the covers. This seemed to an- 
swer the long-pondered riddle of what 
the studio audience of Noel’s House 
Party does during the week. 

In the new amphitheatre was the old 
stew of humanity, the polite club 
members, the exhibitionists (in this case 
four gentlemen wearing orange fluo- 


rescent police helmets) and the school- 
girls programmed to trill “Come on, 
Tim’^every 45 seconds. For yes, the 
man who was chosen to christen the 
new turf was the golden boy himself, 
Timothy Henman. 

Our hero emerged with the tongues 
wagging both in die crowd and his ten- 
nisshoes. He may non 1 be 22 and slight- 
ly bulkier than this time 12 months ago, 
but his body seems unwilling to cross 
the Rubicon into adulthood. Henman 
remains everyone's brother or son for 
each day he appears at Wimbledon. 

It was left to another to hit the first 
ball in the new stadium, however. Amir 
Ghoneim of Egypt holds the cachet of 
having hit the last ball on the old court 
and it may be he rather fancied the idea. 
He served the concluding double fault 
of a Davis Cup tie. Yesterday, Daniel 
Nestor of Canada hit the first ball. 

There were several spaces in the sec- 
ond tier during the knack-up. but these 
seats had been left empty by Cassan- 
dra and her friends. They knew that 
as the practice neared completion 
the skies would deposit. By the time 
the players returned, the prophets had 
taken their places and there was hard- 


ly a vacant spot in the 1 1,000-seater au- 
ditorium. 

The entire emotional tide was with 
Henman. For him, it must have been 
like taking part in school sports day and 
having everyone else’s parents cheer 
you on as welL Team England tri- 
umphed in the end, but it took a cu- 
ticle-threatening first set to kick start 
the victory. 

As the match matured, there was a 
palpable sense of disquiet among the 
crowd, the sort of feeling they have 
been dispensing about their male ten- 
nis players for a lot longer than Hen- 
man has inhabited planet earth. Into 
the tie-break, there was a tone of great 
anxiety in the collective larynx. 

David Felgate, our man’s coach, 
watched these proceedings with elbows 
on knees, muttering to himself and 
twitching. It was a good job he was not 
down there for us on the greensward, 
as he would have needed masking 
tape just to keep the racket in his hand. 

A forehand return down the line lat- 
er, Felgate was able to exhale at 
13-11. The first set had been won, but 
it had threatened to give Christiaan 
Barnard an awful lot of work. 


Majoli savours the green grass of victory 


GUY HODGSON 



You would have 
thought Iva Majoli had 
just won the French 
Open again. Indeed, 
she admitted it was al- 
most as good. Her 
smile lit up the grey skies when she de- 
feated Argentina's Maria Diaz-Oliva 
yesterday and she bowed with utter de- 
light to the Court Two crowd. 

When she took her first Grand 
Slam title in Paris two weeks ago, she 
said her dream was to win a match at 
Wimbledon, where she had a 100 per 
cent record of failure. Yesterday, that 


dream came true: 2-6, 6-0, 6-3. “It was 
a release,” the fourth seed said. 

“People have said 1 should do well 
on grass but it’s tough to play when you 
come to the court and you think: *Oh 
my gosb. I’ve never won a match’. I'll 
have more confidence now. I feel 
good about myself.” 

It is doubtful if Majoli fell that way 
when she surrendered the first set in 
24 minutes, but she remembered the 
advice she had got from the former 
champions, Martina Navratilova and 
Billie Jean King, beforehand, and 
turned the match around. “They told 
me if I bent my knees, be down low 
and move well, Fd have a chance. They 
were really happy for me.” 


Majoli was happy too, so much so 
that even Eastbourne, which put her 
on an outside court last week when she 
fell, as the French champion, she de- 
served better, got off relatively light- 
ly. “That’s past and I don’t really feel 
like talking about it,” she said. “That’s 
a tournament I'll probably never play 
in again in my life. I thought it was un- 
fair but it was their decision. Now I’m 
fine and I’m at Wimbledon.” 

So was Dinu Fescariu. but he was 
less than thrilled. For most of us, the 
thunder rumbled at Wimbledon 1997 
just as the clock hit ipm. but he was 
the exception. For him the storm be- 
gan as soon as the first ball was struck. 

To get Goran Ivanisevic, the second 


seed, in the first round is bad enough 
when you are a seasoned player on 
grass. The Romanian was making his 
debut on the lawns of the All England 
club and was not enjoying the experi- 
ence. With the ball crashing past his 
ears, you could not blame him. 

Someone recently ranked Mark 
Philippe ussis as the fastest server in the 
world, but Fescariu might beg to dif- 
fer. Ivanisevic’s first has the velocity of 
a missile, his next - you could not de- 
mean it by describing it as a second 
serve - is merely impossibly swift Court 
Two carries the nickname “the Grave- 
yard of champions”: on this occasion 
It was the challenger who was menially 
carried off on the stretcher. 


Now Edberg 
has time to 
visit Harrods 

One familiar face who will be 
missing from Wimbledon this 
year, and not because of injury, 
is Stefan Edberg. 

Edberg was still only 30 when 
he bowed out of big-time ten- 
nis following the Davis Cup fi- 
nal against France, which ended 
on 1 December last year. 

The Swede, who has made his 
home in London, won Wim- 
bledon in 1988 and 1990, was 
the world No 1 for 72 weeks in 
the early 1990s and played in a 
record 54 successive Grand 
Slam tournaments, ending his 
great run at the 1996 US Open, 
where one of his victims was 

Tim Henman. 

Ed berg's behaviour on court 
was impeccable in an age of ris- 
ing tempers, but his modesty 
was even more pronounced. 
When he won Wimbledon for 
the first time, he was worried he 
would no longer be able to shop 
in Harrods because he may 
have been recognised. 


YESTERDAY'S RESULTS 


Men’s singles 
First round 

Holder R Krafjeck (Netty 

G IVANISEVIC (Croa) bt D Pescariu 
(Rom) 6-1 6-3 6-3 


A Pavel (Rom) bt F Dewuff (Bel) 6-1 
4-6 2-6 6-2 6-3 


C MOVA (Sp) btS Bryan (US) 7-6 6-3 
4-6 6-2 


A Richardson (GB) bt S Duran (Sp) 
7-6 6-3 6-3 


B Steven (NZ) bt L Roux (Fr) 6-2 6-2 
7-6 


T HENMAN (GB) bt D Nestor (Can) 
7-6 6-1 6-4 


R KRAJICEK (Neth) bt M Craca (Ger) 

7-6 6-2 6-4 


J Viloca (Sp) bt M-K GoeJlner (Ger) 
7-5 4-6 7-6 7-6 


J Frana (Arg) bt M Damm (Cr Rep) 
6-7 6-4 6-3 6-2 


Women’s singles first 
round 

Holder S G rot (Ger) 

I SPIRLEA (Rom) bt H Nagyova (Slo- 
vak) 6-1 6-0 

M Maleeva (Bui) bt J Pudin (GB) 6-1 
6-3 


G Leon Garcia (Sp) bt M Erxio (Japan) 
6-3 6-3 


C Torrens-vaiero (Sp) bt G Pizzichini 
(It) 1-6 6-3 6-4 

D Chtadkova (Cz Rep) bt S Weinova 
(Cz Rep) 7-6 6-4 

L DAVENPORT (US) bt T Jones (US) 
5-7 6-2 6-2 

I MAJOU (Croa) bt M Diaz Oliva (Arg) 
2-6 6-0 6-3 


Men’s doubles 
qualifying 

R Koenig (SA> and A Rueb (US) bt D 
Norman (BeD and K Thome (US) 6-1 
4-6 6-3 

B Blwood and P Tramacchi (Aus) bt 
B Behrens (US) and C Haggard 
(SA) 6-7 6-4 7-5 

D Diluda (US) and R Smith (Bah) bt 
R Laverwie and S Simian (Fr) 6-7 
7-5* ~ 
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“This is a dream come tnje, get- 
ting through the first round of 
Wimbledon. After winning this 
match. 1 was almost as happy 
as when I won the French 
Open." Iva Majoli after her 
2-6. 6-0, 6-3 victory over Ar- 
gentina's Mariana Diaz Oliva. 

“I have much more confidence 
playing on grass and just feel 
much better on this surface. Last 
year, before going to WimbJedon, 
I just didn't feel good on grass 
and this year 1 feel very happy, 
very loose and really enjoying 
playing on grass." Richard Kra- 
jceck, who made a winning start 
to his defence of the Wimble- 
don title by beating Germany's 
Marcello Craca 7-6, 6-2, 6-4. 

This is the 12th year I’ve lined 
up here. Usually I’d only come 
on the Saturday but { wanted to 
make sure I could get tickets for 
Court One - you could call me 
a tennis addict." Frances 
Burgess, aged 37, from Oxford, 
who pitched her igoo tent on the 
footpath at the main entrance 
to Wimbledon at 8pm on Friday 
to ensure she could get a seat 
for the opening of Court One. 

“It was a great honour to play 
first on No 1.” Tim Henman. 

“Who, me?" John McEnroe, af- 
ter being introduced to the ca- 
pacity crowd on Court One as 
a man of “golden touch and 
fiery temperament". 


Feaver’s record 
safe for a while 


John Feaver, the former 
British Davis Cup player and 
dow a Lawn Tennis Association 
tournament director, can stop 
chewing his nails for the next 
couple of days at least. 

Back in 1976, Feaver. using 
an old fashioned wooden rack- 
et, created a Wimbledon 
record when he served 42 accs 
in his second-round match 
against the former three-time 
champion, John New combe, a 
match he nevertheless lost. 

Feaver, understandably, is 
quite proud of his record, but 
in recent years has always 
thought that one day Goran 
Ivanisevic, the King of the 
Aces, would surpasss it. 

But in his first-round match 
against the Romanian. Dinu 
Pescariu, Ivanisevic served 
only 24 en route to a 6-1, 6-3, 
6-3 win. although he only 
served for 12 games, working 
out at two aces per game. 




TOMORROW’S HEADLINE? 


Sampras slumps to Swede 

Vbu have to go back 30 years to the last time a No 1 seed was 
beaten-in the first round at Wimbledon, Manuel Santana los- 
ingto Charlie Pasarell. But for this year’s No 1, today’s meet- 
, ingwrth MikaelTrtlstrom is awkward. Sampras’s last two defeats 
haw bote been at the hands of Swedes (at the French Open 
and at Queen s) and he is out of sorts. Tillstrom's form has de, 
dm«! after a strong start to.tfte year and he has lost both his 
Sampras. But he is used to ignonne the 
sonpt at Wi mttecton, having beaten the about to retire Stefan 
BJbergla^year, and Sampras has been vulnerable early in Grand 
■ Slams before, it could be dose.’ • SimohO’te&n 
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day of Wimbledon 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Boys from the wet stuff 


The first set was a 21-minute rout 
that Ivanisevic, like Majoli a Croat, 
dominated so completely that he at- 
tempted a volley from between his legs 
by way of light relief. The second was 
closer in terms of score, but quicker 
at 19 minutes. By the end, the score- 
line of 6-1, 6-3. 6-3, was flattering, if 
anything, to Pescariu. 

Ivanisevic served 24 aces, a re- 
markable number in just 1 1 service 
games - two of which were won with 
four great blacksmith heaves of his for- 
midable left arm. He has served more 
before, but never at such a rate. 
Pescariu. understandably, looked thor- 
oughly miserable and almost shell- 
shocked. 


G i ft was hard yesterday in 
?SW19 to escape the 
memory of another great 
English sporting institution. 
Three months on, the dreaded 
word on most lips as the long 
queue of humanity stuttered its 
way through the Wimbledon 
gates on day one was Aintree. 

Fearful of the kind of dis- 
ruption inflicted on the Grand 
National in March by the IRA. 
the All England Club authorities 
were certainly taking no 
chances here. 

To facilitate the bag and body 
search of every spectator, the 
die-hard queuers are being 
restricted to one entrance only 
this year. The move made the 
wart longer than in previous 
years, but with typical British 
stoicism, the Wimbledon wor- 
shippers bore the delay and in- 


convenience with remarkable 
good humour. 

A medal ought to be struck 
for four intrepid souls from 
Southend, who took first place 
in the queue at 6pm on Sat- 
urday night knowing that a wart 
of 40 hours was in front of them 

and also knowing that the 
weather forecast predicted a 
somewhat less than comfort- 
able stay for them on the 
Church Road tarmac. 

It is a yearly ritual for these 
young men from Southend, 
who have become familiar 
faces to the Wimbledon 
groundstaff. Needless to say, 
they were first in when the 
gates swung open at 10.30 
yesterday morning, but nobody 
dared risk an ironic observation 
on Britain's glorious summer in 
their hearing. 


DEEDS OF THE SEEDS 


m 


1 SAMPRAS 

Mfcae* TjUsrrotn 
i? Bie man to 

oealin lam 


Men’s 

singles 

Holden 

Richard Krajicek 
(The Netherlands) 




2 WAMSTOC 3KWBMMOV 4 KRAJICEK 

Blasted past J Maim of Sow, Mwc, Ftararm. 

Dimi Peocano re t*s tira-ramd Andre, Pm** >p 

2nd n. opponent. 2 nd nj 




Feaver does not mind that. 
But he docs not warn Ivanise- 
vic to gel involved in a long 
five-set match where his figure 
of 42 could go by ibe board. 

Wimbledon fans, queuing up 
for the opening day of 'the 
championships, must have 
been alarmed about the weath- 
er prospects when they saw Sir 
Cliff Richard standing out- 
side the main gate already 
embarking on his rainy day 
sing-song repertoire. 

Memories came flooding 
back to last year when, on a 
particularly wet day. the old 
Bachelor Boy produced an 
impromptu concert to enter- 
tain frustrated spectators who 
had only the court covers to- 
look at. 

But this time it was not Sir 
Cliff. The vocalist was looka- 
like Jimmy Jermain, winner of 

the Stars In Their Eves televi- 
sion talent show last year. 



S CHANG 6HKM>rOUUB 8 BECKS 

Hre fra iaa re fusirmrirags. fotmet diorxv- 
ailauiM Todd Greg fcaedSAI. onmeosftocrB 
WoortrfKige. m la ffl. Gorrc m fc» nt 



11 KUERTEN 

v«HI*Malu?9» Bryan i>4 sets G#nesn»r 1st 
wi the la ns. nj. 


i\ ’is* 


Women's 


Holden 
Steffi Graf 
(Germany) 



2 SELES 3 NOVOTNA 

Is nj (worm Former finalist flg«wHigl 
'» »*cfr«ei baes H/BWrfl Wmtneaon and 
McQudan. fatal n laid. sta's m 2ra rd. 



5WatJfP0KT 6GUEIZEE 7 HUBER 

Canvjhtvnono Uo against Ante's 1 
AteondraFusar opp onei 
Tamm jonss. r ^ Hanio Ini 



8 SANCHEZ 9PERCE 10 MM 
Prawn against Prays Domrayje terena 
Bn»ms dare van Roosrmtha q betwe 
wax, n 1st rt. iscnL «12rw 



12 RAFTER 13HEDVESEV 

T ates o n Grant Meets Fatuv^ 
Stafford m hta Santoro or 
Is! ref nvrtcn. France n 1st hj. 


14 HENMAN 

Througn U» 2nd 
"3 ater bearing 
Djraef Nestor. 



15 FEKKEKA 16 KORDA 

Meets Aussie Marts*} F*om 
ScocOopern n nre 1st m on. 
Kt fwnani 


12 STOLES 13 PO 

Lost onb- one Meets Austrian 
garne on her tenv &nw n 
wav Mr, 2nd id. 


14 SCBULTZ 

Silvia Fanna’s 

m hr tf* 

banner 



iSDRACOMHie 

Face* Oer- FUsmoum 

"wys Andiw opponent is 
0*0*1 1st*. Hrisbft Bao0Ht. 


the numbers ftArTT 


182 The number of ball girls 
and boys who work at the 
Championships. 

30,000 The portions of fish 
and chips are consumed by 
visiting tennis fans. 

58 The number of different 
nations competing in this 
> ears Championships, 
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Forceful 
display has 
Richardson 
off mark 


Guy Hodgson on a superb start for the 
British No 5 but disappointment for the 
first home player to lose yesterday 
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When Andrew 
Richardson used 
to stay in London, 
he usually ended 
up on the "floor of 
Tim Henman's flat. The 
Hilton it is Dot, but if he is 
looking for a precedent for 
success at Wimbledon, there 
is one. -John McEnroe, 
tantrums apart, may have been 
nearly flawless as a tennis 
player, hut it does not mean he 
was not floored. 

McEnroe shared a room 
with fellow American Eliot 
Telischer when he arrived to 
qualify for Wimbledon in 1977, 
a room that h3d only one bed 
in it. Someone had to sleep on 
the carpet and they took it in 
turns until the future three- 
limes champion made it to the 
semi-finals. By then, he was 
earning enough to afford a 
room of his own. 

Richardson, the 23-year-old 
British No 5, would not put 
himself anywhere near McEn- 
roe’s class.' but he won his first 
match al Wimbledon yesterday 
to join Henman, a friend since 
be was 10, in the second round 
A swift victory it was, too, beat- 
ing Spain’s' Sergi DuFan 
7-6. 6-3, 6-3. 

“1 didn't think I returned that 
well at the beginning,” he said, 
-but 1 took my chances in the 
second and third sets. I served 
very well. It makes life so much 
easier.” 

At 6ft 7in, it does not take a 
genius to work out that the serve 
*n Richardson's principal 
weapon. He is ranked 233 in the 
world but on grass that is a false 
position, particularly when you 
begin a point well in excess of 
llOmph. Duran had hardly a 
hope of returning consistently, 
gained only four points on his- 
opponent's serve until the tie- 
break. and once that had been 
losL he dissolved. 


Athletics 

The International Amateur Athletics 
Federation meeting in Sestrfere on 19 
July could be cancelled if sponsors do 
not come forward to finance part of the 
lbn lire (£360.000) cost. 

American football 

WORLD BOWL: Barcelona Dr^ore38Rnem 
Fu» 24. 


Baseball 


2 Mnnesota 1; Mkvsukee 5 Kansas Qty 6; 
Anarem 7 Oakland 6; fens 4 Seattle 6. N»- 
donal Leslie: Montreal 0 Honda 2: PMadel- 

> ;.<k- 5*w5MBntBlZt^V».»fcttl2t^BShuisn 

. :: 9 (30 fnnrigs)-. St Lous 5 OnonnaU Z Hous- 

•i ton 3 Chicago Cubs H San Otegi 4 Colorado 

•' ■ ■ y-' 2-, San Franosco 4 los Angeles 2. 

~-' J AMERICAN LEAGUE 


“U I play well then I've al- 
ways got a chance against most 
players,*’ Richardson said. “I’ve 
nothing to lose, just go for iL 
Wimbledon has the sort of at- 
mosphere where I play my best 
tennis. I can go out there and 
relax. Give it a go. 

“The only target I’ve set my- 
self is to play well. If I do that, 
win or lose. I'll be happy.” 

As for Henman, he has been 
both housed and roused by 
him. “He used to let me stay at 
his fiat, on his floor.” he said. 
“It was kind of him. I had 
nowhere to slay." Did you do 
the cleaning to pay the rent? 
“Yes, right. 

' - I've grown up with Tim 
and his doing so well has in- 
spired me. There are a few 
British guys coming through 
and I think that has something 
to do with his and Greg Rused- 
ski's success." 

While Richardson was sam- 
pling success at the All England 
Oub for the first time. Julie 
Pullin was learning tennis can 
becrueL You wait all year to get 
a chance to play at Wimbledon 
and, barely before the champi- 
onships have started, you are al- 
ready packing your bags. 

Pullin was the first borne 
player to taste defeat, losing 
6-1, 6-3 in 63 minutes to Mag- 
dalena Maleeva. “I’m so very 
disappointed,” she said. “1 
didn't bring my game on to the 
court, I didn’t test her. We 
have to play our top game to get 
into a dog-fight, but I didn't give 
myself a chance.” 

The 21-year old from Leices- 
ter was broken to love in her 
first service game and would 
have succumbed even more 
quickly if she had not withstood 
six break points on the fourth 
game and then broke Malee- 
va with defeat staring ber so 
mucb in her face it was intim- 
idating. 


WestDMstao 

San Francisco —42 31 .575 - 

Colorado 39 35 .527 3*. 

Log Angeles 36 37 -493 6 

San Mags 31 42 .425 11 

Bowls 

Margaret Johnston became me first play- 
er to win the British women's singes 
championship for a ttwd time in Ayr jes- 
terday. beating Ann Dainton 25-11. 

BRITISH WOMEN'S SINGLES CHMHPION- 
SWP (Aw) Hnafc M Jcpnswn nn..8a«wn(jneyl 
M A Oalnron (Wal. Barry PtesMcsi 25-11. 

Cricket 

MCC TROPHY Semi-final draw: Stropelwe 


. '£>5? East Division 


3*- 


w 


PCT GB 




shitr^ 


Baltimore 48 22 .696 - 

NY Yankees 40 32 .556 9 

Toronto 33 36 .478 14V 

Detroit J2 38 .457 16 

Boston 32 

Central Division 
Cleveland 37 


40 .444 17 


.: Milwaukee 

' '' Kansas City 

V - '. CHcago W So* __34 37 .479 


West Division 
_ Seats 


32 .536 - 

35 .493 3 

35 .493 3 

4 

39 .456 S'* 


-42 31 .575 - 

34 .528 3V 

35 507 S 

-30 45 .400 13 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 
East Division 

Atlanta 47 26 .644 

Florida 43 29 .597 3% 

-.Montreal 41 31 .569 65 

- ■>> New Yoric jWots — 41 32 562 8 

**■ PWadefcNa 22 49 .310 24 

V- Central Division 



Houston — 
St Louts — 
Plt tsfa— k 
OoctonatL 


-37 37 .500 - 

-33 39 .458 3 

J33 40 .452 35 

-30 42 .417 


CMeagoOdM 28 45 .384 8 V 


v Devon (at Sr George's. TetfottU : Dreret v Nor- 
Tom tat Dean Park, Bournemouth!. Has (o He 
played Sunday 20 July. 

Football 

The former Italian international captain 
Franco Bares announced his retirement 
from professional football yesterday af- 
ter 20 consecutive seasons wtth Mrfan. 
Barest, 37. sard he would stay at the 
dub as a vtoe-presrdent and «M3uW also 
work with the youth team. 

WORLD CUP Aslan Zone Group Seven 
(Beiruti: Lebanon 1 (AJ-Fattah 29) Kiwad 3 
tOuraiW 9. Ai-Sdeh 31. 74| [Ktrwaft qualify 
far second round). 

COPA AMERICA Quarter-finals (Santa 
Cruz. Boftria): Bred 2 I Ronaldo 17. 341 
Parartiay Or. Cochabamba: Mecca 3 (Blan- 
co 171 Ecuador 1 (Capurro pen 51 (Afesfco 
won 4-3 on peraUes). Semf-flulK 2S Jons 
(La Pea): Bohwa v Meseo. 26 June (Sants 
Cruz): Bred v Pore. 

WORLD YOUTH CHAIflPIONSWP (Matawts) 
Group O: Japan 3 Paraguay 3: Spain 4 Cos- 
ta Rica 0. Group E- Austraia 4 Argentina 3; 
Carwca 2 Hungry 1- Group P: England 1 
(Owen 66} Mexico 0: ifauad Arab Emirates 2 
Ivory Coast 0 (En&and win firoupl. 
MIERTOIO CUP &oup One: Oiname-93 
Minsk (Beta) 1 Heerenveen (NeOi) 0: Aalborg 
(Dan)2 ArtniaUtefSSwO. Group pro: ttws- 
to DiagMgac (Goal 0 Bastia ffn 1: Graz (Awl 
2 Sitcetaig (Den) 0. Group Three: Ards IN 
Iffl 0 RcwTAnnwip (Bel) 1; Lausanne iSwt) 
4 NEASafarrbnatCypT L Group JFbimMac- 
caWPBiah Ttkva dsrj 1 CottKne 3; Standard 
trigs (BeO 0 Aarau iSwrit) oT&oup Fhre: 836 
Torehavn (Faroei 0 fisnk (Bel) 5; PanahaM 
(GO 1 Stabaek (Nor) l. Group Six: l&tusr 
flee) 1 Hamburg (Ger) 2: Semsunspor ffraM 
2 Odense (Own 0. Group Seven: Untversl- 



Crooks has to 
retire at 33 
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Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 

One of the great playing careers 
of modem times has ended 
with Lee C rooks announce- 
ment that he is retiring because 
of chronic knee problems. 

Crooks, who will be 34 in 
September, will now concen- 
trate on learning his trade as a 
coach at his club. Castleford. 
with a view to finding a first 
team job in the future? 

“The decision was frustrating, 
considering the passion 1 stKi 
feel for the sport 1 have been in- 
volved in for so long," he said 
“However, with the possibility 
of a permanent disability lin- 
gering in the near future, it was 
one 1 bad to make.” 

Crooks’ career began in 1980. 
with his home-town club, Hull, 
and he gained the first of his 1 9 
Great Britain caps against the 
louring Australians in 1982. 

The best young forward of lus 
time, he has admitted to losing 
his way in mid-career, especially 
during an unhappy spell with 
Leeds, but he has matured into 
something of an elder statesman 
at Castleford 

His ball skills remain among 
the best in the game, but knee 
problems have plagued him 
over the last 18 months. An op- 
eration to remove a piece of 
floating hone six weeks ago 
was only a limited success and 
Crooks struggled through his 
last match, against Hunter 
Mariners, 10 days ago. 

Crooks’ career turns out to 
have ended with the World 
Club Championship, which 
goes into cold storage until 
mid-July following the last 


games on both sides of the 
globe yesterday. London Bron- 
cos became the latest side to 
come away empty-handed in 
Australia when they were beat- 
en 34-18 at Canterbury, but they 
at least had the consolation of 
making a contest of iL 

Unlucky to be 20-4 down af- 
ter a scrapipy first half. Broncos 
fought back with tries from 
Martin Offiah and Scott Roskell 
to trail by only eight points, bui 
the Australians pulled away to 
win by a flattering margin. 

“I think wc showed that 
we've got a bit of pride in our- 
selves, compared to a lot of 
British sides." said Shaun Ed- 
wards. whose try near the end 
came too late to bring London 
hack into contention! “It’s go- 
ing to be tough, but 1 believe we- 
can put up a good show against 
the Australian sides on our 
own soil." 

There were words of en- 
couragement too. from the Su- 
per League international board 
chairman, Maurice Lindsay. 
“Once the supporters in this 
country get over the disap- 
pointment following their own 
clubs’ performances, they' will 
see a fresh determination from 
everyone to match the Aus- 
tralian standards." he said. 

“I also believe that some of 
our clubs will be determined to 
improve their performances 
during the second round of 
matches and 1 have not given up 
bo pc of a European club reach- 
ing the final stages.” 

■ No new date has yet been set 
for a Rugby League Council 
meeting cancelled tomorrow, 
which was meant to discuss 
far-reaching plans for the re- 
organisation of the game. 
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Andrew Richardson plays a volley during his first-round success at Wimbledon 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


SPORTING DIGEST 


lata Wga (LSI) 1 istantxilspor (Turk) 5; Os- 
tare Va<jo iSwej 1 Vas*. Budapest (hung) 
4. Group Eight: Konesvutger (Not) 1 Lorn 
met (Bel) 1: Hsjthjk KUa (Vug) 0 Hahnaad 
(Swe) L Group Mae: Ztlra (Skwafc) 3 Aus- 
tria Vienna 1: Odra Wodosiaw (Poll 2 Rapid 
Bucharest rRoml 4. Group 10: Fiona Bistn- 
ta (Ron) 1 Mortpefcr (Frt Z OwwiQsi (Netn) 
1 CuhartcU (Yua» 0. Group 11: PuDfikum 
Ce^e (Sloven) lAntalyaspor (Turh) 1: Pro- 
later Zrenjonm (Vug) 4 Maccatii Haifa (Isrt) 
0. Ooup 12: Meram 93 Tbilisi (Geor) 0 Tor- 
pedo Mason* (Rus) Z Ried-im-tnnkifts 
CAutl 3 Heralds Salonika (Grj L 
MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER: New Engand Rbv- 
autjoo 2 Danas Burn 2 iNew En&and win 
shoot-out 2-1). 

SPANISH LEAGUE (Sunday's fate rastdls): 
Rayo Vadecano 1 iKUntovncz 451 Barcatorn 2 
(Stmct*ov 22, R Ganaa 87); Deporfw La 
Core ha 1 (Be&dnsUHi 64) Ereemodura 0: 
Owedo 0 Sporni® G^on 0; Cena V)bp 4 iGude| 
a 10, 90. Sanda 4St Real Madrid 0: Her- 
ctdes 3 (Pavkcc 15. Alfaro 20, lopaz 30) Ath- 
letic Blbso 2 (Cortina 40. Andnnua 50); 
Zarsffira 1 iH©iera 39) Corepasate 3 (Penev 
60. 90. Manuel 83fc RaongSertaidB 1 Hope: 
56) Sevrte 4 i Man 1. Loren 26. Tsanas 73, 
pert BOi; Real Soaedad 2 (Gracia 9. Oscar 24) 
LoerAis 1 (Kely 2i. Leedng final poMUonc 
1 Real Madnd (P42, Pls92)i2 Baieelone (42 
90); 3 Peportwo La Corufta (42-77); 4 Real 
Beds 142-77). Rete©»tmfc Logrenes. Sevdte. 
Hereutes. Ediwnadura. Praraotad: Mends. 
Satarnanca. ProaioMoa/ ralmfM o n ptay-ofts: 
Rayu Valecano v Madona. 

Golf 

Ireland loofcs set to host the Ryder Cup 
m 2005, witii a formal announcement 
NKeiy to be made during this year's Tour- 
nament between Europe and the Unit- 
ed States at VakJerrama m Spain, if 
Ireland is successful, then the K Club 
m County Kildare, which has staged the 
European Open for the last two yeas, 
(S favourite to be chosen as the hcet 
course. 

BUCK CLASSK (Hmtaua Now Vorft) lead- 
ing finaMound Moras (US unless stated): 

2& E EH ISA) 64 68 67 69. 270 J Magf£r1 
67 69 66 68. 274 J Fuyk 67 68 69 70: R 
Damron 71 66 68 69. 278 J Carter 69 70 
71 <35. 277 B Enas 73 67 71 68: C Rose 

69 69 70 68: S Cfnk 73 68 66 70. 278 B 
Fabal 69 87 74 68; P Jordan 69 68 69 72: 
279 B Faron 66 74 70 69; 281 F NoUo INZ> 

70 69 77 66; 0 Frta tSAl 78 67 66 70; V 
Slrtti iTiii 67 73 69 72; M Rad 70 09 68 
74: B Aretade 73 71 64 73: 282 S Aopieby 


(Aus) 70 73 69 70; L Janren 70 72 71 69; 
N Herite 72 68 70 72:CPany 71 72 67 72. 
VOLVO RANKINGS Loadng standby «S 
or H unless stated): 1 I Woosnam 
£390,783.56: 2 B Langsr (Gen £2824X»87; 
3 E Eli. |SA) £239.041-30; 4 D date 
£202.71334; 5 C Moragamerte £201.75699: 
6 1 Gamdo (Spi £196474.47: 7 LVItenwod 
£133.969.41; 8 M James £173.203.86; 9 
M A Marim (Sp) U 73,026.66; 10 J M OUc- 
abal (Sp) £166360.66. 

' EUROPEAN RYDER CUP LesdflgstandhWi 
(08 or Id unless stated): 1C Montgomerie 
675,721.92 pts; 2 1 Wbosnam 458 ,365.82: 
3 D CLarVe 38L848 64; 4 B Langer (Ger) 
364.027.96; 5 P-U Johansson (Swe) 
31&2S5.30: 6 M A Martin (Spi 317.CS4.B5: 
7 L Westwood 314,484.72; 8 T Bjorn (Den) 
292,666.85: 9C Rocca TO 284.735.47: 10 
P Broadhurel 227,904.68. 

SONY WORLD RANKINGS (US tadecs ctaZ- 
ed): 1 E Els (SAi 9^5pts svere^; 2 T Woods 
9.68; 3 C Ucsn&mene (GBl 9.61; 4 G Nor- 
man (Aus) 96t 5 N Price (Zim) 9J4: 6 T 
Lehman 8.96; 7 S ElMngior (Aus) 8.74; 8 
M Qzalu (Japan l Ul; 9 M O-'Meara 7.53; 
10 N Faldo (GBl 7.07. 

Hockey 

England's Under-21 side were thrashed 
6-0 by their Australian counterparts in 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

12 


The number of years that the 
investment company Save 
and Prosper sponsored Erlg- 
land rugby union interna- 
tionals at Twickenham before 
they announced the end of 
their lengthy*association yes- 
terday. 


die first of two Tests at Milton Keynes 
last night- Engand never reentered from 
a ttwtJ-mmute gpal from Baeden Chop- 
py. then Adam Commens and Troy B- 
der both scored twee, wnh Mathew Wals 
sinking the final goal. 

Motor racing ' 

Britain's Mark Bunded won his first Indy- 
car race on Sunday after a thrilling bat- 
tie with &l de Ferrari in the Budweiser 
Gl Joe's 200 in Portland, Oregon. 
Blundell's 18 Motorola PacWest Mer- 
cedes-Benz passed De ferran's Reynard 
Honda on the final straight to win by 
27-thousandths o! a second, making 
it the closest race in indycar history. 
Rugby Unton 

Wfest Hartlepool have slgied the Ireland 
Under-21 stand-off Emmett Farrell 
from Blackrock College. 

AUSTRALIA (v Francs, DNtymore. SaP»rfa)» 

M Burte, B Tune. J Uffle. P Howard, J Roff. 
T Hcran, G Grogan; D Manu or T Cohar. Dvw- 
son. B Robreon. J Ealev leapt). D Gjffin. E 
McKerae. MC^uid. R Harry. Rapto ce m ente 
(Aant S LivKIram, S tow, M CDddnn, Cok- 
er, A Blades. M Foley. M Hardy. T Kefu. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Cricket 

NfUWESr TROPHY nxNf (. 

m, ID .30 start): BudwchOTisKre » Esse* far 
BeaeoreMO: CarwragBShre « Hampriet far 
bechl: Curntemnd v N md BWC M Wlwe lot Bar- 
navi; Devon v Le>c*Hersrive (of £orxust»>; 
Uarargm « Brd(bnt9w (or Cjnfffl; Qouen- 
lererwe v Scotland rat Ofo TmttutO: Lrncoinstwe 
v MfMs tat uwairr Mdaam v Here 

uLogfj; wft g iaiT B hrerSi^tofltfvretarTtent 
Brtdgot-, Scmerea v Heitrwosnva rTaunruni; 
SjrreyvDumam far The Sus3® v swop- 
stare far Hner; Warwickshire v Norfolk (al Ertf 
oastoni: Woreasrershire v Ntthenanoi far 
MtarcBstorl: Vort aht re v Ireuno iar heatUnfferi 
AON RISK TROPHY (One-day match**, 11.0 
Mart); Noumgrerrehirp v Yodohre wr Filmaiftm. 
Suua v MCC Young Cre*«ere iar 

HBfBhl. 

Rogby Union 

ItMR MATCH: Free SB® v Bnun Uons I&15) 

wa — ra w . 


SCOTLAND (v Guaang moons, Brakpai SA, 
lutnuuu ar ). D lee ILtndon ScomshV. A Btznger 
(Hamehj, C Murray iHowdo. J Maw (WOBOre- 
. ar*l,SluotrtMfnXr*leeHSFPj;SNklioHMel- 
ros«, 8 Brens I W arsonare): D Httrei (Bah). S 
Dre thBi M ooo(WHi6rt.B t) tee e rt m rtaa^aAca- 
demcalu. s ktarray (Bedfardl, A Lnd<Aig (Cur- 
nek C Metier (Vtt<msna. PWNtau {NawasOej. 
N BnaWAoa fMetroset Raptaceraeres: CJofa- 
arttecgWl.PHrefaeMl w atg i kG n a re l i fg s 
(BoKiuffaruf). S Canptafl (Melrose). G tohana 
INencaalei, G Bidtock (Mes ot Scooandi. 

Salting 

A first 24-hour run of 434 mites at an 
average of 18.1 knots &ve a flying start 
to the quest by Tracy Edwards to break 
the transatlantic speed record with an 
all-woman crew in the 92-foot cata- 
maran Royal & Sun Alliance. 

Speedway 

PREMIER LEAGUE (Sunday): Newcastle 42 
Stctre 47; Newport 50 Exeter 40. 

Squash 

The Squash Rackets Association has ap- 
pointed Matt Hammond, who jomed the 
sport's Engsh governing body two years 
agp as coaching and devdopmert tfreccoc 
to the new pesffion of chief executive. 


Italian stripped of 
gold after protest 

Boxing The AlBAs Bulgarian presi- 

dent. Emil Jetchev. had been 
quoted earlier as saying that 
“the only valid verdict is the com- 
puterised one, 3-2 for the Italian". 
The AIBA was nol immediate- 
ly available for comment after the 
decision on the protest. 

Raflaele Pagnozzi, the secre- 
tary general of the lialon Olympic 
Committee, CONL had said on 
Saturday that his country, which 
has dominated the Games, was 
willing to give the gold to Alge- 
ria. “Wc are willing to band back 
this gold medal," said. “We don’t 
know what happened Maybe 
the machines were wrongly set up 
or did nol work property." 

Pagnozzi stuck to his position 
on Sunday, despite angry accu- 
sations by Rafirtrio Oliva, the for- 
mer Olympic gold medallist and 
Italian boxing team coach, that 
CONTs attitude had more to do 
with votes for Rome’s 2004 
Olympic bid. Rome is one of five 
dries on the shortlist for the 
Games and a front-runner to win 
when the International Olympic 
Committee decides in Septem- 
ber. The former head of the Ital- 
ian football federation. Antonio 
Matarrese, who is the chairman 

of the local Mediterranean 
Games organising committee, 
hinted as much oo Sunday when 
he was quoted as saying: “There 
are superior interests involved.” 

Fragomeni said he would 
rather have had a re-match 
against the Algerian than “be 
rubbed of the gold in such a way”. 


Controversy hit the Mediter- 
ranean Gaines in Rome yes- 
terday when an Italian 
heavyweight was stripped of a 
gold medal in favour of an Al- 
gerian after a committee ruled 
that the electronic scoring of the 
fight was faulty. Jt was believed 
to be the first rime that the hi- 
tech computerised scoring 
|. method used at Olympics and 
World Championships had 
been overruled. 

The ruling came despite an 
earlier insistence by the gov- 
erning body of world amateur 
boxing, AIBA, that the verdict 
had been correct. 

The Italian Giacobbe 
Fragomeni won the heavy- 
weight gold on Thursday when 
he outpointed Algeria's Mo- 
hammed Benguesmia, the team 
flag bearer. 3-2 on points. The 
result took the crowd by surprise 
and Algeria made a formal 
complaint when it emerged 
that four of the five judges had 
Benguesmia ahead on their 
back-up scorecards. The fifth 
judge scored it an S-8 draw. 

The International Committee 
of the Mediterranean Games 
declared after a hearing that Al- 
geria’s protest was upheld and 
Benguesmia should be award- 
ed the gold due to a “flagrant 
malfunction of the comput- 
erised result". Fragomeni was 
given the silver medal. 


Other sports 


TENW& Al-Eitfand Dum&onsniis tat VWratfr- 
0bn). 


RACING RESULTS 


WINDSOR 

640: L SEATTLE SWING (L Dertonj 
100-30 jt \9f. 2. Top Jen 100-30 H ft*; 3. 
Misty Rain 12 -L 9 ran. 17., 4. U Gosden). 
Tote: £350: £3.40. £i90. £3JD. OF: £600. 
CSF: I1A23. TncasC £106.05. Tra* £36.10. 
NR: MyBetoued. 

74.0: JL WILLOW DALE iTQunn) 6-1 CO 
lac 2. Never Tttiofc TMce 8-1: 3. SIzzBng 
ILL 14 ran. 6-1 co fev Faith Atone. RdWL 
5.2. (D Etowtth). Tote: !*>£&. £2.10. £250. 
£5.70. OF: .£25.90. CSF: £47 52. TncasC 
£594.49. Trio: £139.90. 

YARMOUTH 

625cl.AUFW«DANG0lMRDtne> 12-1; 
2. EnmShtoaaa 13-8 tew. 3- Cordate 3-1. 
9 ran. Hd. l v„ iA Stewanl. Tote: £14.90; 
£240. £L20, £120. DF: £17.90. CSF: 
£29.79. Tno: £14.20. 

8^ L SEA41EER (R Cochrane) 4 5 tav; 
2. Shaorartc 101. 3. Paddy Lari 4 - L 4 ran. 
1*/^ i:. iC Onyeo. Tote: £1.90. DF: £5.10. 
CSF: L&oa 


7JBC l-CATHERMES SONG (D hUlanfl) 
2-1 jl taw; 2. Miry’s Joy 4-1; 3. Fast Franc 
2-ljl tw. Bran-Z 3. IC Orecrt. Tots: £2.90: 
£1^0. £L90 DF: £9.60. CSF: £9.94. 

■ Jack Berry’s stable appren- 
tices Paul Fesscy and Ted Dur- 
can were the men in form at 
Musselburgh yesterday as the 
pair took the opening two 
races on EUenbrook and Tril- 
by respectively. The win by Fes- 
sey in the Craigleilh Claiming 
Stakes sees the in-form young 
pilot level on 23 with Royston 
Ffrench successful on Liquid 
Gold at Nottingbam at the 
top of the apprentices' table. 


EUenbrook, Berry's busiest ju- 
venile of the season has now 
won four times in nine outings 
and judging by this length and 
a half success over Makabu 
Don she shows no signs of let- 
ting up. Berry’s wife Jo said; 
“She’s very active and seems to 
take her racing well.*’ Gordon 
Richards, much better known 
for his National Hunt exploits, 
slruck on the Flat for the first 
lime in three years when Tril- 
by stormed home by seven 
lengths in the Yvonne Murray 
MBE Handicap. 






W New Dell boy 

Jones takes over at 
- * Southampton, page 28 
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Lions' pride , 

Chris Hewett on the fight for ; " 
second Test places, page 29 


WIMBLEDON ’97: British seed makes light of rain interruption to mark opening of new No 1 court with victory 

Henman rises to 
special occasion 


JOHN ROBERTS 

reports from Wimbledon 

The tall left-hander 
in the bandana did 
yS^jjggi/ not serve with any- 
thing like the veloc- 
ity of Greg Rusedski, 
but he had arrived from Cana- 
da and was threatening Tim 
Henman's space. 

. The British No 1 had not en- 
countered Daniel Nestor be- 
fore, and the 24-year-old from 
Ontario, ranked No 105 in the 
worjd, was keen to seize a slice 
of history as the first winner on 
the new No 1 Court. 

Henman, the first Briton to 
be seeded for the men's singles 
since Buster Mottram in 1982, 
had to contend with the emo- 
tion of the occasion, the ex- 
pectation of the nation, and the 
shots of an eager opponent He 




^Jfejicelt sbrvi^ 19 aces in successful, 


| His title -defence 


dealt with the situation, winning 
7-6. 6-1, 6-4. 

A year eadier, you may recall, 
Henman had stepped out on the 
Centre Court against a newly 
crowned French Open cham- 
pion, Yevgeny Kafelnikov, and 
bad taken a two sets to love 
lead, only to be hauled back and 
almost passed. The Russian 


had two match points at 5-3 in 
the fifth set Henman saved 
them with aces and went on to 
win, 7-6, 6-3, 6-7, 4-6, 7-5. 

On that occasion, Henman 
was cast in the role of a British 
hopeful doing himself, and the 
home supporters, proud. Yes- 
terday. he was being relied 
upon to set a tone of optimism 


■ j 
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Monday’s Solution 


UStillUUB HWHUUUHB 
B □ Q Q El D Q Q 
HDQHHianDQ BHQBB 
IIBHOETHHE 
HH0EJ0OH QBBQnCIE 
a a □ si a □ u 

0QBHS HQQ0SIID0 
a Hand s 
0HQQQI10EI nCIHBfi] 

be a 0 b h a 
□BHanao nmanaaB 

□ □Hannan 

QDCHZ1Q □QOBBQECIB 

□ EQBBEEG 1 
fTQEQWQRS RRGLiflO 



ACROSS 

I Rough set includes fish 
workers scaling this with 
difficulty flO) 

S Old British menial is at- 
tentive to religious duties 
\9) 

9 Some words shortly de- 
picting soldier (4) 

10 One component of men- 
tal faculties? (6) 

II Ade3l of the country? (8) 

13 Want to get race in the 
bag (6) 

14 Passe types like to live 
surrounded by females 

(8) - s 

17 At last woman s made 
aunt liberal (8) 

19 Publicity on percentage 
charged produces move- 
ment (6) 


21 Kept sounding off, em- 
barrassed about city gar- 
den (2-6) 

23 Take away weapon and 
upset said marine (6) 

25 See the sights of singular 
French city? (4) 

26 Left a group of players 
one day (9) 

27 Perhaps loving word’s 

. nothing in a sister? (6,4) 

DOWN 

1 Joining new male in 
function in hospital divi- 
sion (9) 

2 Man about to take a 
chance (4) 

3 Traitor on island left with 
good reason (S) 

4 Work in sea to generate 
cycle of power (5) 


5 Tell story of new errata 
seen to be wrong (7) 

6 Mark’s name given to ex- 
pensive sounding take 
over (10) 

7 Wit of English over out- 
ings (6) 

12 Inconvenience sailor from 
hell, losing gold? (10) 

15 Live free by day in lair, 
unable to get up (9) 

16 Low dancing provides 
popular entertainment in 
US (8) 

18 A terrible sight I saw 
broadcast (7") 

20 Lacking definition in pic- 
ture of'cereal? (6) 

22 Hospital robe depicted 
Biblical mountain (5) 

24 Heard to give the word 
to start pudding (4) 


John McEnroe, the former Wimbledon champion, salutes the crowd at the opening of 
the new No 1 Court yesterday Photographs: David Ashdown 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


following a parade of interna- 
tional champions at the open- 
ing ceremony. 

The early signs suggested 
that Henman still remained 
jammed in the stop-go mode 
that had marked his recent 
performances. He began bright- 
ly enough, passing Nestor down 
the line with a backhand to 
break for 2-1. But no sooner had 
the spectators settled back, 
happy at the prospect of en- 
joying a home success than 
Henman's serve let him down 
and Nestor levelled at 2-2. 

Although both players were 
taken to deuce, serve prevailed 
until the tie-break brought the 
match to life. Henman gained 
the initiative at 5-4, with two 
serves to come, only to be 
passed on the backhand before 
delivering a service winner to 
create the first set point, but 
with his opponent to serve. 

Nestorhe/d, then hit a winning 
serve for his first set point. Hen- 
man aced it away. The pattern of 
chances materialising and evap- 
orating continued until the 
Briton saved a third set point with 
his eighth ace and put Nestor un- 
der pressure for a fourth time 
with a service winner. 

On this occasion, Henman 
was primed to attack after 
Nestor hit a first serve long, re- 
turning the second serve down 
the line with a forehand that 
clipped the net cord on the way 
to deciding the shoot-out 13-1 1. 

Henman, a set to the good af- 
ter 49 minutes, had taken a 2-0 
lead in the second set before 
Nestor rid himself of the dis- 
appointment of losing the tie- 
break. Henman was then rather 
fortunate to hold for 3-0, hav- 
ing to save two break points af- 
ter leading 40-0. Once Henman 
had broken for 5-1 and finished 
the set with a pair of aces, how- 
ever, only the rain threatened 
to delay his advance to the sec- 
ond round. 

The clouds broke during the 
second game of the third set, 
with Nestor leading 1-0 and 
Henman serving at 15-0. The 

S layers were off the court for an 
our and 15 minutes, Henman 
returning in determined mood. 
He held, broke for 2-1 and was 
pleased to successfully have 
completed phase one of his 
latest campaign. 

Asked what it had been like 
playing the first match in the 
new arena. Henman said, “It 
was obviously a great honour, 
but it did feel very much like 
Centre Court, actually. The 
court was very hard. I thought 
it was going to be a little bit soft- 
er, but it played just like every 
other court, with no bad 
bounces. 

“I think you can notice that 
it is fractionally smaller (than 
Centre Court], but there’s still 
a great atmosphere out there. 
There was a lot of support for 
me. Being "British, and having 
had a good run last year, makes 
it all the more exciting to come 
back. I think I responded, and 
I think the crowd responded." 

They did. although at limes 
there was a good deal of shuf- 
fling in those brand new seats. 

“I think I’ve learnt from the 
way that I've been playing re- 
cently.” Henman said. “I think 
in those times when I was be- 
hind in the tie-break today. I 
paid a little added attention to 
each serve. I think there was a 
period when I was making a lot 
of big first serves to get myself 
out of trouble. 

“1 thought to myself. "Lets try 
to make life easier in the next 
couple of sets. I've given myself 
an opportunity. Let's go up a 
few gears'. And l think 1 defi- 
nitely did that. 

"I still have a lot of confi- 
dence in my own ability. Dur- 
ing those periods when I've 



Richard Krajicek, who won the first 19 points on his own service, on his way to victory 
over Marcello Craca, of Germany, In the first match on Centre Court yesterday 


struggled a little bit. I've always 
maintained my belief, faced up 
to things and continued to work 
hard, and definitely my form has 
improved." 

Over on the Centre Court 
meanwhile. Richard Krajicek 
was also being viewed in a dif- 
ferent context after his exploits 
last year. The Du tchman was in 
the throes of opening the de- 
fence his title. 

Krajicek was expected to 
overpower Marcello Craca. a 
22-year-old from Germany. 


ranked No 134. Krajicek, in 
common with Henman, fought 
his way through a tie-break 
and iben asserted himself to 
win. 7-A. 6-2. 6-4. 

Did he see any comparison 
between a glorious final Sunday 
and a wet first-round Monday? 

•Both days b3d a special 
tension.” Krajicek said, “and 
both days I was pretty happy 
that I finally wort." 

Having shaken the seeding 
committee 12 months ago. was 
it possible that he might now 


make some London bookies pay 
for offering him as 7-1 chance? ' 

“Yes I feel pretty good." 
Krajicek said. “I think I have a 
good chance. I feel confident. 
After last year I know I can win 
a Grand Slam, and for sure I 
know I can win it on grass. Eco- 
nomically speaking. 1 think it 
was smarter to do it last war. 
when I was 50-1. but 7-1..." 

More Wimbledon reports, 
pages 30 and 31 
Results and Order of play. 

page 30 


Butcher 
wins the 
mind 
game 

David Llewellyn 

on how England’s 
cricketers overcame 
the odds at Lord’s 

A relieved Mkhael Atherton 
last night admitted his England 
side got themselves out of an 
awkward situation, having been 
outplayed by Australia between 
the storms m the second Com- 
hiii Test at Lord's. In the end, 
they cruised to a comfortable 
266 for 4 when Atherton de- 
clared the second innings, leav- 
ing Australia to score an 
impossible 131 off the remain- 
ing eight overs to level the 
Ashes series. 

It was academic - and Ather- 
ton was able to draw some pos- 
itive things; from what little 
had taken place. “We batted 
well today," he said, “and got 
ourselves out of a potentially 
dodgy situation. Australia 
played better than we did, but 
for us to have batted through 
a day with the ease that we (fid 
today was good for our confi- 
dence. When I took over as cap- 
tain, we were making a habit of 
defeat, now at least we are bet- 
ter at not losing." 

Atherton also paid tribute to 
the way the tourists have come 
back from the fiist-Test defeat 
at Edgbaston. “1 think they 
have pulled themselves up a lot 
since the first Test. They have 
a pretty aggressive approach to 
Test cricket." 

Mark Taylor, the Australian 
captain, was also pleased. “We 
have bounced back and 
bounced back well in this game. 
We are capable of winning three 
out of the last four Tests. And 
all we need to do to retain the 
Ashes is to win one of them." 

Yesterday, Atherton and 
Mark Butcher set the standard 
for the rest to follow. Atherton, 
who has yet to score a first-class 
hundred at Lord's, let alone one 
in a Test match, fell a frustrat- 
ing 23 runs short. He admitted: 
“I don’t think I have ever trod- 
den on my wicket before. I knew 
exactly what had happened." 

But Atherton was pleased for 
his opening partner and said: 
“It was a test of character for 
Butch. He is a good player, but 
he needed that The longer he 
was out there, the more fluent 
he became.” 

Butcher himself said: “Bat- 
ting with Alhers helped me. 
He's a good partner to have at 1 
the other end he’s seen it all be- 
fore and he has played before 
in those situations. I knew this 
was make or break time. 1 
hadn't really shown the way that 
I can play. So there was a bit of 
pressure on me this morning. 

“With what has been hap- 
pening to me this season, I had 
to play myself into form. Thai 
was effectively the hardest neL 
I’ve ever had. But I am thrilled 
to bits. 

“I fell really down on Satur- 
day and had to make a con- 
scious effort to lift myself. If 
there is one thing I hate more 
than anything in the world, it is 
dropping catches. I can get out 
for nought and it doesn't both- 
er me as much as dropping 
catches. It was hard at the time, 
but the guys were really good to 
me and told me not to worry, 
it happens. They talked me 
through it and helped me out." 
Derek Pringle. Henry Blofeld. 

Scoreboard, page 28 
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FIND OUT WHO'S WINNING 
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